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ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

733 Starkweather Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio

Mailing:
8200 Biddulph Rd
Brooklyn, OH 44144
T 216.741.1310
F 216.741.7275

www.sttheodosius.org

• Archpriest John Zdinak  

   Dean

• Archpriest Pavel Soucek  

   Retired/Attached

• Protodeacon Peter Homik  

   Fell asleep in the Lord 12/15/06

• Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
   Sacristan

• Reader Julius Kovach 
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days

5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sundays and Feast Days

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Ambo

Glory to God for All Things! 

January 14, 2007 
31st Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday After Theophany
Leave-taking of Theophany
St. Nino (Nina) Equal of the Apostles 

and Enlightener of Georgia

http://www.sttheodosius.org
http://www.sttheodosius.org
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Saint Nino, Enlightener of Georgia and 
Equal of the Apostles was born around 
the year 280 in the city of Kolastra in 
Cappadocia. Her father Zabulon was re-
lated to the holy Great Martyr George 
(April 23). He came from an illustrious 
family, and pious parents, and he was 
highly regarded by the emperor 
Maximian (284-305). Zabulon, a Chris-
tian, served in the military under the 
emperor, and he took part in the libera-
tion of Christian captives from Gaul 
(modern France). St Nino's mother, Su-
sanna, was a sister of the Patriarch of 
Jerusalem. [Translator's note: In 1996, 
the parents of St Nino were numbered 
among the Saints.The commemoration of 
Sts Zabulon and Susanna is May 20].

When she was twelve years old, St Nino 
went to Jerusalem with her parents, who 
had only this one daughter. By their 
mutual consent and with the blessing of 
the Patriarch, Zabulon devoted his life to 
the service of God at the Jordan, and 
Susanna was made a deaconness in the 
church of the Holy Resurrection. The up-
bringing of St Nino was entrusted to the 
pious Eldress, Nianphora. St Nino dis-
played diligence and obedience for two 
years. By the grace of God, she got into 
the firm habit of fulfilling the rule of 
prayer, and reading the Holy Scriptures.

Once, while tearfully reading the Gospel 
passages describing the Crucifixion of 
Christ the Savior, she wondered about the 
fate of the Chiton (Tunic) of the Lord 
(John 19:23-24). When St Nino asked 
where the Lord's Chiton (Tunic) had gone 
(October 1), the Eldress Nianphora de-
clared that the Lord's incorrupt Chiton 
had been carried off by the Rabbi 
Eleazar of Mtskhet and taken back with 
him to a place named Iberia (Georgia), 
and called the appanage (i.e., the "allot-

ted portion") of the Mother of God. Dur-
ing Her earthly life, the All-Pure Virgin 
had received Georgia as her allotted 
portion, but an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to Her and foretold that Georgia 
would become Her earthly portion only 
after Her Repose. She was told that Mt. 
Athos (also called the portion of the 
Mother of God) would be given to Her by 
God.

The Elderess Nianphora told her that 
Georgia had not yet been enlightened by 
the light of Christianity, St Nino entreated 
the Most Holy Theotokos to grant that 
she would see Georgia converted to 
Christ, and might also enable her to find 
the Tunic of the Lord.

The Queen of Heaven heard the prayer 
of the young righteous one. Once, when 
St Nino was resting after long prayer, the 
All-Pure Virgin appeared to her in a 
dream, and entrusting her with a cross 
plaited from sprigs, She said, "Take this 
cross, for it will be for you a shield and 
protection against all enemies both visi-
ble and invisible. Go to the land of Ibe-
ria, proclaim there the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and spread forth His grace, 
and I will be your Protectress."

Awakening, St Nino saw the cross (now 
preserved in a special reliquary in the 
Tbilisi Zion cathedral church) in her hand. 
Rejoicing in spirit, she went to her uncle, 
the Patriarch of Jerusalem, and told him 
about her vision. The Patriarch then 
blessed the young virgin in her deed of 
Apostolic service.

On the way to Georgia, St Nino escaped 
martyrdom, which however befell her 
companions: the emperor's daughter 
Ripsimia, her guide Gaiania and thirty-
five virgins (September 30), who had 
fled to Armenia from Rome to escape 
persecution under the emperor Diocletian 
(284-305). Bolstered in spirit by visions 
of an angel of the Lord, who appeared 
the first time holding a censer, and a 
scroll the second time, St Nino continued 
on her way and arrived in Georgia in the 
year 319. News of her soon spread 
through the area of Mtskhet, where she 
lived in asceticism. Numerous miracles 
accompanied her preaching. On the Feast 
of the Transfiguration of the Lord, as 
pagan priests offered sacrifice in the 
presence of the emperor Mirian and a 
multitude of the people, the idols Armaz, 
Gatsi, and Gaim were toppled from a 
high mountain through the prayers of St 
Nino. This was accompanied by a strong 
storm.

