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733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
 

www.sttheodosius.org 
 

Father Jan Cizmar 
1(440) 732-8182 
st.theodosiuscathedral@ 
gmail.com  
Office Hours TWTh  
9AM-2PM, please call ahead 
 
Subdeacon Michael Tabeling, 
  Sacristan 
 
Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky 
  Sacristan 
 
Reader Julius Kovach, 
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster 
 
Denise “Nisi” Pozderac 
dpozderac.tlc@gmail.com  
   Parish Council President 
 
Paul Zawolowycz 
   Ambo Editor 
 

St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 

 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 

Please check weekly schedule 

for specific days (last page). 

Previous Ambos archived on 

our website. 

 

Articles for publication 

should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

February 20, 2022 

SUNDAY OF THE 

PRODIGAL SON  

First and second 

finding of the 

Honorable Head 

of the Holy Glori-

ous Prophet, Fore-

runner, and     

Baptist of the 

Lord, John (Feb 

24) After the Be-

heading of the Ho-

ly Prophet, Fore-

runner and Baptist 

John (August 29), 

his body was bur-

ied by disciples in 

the Samarian city 

of Sebaste, and his 

venerable head 

was hidden by He-

rodias in an un-

clean place. Saint 

Joanna (June 27), 

the wife of King 

Herod’s steward 

Chuza (Luke 8:3), secretly took the holy head and placed it into a vessel 

and buried it on the Mount of Olives in one of Herod’s properties. 

After many years, this property passed into the possession of a govern-

ment official who became a monk with the name of Innocent. He built a 
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church and a cell there. When they started to dig 

the foundation, the vessel with the venerable 

head of John the Baptist was uncovered. Innocent 

recognized its great holiness from the signs of 

grace emanating from it. Thus occurred the First 

Finding of the Head. Innocent preserved it with 

great piety, but fearful that the holy relic might 

be abused by unbelievers, before his own death 

he again hid it in that same place, where it was 

found. Upon his death the church fell into ruin 

and was destroyed. 

During the days of Saint Constantine the Great 

(May 21), when Christianity began to flourish, the 

holy Forerunner appeared twice to two monks 

journeying to Jerusalem on pilgrimage to the holy 

places, and he revealed the location of his venera-

ble head. 

The monks uncovered the holy relic and, placing 

it into a sack of camel-hair, they proceeded home-

wards. Along the way they encountered an un-

named potter and gave him the precious burden 

to carry. Not knowing what he was carrying, the 

potter continued on his way. But the holy Fore-

runner appeared to him and ordered him to flee 

from the careless and lazy monks, with what he 

held in his hands. The potter concealed himself 

from the monks and at home he preserved the 

venerable head with reverence. Before his death 

he placed it in a water jug and gave it to his sis-

ter. 

From that time the venerable head was succes-

sively preserved by devout Christians, until the 

priest Eustathius (infected with the Arian heresy) 

came into possession of it. He beguiled a multi-

tude of the infirm who had been healed by the ho-

ly head, ascribing their cures to the fact that it 

was in the possession of an Arian. When his blas-

phemy was uncovered, he was compelled to flee. 

After he buried the holy relic in a cave, near Eme-

sa, the heretic intended to return later and use it 

for disseminating falsehood. God, however, did 

not permit this. Pious monks settled in the cave, 

and then a monastery arose at this place. In the 

year 452 Saint John the Baptist appeared to Archi-

mandrite Marcellus of this monastery, and indi-

cated where his head was hidden. This became 

celebrated as the Second Finding. The holy relic 

was transferred to Emesa, and later to Constanti-

nople. 

Fr. Cizmar would like to know who requires visitation. He is eager to visit those who might have 

gone a long time without visitation due to COVID, our absence of a rector, or for any reason at all. A 

key duty of a priest’s ministry is to visit the sick and confined, those unable to attend the holy ser-

vices for any reason. 

He asks that we use the contact number provided should we need anything from him. His phone 

number and email address are printed on the front of every Ambo, and are repeated here: 
 

Father Jan Cizmar  -  1(440) 732-8182  -  st.theodosiuscathedral@ gmail.com 

Visitations 

Due to the pandemic, and our financial position last year, we suspended the Food Pantry bags for 

Merrick House (20 bags of groceries for their Moms First program).  There are envelopes in the foyer 

specifically for this, or you can earmark a special offering envelope for the Merrick House Food Pan-

try. Please consider 'sponsoring a bag' for $10.  

