Ambo

ST. THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

www.sttheodosius.org

Father Jan Cizmar

1(440) 732-8182
st.theodosiuscathedral@
gmail.com

Office Hours TWTh
9AM-2PM, please call ahead

Subdeacon Michael Tabeling,
Sacristan

Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky
Sacristan

Reader Julius Kovach,
Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

Denise “Nisi” Pozderac
dpozderac.tlc@gmail.com
Parish Council President

Mary Swit, Parish Secretary
1(216) 574-4886
StTheodosiusCathedral
(@protonmail.com

Office Hours MTWTh
10:00AM-2:00PM

Paul Zawolowycz
Ambo Editor

Divine Services

Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Please check weekly schedule
for specific days (last page).
Previous Ambos on website.
Articles for publication
should be submitted to:
ambo-theodosius
(@googlegroups.com

MAY 29, 2022
6TH SUNDAY OF PASCHA
SUNDAY OF
THE BLIND MAN

At the end of
Chapter 8 in Gos-
pel of Saint John,
the Savior was
disputing with
the Pharisees in
the Temple dur-
ing the Feast of
Tabernacles. He
told them, "Your
father Abraham
was glad that he
should see my
day; and he saw it
and re-

joiced" (John
8:56). The Jews
said that Jesus
was not even fifty
years old, so how
could He claim to
have seen Abra-
ham? The Lord
replied, "Before
Abraham was, I
am." I am, of

course, is the name that God revealed to Moses in the Burning Bush.
When the Jews picked up stones to throw at Him, He hid Himself and

went out of the Temple.
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We read in Salnt John's Gospel (9:1-38): "As He
passed by, he saw a man who was blind from
birth." It might appear that Jesus was on His way
to something or someone else, but in his Com-
mentary on the Gospel of Saint John, the ever-
memorable Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas, quotes
from Homily LVI of Saint John Chrysostom: "that
on going out of the Temple, He proceeded inten-
tionally to the work, is clear from this: it was He
who saw the

blind man, and

not the blind

man who came

to Him...."

Christ's disci-

ples asked Him

who had

sinned, the

blind man or

his parents that

he had been

born blind. Je-

sus answered,

"Neither this

man nor his

parents sinned,

but that the works of God might be manifested in
him" (John 9:3). It was thought that a person who
had some affliction must have sinned (or his par-
ents did) to deserve such punishment. In the Book
of Exodus (20:5), God said that he would visit "the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the
third and fourth generation." This, however, ap-
plied to the sin of idolatry, if the children emulat-
ed their parents' behavior.

The blind man was not born blind just so the mir-
acle could be performed, but seeing the man in
such a condition, the Lord decided to use him in a
way that would manifest God's glory. He Who is
the Light of the world healed the blind man and
enlightened him. Giving sight to the blind was
one of the signs which would identify the Messiah

(Matthew 11:4-6).

The Lord made clay when He spat on the ground,
and placed it in the man’s empty eye sockets and
sent him to the pool of Siloam to wash. Most ver-
sions of the Gospels translate the word enebnkev as
"anointed," but it can also mean "to spread on," or
"to smear." Siloam means "sent," and in Saint
John's Gospel Christ says about forty times that
He Himself had
been sent by
the Father."

This manner of
healing re-
minds us of the
way God creat-
ed man by
fashioning him
from the dust
of the earth. In
the Old Testa-
ment God cre-
ated man from
the dust of the
earth, now
Christ, the
same God, fashions eyes from the clay and places
them in the blind man’s empty sockets. Here are
some quotes from the Pentecostarion:

At the Oikos of Matins: "He receives physical eyes
as well as those of the soul."

In the Verses of the Synaxarion: O Bestower of
light. Who are Light coming forth from Light; You
gave eyes to the man who was blind from birth, O
Word."

In the second exapostilarion: "Along the way, the
Savior found a man who lacked both sight and

eyes."

At Monday Vespers (stikheron of the Feast) we
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sing, "With his whole soul, and mind, and his
tongue, the man who in times not long passed
had been blind, confessed Him Who had fash-
ioned eyes for him out of spittle and clay..."

Saint Theophylaktos says in his Commentary that
"Jesus our Lord fashioned all the members of the
blind man's body except for the eyes, which He
omitted. By healing them now, he completes the
divine act of creating and demonstrates that He is
the Creator."

Jesus tests the faith of the blind man by sending
him to the Pool of Siloam (which means “sent”).
He respects the man’s freedom, but asks for his
voluntary and free participation in the miracle.
The blind man, with faith, obeys God’s command.
He goes and washes in the pool, and he returns
seeing.

The former blind man’s life was not made easier,
however. He becomes the object of the Scribes’
and Pharisees' evil and hatred, those who believed
in God and in the observance of His Law. They
themselves were blind, yet they were suspicious
of the formerly blind man, imagining that he only
pretended to be blind and now was able to see.
"They willingly were made blind by the dark letter
of the Law, in which Christ, the resplendent Sun
shines."!

They questioned the man who was blind, but
when they see the miracle before their eyes, in-

stead of believing, they shut the eyes of their
souls. Then the man's parents were questioned.
They were afraid to confirm the miracle that hap-
pened to their son who was born blind, because
they did not want to be expelled from the syna-
gogue. They tried to avoid trouble by concealing
the truth. Therefore, they said, "He is of age, ask
him!"

We who receive benefits from God every day are
ashamed or afraid to confess God because of our
lack of trust. We put our own interests above God,
knowing that He will understand us! He will un-
derstand us, but He will also see our faith and
what priorities we have in our lives. Christ will
see what "gods" we have put in His place, but He
will not cease to remind us that He is the light of
the world.