Entering Mtskhet, the ancient capital of 
Georgia, St Nino found shelter in the 
household of a childless imperial official, 
whose wife Anastasia was delivered from 
infertility through the prayers of St Nino, 
and she came to believe in Christ.

St Nino healed the Georgian empress 
Nana from a grievous infirmity. After her 
Baptism, she ceased to worship idols and 
became a zealous Christian instead (Oc-
tober 1). Continued on page 7

St Nino (Nina), Equal of the Apostles and Enlightener of Georgia
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“Come Receive the Light” on radio at WHK, 
1220 AM on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. is produced by the 
Orthodox Christian Network (OCN), a SCOBA 
commissioned agency.  Upcoming programs include:

✴1-14-2007 Topic: The Gospel of John – Beholding 
the Glory;  Guest: Fr. Lawrence Farley 

✴1-21-2007 Topic: Portrait of a royal family in Icons; 
Guest: Laurence Manos 

OCN is ready for their most ambitious project yet!  
On January 21, 2007 they are planning to launch The 
ARK, a 24-7 internet media resource that will feature 
Orthodox music written and recorded by talented 
Orthodox Christian artists who are working hard to 
put the timeless beauty of Orthodox theology within 
reach of today’s world.  For more info visit 
www.receive.org  or contact host Fr. Chris Metropu-
los at 877-273-2348 (toll-free) or info@receive.org 

Thank You for Your Continuing Donations to 
the Cathedral Roof Fund.  

As of January 7, 2007, $39,034 has been col-
lected toward the $50,000 goal.

Chicken Paprikash Dinner 
Sunday, January 28, 2007  

(after Liturgy) at St. Michael’s Woodside

Adults $12 - Children (under 9) $5
Tickets go on sale after January 7th

for details call Woodside at 440-526-9696.

This is the 60th year of the United Commemoration of the Sunday of Orthodoxy in Greater Cleveland.  The “Tri-
umph of Orthodoxy Service” will be celebrated on Sunday, February 25, 2007 at 6:00 PM at St. Mary Romanian 
Orthodox Cathedral, 3256 Warren Rd. in Cleveland.  In connection with the feast, a program book will list the 
names of donors who supported the event.  If you would like to be a patron, please make your check payable 
to Inter Orthodox Council and submit it along with the form at the bottom of the ORTHODOXY IN AMERICA flyer 
to the Cathedral Office by January 21, 2007.  Find flyers in the Cathedral foyer, Parish Hall & Cemetery office.

STOP the PRESS!! Boys' Night Out 

is rescheduled for Sunday Feb. 4 at 
5PM! The previous Sunday got WAY too busy, 

so please plan on the new date of Feb. 4 - it's 
the second-to-last Sunday for meat before Great 

Lent, so come and enjoy a festive evening. See 
Daniel Morris if you plan to attend.

Eastern Orthodox Women’s Guild (EOWG)
Pan-Orthodox Luncheon

Saturday, February 10, 2007
12:30 PM  

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
2587 W. 14th St. at Starkweather

RSVP by February 5th
Ann Porterfield 216.328.9247
Josephine Vuich 216.676.4186. 

FOCA 
Annual Chili Cook-off 
happens in February! 

Round up your recipes &
stay tuned for details!

http://www.receive.org
http://www.receive.org
mailto:info@receive.org
mailto:info@receive.org
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Our venerable and God-
bearing Father Saint Anthony 
the Great was born in to a 
wealthy family in upper Egypt 
about 254 AD. Also known 
as Anthony of Egypt, Anthony 
of the Desert, and Anthony 
the Anchorite, he was a 
leader among the Desert Fa-
thers, who were Christian 
monks in the Egyptian desert 
in the 3rd and 4th centuries 
AD. The Orthodox Church 
celebrates his feast on Janu-
ary 17.

One day after a teaching on 
Jesus saying to the people, 
"If you want to be perfect, go, 
sell what you have and give 
to the poor, and you will have 
treasures in heaven; and come, follow Me" 
(Matthew 19:21), St. Anthony sold everything 
he owned, gave the proceeds to the poor, and 
left the city behind to live in the desert.