Thank you for your consideration.                                                    - Dan Morris 

mailto:st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com
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The Sunday after the Sunday of the Publican 

and the Pharisee is the Sunday of the Prodigal 

Son. This parable of God’s forgiveness calls us 

to “come to ourselves” 

as did the prodigal 

son, to see ourselves 

as being “in a far coun-

try” far from the Fa-

ther’s house, and to 

make the journey of 

return to God. We are 

given every assurance 

by the Master that our 

heavenly Father will 

receive us with joy and 

gladness. We must on-

ly “arise and go,” con-

fessing our self-

inflicted and sinful 

separation from that 

“home” where we truly 

belong (Luke 15:11-

24). 

After the Polyeleion at 

Matins, we first hear 

the lenten hymn “By the Waters of Babylon.” It 

will be sung for the next two Sundays before 

Lent begins, and it serves to reinforce the 

theme of exile in today’s Gospel. 

Starting tomorrow, the weekday readings sum-

marize the events of 

Holy Week. On Monday 

we read Saint Mark's 

account of the Entry 

into Jerusalem. On 

Tuesday we read how 

Judas went to the chief 

priests and offered to 

betray the Lord. On the 

night before His death 

Christ tells His disci-

ples that one of them 

will betray Him. He al-

so predicts that they 

will desert Him, and 

that Peter will deny 

Him three times. On 

Wednesday the Gospel 

describes how Judas 

betrayed the Savior 

with a kiss. Thursday's 

Gospel tells how Jesus was questioned by Pi-

late. On Friday we read the narrative of 

Christ's crucifixion and death. 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

Faith Enrichment is back. We will hold class for seven weeks, starting on Thursday, February 17th and 

ending on Thursday, March 31st. 

We will be studying the Book of Genesis, using the book by Fr. Patrick Henry Reardon, Creation and 

the Patriarchal Histories, Orthodox Christian Reflection on the Book of Genesis.” 

Please arrive by 10:45 AM so that we can start at 11:00 AM. 

Contact Subdeacon Leon (440 666-7601) or Reader Paul Pangrace (440 884-3115) for additional in-

formation. 

Faith Enrichment Resumes 
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Dear Voting Members of St. Theodosius Parish, 

 

Please set aside some time after Divine Liturgy for Sunday, February 27th, 2022, for  the purpose of voting 

for the sale of Copper Stone. We have a purchase agreement and things are proceeding quickly. The motion 

will be to allow Parish Council President Denise Pozderac to sign the purchase agreement on behalf of St. The-

odosius Orthodox Christian Cathedral, as well as to amend our articles of incorporation to permit the sale. The 

purchase agreement and the proposed amendment are ready for anyone who wants to see them. Copies have 

been printed and will be provided upon request. 

 

Mail-in ballots have been approved by His Eminence, but must be requested in advance by contacting 

Fr. Jan (only). 

 

We cannot get this done without a quorum, so please make whatever arrangements are needed to be able to 

stay after Divine Liturgy on February 27th. This will be a short meeting. 

 

Sincerely, 

The Parish Council  

Eastern Orthodox Women's Guild of Greater Cleveland 

“Unity Through Participation” 

Memorial Service for Deceased EOWG Members 

Saturday, March 5, 202210:00 AM 

St. Theodosius Cathedral 

733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland, OH 44113 

Following the Memorial Service: 

 Pre-Lenten Luncheon and Refreshments 

 Q&A with Fr. Ján Čižmár  

We need volunteers to supply the refreshments for the meeting.  

Please contact Karen M.Felon (440 666 7538) to volunteer.   

Also note our own Father Jan will be our speaker. Let's  support him! 

Church School 
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Greater Cleveland Collllcil 
Of Orthodox Clergy 

Sunday of Orthodoxy 

Great Vespers 

March 13, 2022 

5:00 P.M. 
First Sunday of the Great Fast 

All the Orthodox Parishes in our area will worship together celebrating 
restoration of icons in the 800s after the iconoclast heresy. 