Although he held no titles or 
position, his holiness marked 
him as one whose wisdom 
commanded respect. When 
the Synod of Nicea was con-
vened, he was invited to par-
ticipate. His eloquent de-
fense of the Orthodox doc-
trine concerning the person 
of Jesus Christ was instru-
mental in weakening the po-
sition of Arianism. His wit-
ness led to the eventual and 
complete elimination of Ari-
anism.

He instructed his followers to 
bury his body in an un-
marked, secret grave, lest his 
body become an object of 
veneration. The monastic 

rules of Saint Anthony, the "patriarch" of mo-
nastic life, have served as the basis for count-
less monasteries.  

Retrieved from 

http://orthodoxwiki.org/Anthony_the_Great"

St. Anthony the Great Commemorated on January 17

 
 The pleasure of your company  

is requested at the 
dedication and house blessing 

of ZOE House on 
Sunday, January 21, 2007 

at 6:00 p.m.   
ZOE House 

5935 State Road 
Parma, OH 

 
 Refreshments, fellowship and tours 

immediately following 
 

 Kindly RSVP to Kathy by January 10th at  
440-842-6639 

 

January 22, 2007   ZOE bus to Washington, D.C.   
 departs at 4:00 am from new home at 
 5935 State Road, Parma, OH 
 Contact Kathy to reserve your seat at 
 440-842-6639  

November 14, 2006 
 
Dear Fathers, 
 
ZOE for Life! Would like to make this information available to you for your upcoming 
bulletins and calendars. Please include as you are able .  
 
Beth Hudak 

Help Wanted! 
 
Have you been thinking the time has come for 
you to do something meaningful?  Have you 
been longing to get involved with ZOE’s work, 
but haven’t known how?  Do you have lots of 
enthusiasm, creativity and organizational 
skills?  If the answer is yes, ZOE needs you! 
 
Join us.  The rewards are overwhelming!   
Call Paula at 440-893-9990, or  call  
Iryna at 440-582-1051,  let us see how you 
can put your talents to work for Him.  
 

A PRAYER FOR CHANGE
Sunday, January 21, 2007

A PUBLIC WITNESS FOR THE 
HOLINESS OF HUMAN LIFE

5:00 PM Akathist Hymn to Our Lord Je-
sus Christ at St. Vladimir Ukrainian Or-

thodox Cathedral, 5913 State Rd. in Parma
6:00 PM Dedication and Blessing of ZOE 
House at 5935 State Rd. Tours & fellow-

ship follow. Kathy 440.842.6639.

Kontakion 
(Second Tone)

    Forsaking the uproars of 
life O venerable one, 

    you completed your life 
in quiet, fully imitating 

the Baptist. 
    Therefore, we honor you 

with him, O Anthony, 
Father of Fathers. 

http://orthodoxwiki.org/Anthony_the_Great
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Anthony_the_Great
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St Athanasius the Great the Archbishop of Alexandria
Commemorated on January 18
 
Saints Athanasius and Cyril were Archbishops of Alexandria. 
These wise teachers of truth and defenders of Christ's Church 
share a joint Feast in recognition of their dogmatic writings which 
affirm the truth of the Orthodox Faith, correctly interpret the Holy 
Scripture, and censure the delusions of the heretics.

St Athanasius took part in the First Ecumenical Council when he 
was still a deacon. He surpassed everyone there in his zeal to 
uphold the teaching that Christ is consubstantial (homoousios) 
with the Father, and not merely a creature, as the Arians pro-
claimed. 

St Athanasius wrote commentaries on Holy Scripture, and books 
of a moral and didactic character, as well as a biography of St 
Anthony the Great (January 17), with whom St Athanasius was 
very close. St John Chrysostom advised every Orthodox Chris-
tian to read this Life. He is also commemorated on May 2 (the 
transfer of his holy relics). 
 

Venerable Macarius the Great of 
Egypt - Commemorated January 19
Man's highest goal and purpose, the union of 
the soul with God, is a primary principle in the 
works of St Macarius. Describing the meth-
ods for attaining mystical communion, the 
saint relies upon the experience of the great 
teachers of Egyptian monasticism and on his 
own experience. The way to God and the ex-
perience of the holy ascetics of union with 
God is revealed to each believer's heart.