Saint Matthew the Evangelist 
Antiochian Orthodox Church 

10383 Albion Road 
North Royalton, OH 44133 

Chief Celebrant and Homilist 
His Eminence, the Most Reverend 
Michael, Archbishop of New York and 
the Diocese of New York & New 
Jersey (OCA) 

Children are invited to bring Icons and 
~ in the procession 

Fellowship and refreshments in the Church Hall following the service 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Departed: 

Subdeacon Leonard Heim  

Alexander Ponomarenko  

Protopresbyter George Hnatko  

  

Special Intentions: 

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s father )  

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Reader Paul Pangrace 

Reader Frank Tkacz  

Reader Ron Latre (cousin of Felons ) 

   

Dan Boer io  

Jennifer Boer io  

Horia Dascalescu  (Lavinia's brother) 

Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz's Sister  ) 

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s brother ) 

Janice Tkacz  

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon  ) 

Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana ) 

Erin Zawolowycz   

Mary Kay Weber    

Mickey O'Brien (friend of Arlene ) 

Joe Czajkowski (son of Jerry  )  

Carol Nielsen (Paul Pangrace‘s sister ) 

Matthew Ponomarenko  

Virginia Medvec  

Stephen Chwalyk  

Child Benjamin Udell (son of Michael and Lacey  ) 

Arlene Czajkowski   

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon  ) 

Maggie Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon ) 

Margaret “Peg” Peyton (Cathy’s aunt ) 

Kristin Robinson (friend of Nicholas Kozak  ) 

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin ) 

Child Anna Marie Luvison (daughter of Matthew & 

Katie (Ellis) Luvison) 

Martha Musil (mother of L inda Kovach  ) 

Michael Bowman (Lydia Mytrohovich’s neighbor ) 

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon  ) 

Grace Mary Parhamovich (mother of Karen Felon  ) 

Yvonne “Evie” D'Amico  (friend of SBDN Igor) 

Peter  

Andrew Mytrohovich   

Greg Galan (cousin of Betty Balasz, friend of Karen 

& Subdeacon Darrell Felon  ) 

Robbie Prock  

Gayle Vidovich  

Phyllis Gindlesperger   

David Magistro  (friend of Reader Eric) 

Nadim Nader  (in-law of Nisi ) 

Lonnie Ellis (husband of Debra Ellis and Father of 

Nadine and Katie Ellis-Luvison ) 

Scott Wagner  (neighbor of Paul & Erin 

Zawolowycz ) 

Jeremy & Yvonne & unborn child  

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit names to the Prayer List by 

emailing them to  

ambo-theodosius@googlegroups.com  

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless 

requested otherwise. 

2/20/2022 

mailto:ambo-theodosius@googlegroups.com
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BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday,  February 20 

Mark 16:1-8 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Luke 15:11-32 

 

Monday, February 21 

1 John 2:18-3:10 

Mark 11:1-11 

 

Tuesday, February 22 

1 John 3:11-20 

Mark 14:10-42 

 

Wednesday,  February 23 

1 John 3:21-4:6 

Mark 14:43-15:1 

 

Thursday,  February 24 

Composite 8 - Isaiah 40, 41, 

45, 48, 54 

Composite 9 - Malachi 3, 4 

Composite 3 - Wisdom of 

Solomon 4, 5 

Luke 7:17-30 

2 Corinthians 4:6-15 

Matthew 11:2-15 

1 John 4:20-5:21 

Mark 15:1-15 

 

Friday,  February 25 

2 John 1:1-13 

Mark 15:22-25, 33-41 

 

Saturday,  February 26 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 

John 5:24-30 

1 Corinthians 10:23-28 

Luke 21:8-9, 25-27, 33-36 

 

Sunday,  February 27 

Composite 2 - Proverbs 10, 

3, 8 

Proverbs 10:31-11:12 

Wisdom of Solomon 4:7-15 

Mark 16:9-20 

Hebrews 13:17-21 

John 10:9-16 

1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2 

Matthew 25:31-46 

Sunday, February 20 

Sunday of The Prodigal Son 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Coffee Hour to follow  

12:00 PM Victor Jacak Panikhida 

 

Monday, February 21 

Saint Makarios of Glinsk Her-

mitage (19th c.)  

 

Tuesday, February 22 

Uncovering of the Relics of the 

Holy Martyrs at the Gate of Eu-

genius at Constantinople (395-

423)  

 

Wednesday, February 23 

Hieromartyr Polycarp, Bishop of 

Smyrna (167)  

Thursday, February 24 

First (4th c.) and Second (452) Find-

ing of the Honorable Head of the Ho-

ly Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and 

Baptist of the Lord, John  

    

Friday, February 25 

St. Tarasius, Archbishop of Con-

stantinople (806)  

  

Saturday, February 26 

Memorial Saturday 

5:30 PM Memorial Service  

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 

Sunday, February 27 

Sunday of the Last Judgment 

Meatfare Sunday  

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Coffee Hour to follow  

WEEKLY  

SCHEDULE 

2022 

St. Theodosius is now a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up 

a Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special occa-

sions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate   

https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