Earthly life, according to St Macarius, has 
only a relative significance: to prepare the 
soul, to make it capable of perceiving the 
heavenly Kingdom, and to establish in the 
soul an affinity with the heavenly homeland.

"For those truly believing in Christ, it is 
necessary to change and transform the 
soul from its present degraded nature 
into another, divine nature, and to be 
fashioned anew by the power of the Holy 
Spirit." 

A harmful 
word 

makes 
good 

things bad, 
but a good 

word 
makes bad 

things 
good.

St. Macarius
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Prayer Requests

Departed: 
Protodeacon Peter Homik +12/15/06
Mary Hassfurther +1/1/07

Ill-afflicted:
Helen Baldner
Mary Marhefka
John Clements
Eileen Eschuk
Henry & Julia Grabowski
John & Ann Shuleva
Jan Tkacz
Jeanne Twitchell
Billy J Spurlock
James Sheehan
Julia Zimmerman
Mary Wazevich
Valentina Ponomarenko
Natalie Ponomarenko
Roy A. Baldner
Michael & Jennifer Turczyk
Helen Kozak
Nick Jarachovic
Marshall Prock
Mary Ann Silberhorn
Irene Kobelak (Mary Kluchnik’s sister)

Maura & Will Oprisko & Unborn 
Child
Emily & Jason Grimes & Unborn 
Child

Upcoming Events
 January 21 - ZOE House dedication & blessing
 January 22 - ZOE for Life bus to Washington DC
 January 26 - Tatiana Ball @ Woodside
 January 28 - 40-day Memorial Service for Fr. Dn. Peter
 January 28 - Retirement Party for Jose Caraballo
 January 28 - Chicken Paprikash Dinner @ St. Michael’s
 February 4 - Boys’ Night Out
 February 10 - EOWG Pan-Orthodox Luncheon
 February 18 - Forgiveness Sunday
 February 19 - Great Lent begins 
 February 25 -Sunday of Orthodoxy @ St. Mary’s 

Parish Council News
The next Parish Council 
Meeting is 6:00 PM, Thurs-
day, January 25, 2006 at 
Ridge Manor. Any parish 
member is welcome.

2006 and 2007 
Dues

$250.00 per 
Adult member 
(18 and older)

per year

Coffee Hour & Greeters Schedules
Coffee Hour Hosts:           Greeters:
1/14  Dan & Lavinia Morris            Debbi Pinta & Linda Smotzer
1/21  Joyce Tabeling               Stephen & Eileen Bondor
1/28  Patti Sankovic & Natalia Pricinovskis Paul Pangrace & Karen Felon
2/04  Kate Zolikoff                Paul Pangrace
2/11  Donna Jacak                Karen Felon & Maca Tyler
2/18  Maca Tyler & Judy Schwind       L. Smotzer & V. Medvec

join the greeters ministry in 2007.  call 
michael tabeling at 216.521.9418 or write  

m.tabeling@att.net to learn more

Contact for the “ZOE for Life” 
events is Kathy at 440.842.6639. To 
volunteer, call Paula at 440.893.9990

There will be an Open House Retirement Party for 
Jose Caraballo at Ridge Manor on Sunday January 28th 
(1pm-5pm).  Jose honorably served St. Theodosius at the 
Cemetery for over thirty years! Please call the office at 
216.741.1310 or write sttheocemetery@yahoo.com by January 

22nd if you plan to attend.

In order to ensure proper credit for your church donations, please be sure to 
INCLUDE YOUR ENVELOPE [MEMBER] NUMBER ON YOUR CHECKS AND/OR 
“GENERIC” ENVELOPES!  If you have any questions, please see one of the 

Vestrymen.

mailto:m.tabeling@att.net
mailto:m.tabeling@att.net
mailto:sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
mailto:sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
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Continued from page 2
In spite of the miraculous healing of his 
wife, the emperor Mirian (265-342), in 
view of the complaints of the pagans, 
prepared to subject St Nino to fierce 
tortures. "At that very moment, when 
they plotted to execute the righteous one, 
the sun darkened and an impenetrable 
mist covered the place where the em-
peror was."

The emperor suddenly fell blind, and 
seized by terror, his retainers began to 
beg their pagan idols for the light to 
return. "But Armaz, Gaim and Gatsi were 
deaf, and the darkness only intensified. 
Then with one voice they cried out to the 
God of Nino. Instantly, the darkness was 
lifted, and the sun shone in all its radi-
ance." This event occurred on May 6, 
319.

Emperor Mirian, healed from his blind-
ness by St Nino, was baptized with all his 
retainers. By 324, Christianity had estab-
lished itself in Georgia.

The Chronicles relate that through her 
prayers, the location of the Lord's Chiton 
was revealed to St Nino. At this place the 
first Christian church was built in Georgia 
(at first a wooden church, but then a 
stone cathedral, in honor of the Twelve 
Holy Apostles, the "Svetitskhoveli").

At the request of the emperor Mirian, 
and with the cooperation of the Byzan-

tine emperor St Constantine (306-337), 
Bishop Eustathius of Antioch was sent to 
Georgia with two priests and three dea-
cons. Christianity took a definite hold 
upon the land. The mountain regions of 
Georgia, however, remained without en-
lightenment.

St Nino traveled with the presbyter James 
and one of the deacons, to the upper 
regions of the Aragva and Iori Rivers, 
where she preached the Gospel to the 
people. Many of them came to believe in 
Christ and receivedholy Baptism. Then St 
Nino proceeded to Kakhetia (Eastern 
Georgia) and settled in the village of 
Bodbe, in a small tent beside a moun-
tain. Here she led an ascetic life of con-
stant prayer, and converting the local 
inhabitants to Christ. Amidst all these was 
the empress of Kakhetia, named Sodzha 
[Sophia], who accepted Baptism with all 
her court and a multitude of the people.

Having completed her apostolic service in 
Georgia, St Nino had a revelation from 
God of her impending end. In a letter to 
the emperor Mirian, she requested him to 
send Bishop John, so that he might pre-
pare her for her final journey. Not only 
Bishop John did come, but also the em-
peror with all the clergy went to Bodbe, 
where many healings took place at the 
deathbed of St Nino. For the edification 
of the people who had come, and at the 
request of her disciples, St Nino told 
them of her life. This narration, written 

down by Solomia of Udzharm, has served 
as the basis of the Life of St Nino.

Having received the Holy Mysteries, St 
Nino instructed that her body be buried 
at Bodbe, and then she peacefully de-
parted to the Lord in the year 335 (ac-
cording to other sources, in the year 347, 
at the age of sixty-seven, after 35 years 
of apostolic labor).

The emperor, the clergy and the people, 
grieving over the death of St Nino, 
wished to transfer her relics to the 
Mtskhet cathedral church, but they were 
not able to remove the coffin of the as-
cetic from her chosen place of rest. The 
emperor Mirian laid the foundations of a 
church on this site in 342, and his son 
the emperor Bakur (342-364) completed 
and dedicated the church in the name of 
St Nino's relative, the holy Great Martyr 
George.

Later, a women's monastery dedicated to 
St Nino was founded at this place. The 
relics of the saint, concealed beneath a 
crypt at her command, were glorified by 
many miracles and healings. The Geor-
gian Orthodox Church, with the consent 
of the Patriarchate of Antioch, designated 
St Nino the Enlightener of Georgia as 
Equal of the Apostles. She was numbered 
among the Saints, and her Feast was 
established as January 14, the day of 
her blessed repose.  

The 40-day 
Memorial Service 
for Fr. Dn. Peter 
will be held fol-

lowing Liturgy on 
January 28th.

"We must never admit evil thoughts that fill us with sor-
row and hatred for the place in which we live, and sug-
gest that we go somewhere else. If someone tries to do 
something good in the place where he lives but fails to 
complete it, he should not think that he will accomplish 
it elsewhere. It is not the place that produces success, but 
faith and a firm will. A tree which is often transplanted 
does not bear fruit."
St. Euthemius the Great - Commemorated on January 20



Sunday January 14
31st Sunday After Pentecost
Leave-taking of Theophany
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Monday January 15

Tuesday January 16

Wednesday January 17

Thursday January 18
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment at Ridge Manor

Friday January 19

Saturday January 20
4:30 PM Church School
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday January 21
32nd Sunday After Pentecost
Zacchaeus Sunday
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
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Addressee

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral

8200 Biddulph Rd

Brooklyn, OH 44144

Weekly Schedule

"Pay attention to what I tell you: who-
ever you may be, always have God be-
fore your eyes; whatever you do, do it 
according to the testimony of the holy 
Scriptures; in whatever place you live, 
do not easily leave it. Keep these three 
precepts and you will be saved."
 
                   -  St Anthony the Great