The blind man was healed, not only in the eyes of
his body but eventually in his soul as well. He rec-
ognizes Jesus as God, and does not hesitate to
confess it before the religious rulers with courage
that many of us would envy. Faith alone is not
enough, we also need to confess our faith in order
to become genuine children of God. When we con-
fess Christ before men, He will confess us before
His Father, as the Lord has promised us:
"Everyone who shall confess me before men, I al-
so shall confess him before my Father who is in
Heaven; and whoever denies me before men I also
will deny him before my Father who is in Heav-
en" (Matthew 10:32).

MEMORIAL SERVICE

We will have a memorial service at the cemetery on Monday, May 30th, at 10:00 AM.

After the service, Fr. Jan will bless graves

EASTERN ORTHODOX WOMEN’S GUILD

Saturday, June 11, 2022 10:00 AM
Monastery March
5095 Broadview Road
Richfield Ohio 44286

Potluck picnic followed by book review
See Karen or Subdeacon Leon for books or call
440 666-7538
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New Security System
Our security system has been upgraded. Those who have a keys and need to access
the Cathedral or our other buildings should contact Fr. Jan.

Faith Enrichment Refurns

Classes will resume Thursday June 9th, 16th, and 23rd. We will meet at 11:00 AM. We will com-
plete parts four, five, and six of our book.
Contact Subdeacon Leon for more information at 440 666-7601 or Reader Paul Pangrace 440
884-3115

https://sainthermans.org/golf/

The American Legion Hellenic Post
453, area Orthodox clergy and members
of the Saint Theodosius Church Choir
will conduct its final memorial service
for our veterans at 10:00 PM on Mon-
day, May 30—Memorial Day—at the
Veteran’s Memorial Flagstaff at Saint
Theodosius Cemetery. A plaque honor-
ing the Hellenic Post’s nearly one hun-
dred years of loyal service to God and

country will also be dedicated.
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The Apostle Paul expressed his desire in the letter to Timothy:

"I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and
doubting; in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with pro-
priety and moderation." Every Christian man and woman should be dressed moderately, es-
pecially when attending church services. Due to the heat during the hot summer months, it’s
tempting to dress immodestly. But remember, our body is the temple of God therefore, we
dress in a dignified manner that befits who we are in Christ.

INCOMPLETE RECORDS ISSUE
Fr. Jan has found that there are probably some missing records for Baptisms, Christmations,

Marriages, or Funerals from January 2020 until April 2021. Please if you know about any per-

formed sacrament during that time, contact him to record it in the Parish Metric Book.

Thankyou.

Attention: We are in need of a new auditor!
Patricia Sankovic and Paul Pangrace stepped down from these positions, we are
very thankful for their work. As of now, we have one auditor (Dennis Kovach),
and we need one more. |If you could help us as an auditor, please contact Fr.
Jan, or Parish Council President Nisi Pozderac. Thank you!

CHURCH SCHOOL—SCHEDULE CHANGE

Church School meets at 4:45-5:45 PM, June 11, 2022
The June Church School class is now scheduled for Saturday June 11. We will all meet together

and work on hand made decorations for The Feast of Pentecost. Pizza will be provided.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

§Al‘ler a long break, we will resume supplying the Moms First program at Merrick House with 20 bags of groceries a
§monlh. I'm hoping we can still roughly fill a grocery bag for $10, but any contribution is welcome and appreciated.
Envelopes for donations can be found i the church foyer, or see Dan Morris.

§Thank you for generosity. - Dan Morris

.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

VISITATIONS

Fr. Cizmar would like to know who requires visitation. He is eager to visit those who might have gone a long
time without visitation due to COVID, our absence of a rector, or for any reason at all. A key duty of a
priest’s ministry is to visit the sick and confined, those unable to attend the holy services for any reason.

He asks that we use the contact number provided should we need anything from him. His phone number
and email address are printed on the front of every Ambo, and are repeated here:

Father Jan Cizmar - 1(440) 732-8182 - st.theodosiuscathedral@ gmail.com
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In Honor of

The Very Reverend Alexander Garklavs

Please join in his
Retirement Celebration

Sunday, the nineteenth of June 2022
12:00-3:00 p.m.

Woodside Event Center at St. Michael’s
5025 E. Mill Rd. Broadview Heights, Ohio

Choice of Champagne Chicken or Beef Tips
Tickets $40.00 includes luncheon & cocktails
(No charge for children under 10)

Tickets available beginning May 15th during coffee hour or
Contact Jewelann Stefanar (216-402-8599) or
Rita Bellack (330-204-9513)
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PRAYER REQUESTS

as of 5/29/2022

Departed:
Archbishop Paul
Metropolitan Hilarion

Stanislav

Special Intentions:

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s father)
Subdeacon Theodore Lentz

Reader Paul Pangrace

Reader Frank Tkacz

Reader Ron Latre (cousin of Felons)

Reader Haralambos

Dan Boerio

Jennifer Boerio

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother)
Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz's Sister )
Janice Tkacz

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon )
Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana )

Erin Zawolowycz

Mickey O'Brien (friend of Arlene)

Joe Czajkowski (son of Jerry )

Carol Nielsen (Paul Pangrace's sister )
Matthew Ponomarenko

Virginia Medvec

Stephen Chwalyk

Child Benjamin Udell (son of Michael and
Lacey)

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon )
Maggie Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Fel-
on)

Margaret “Peg” Peyton (Cathy’s aunt )

Kristin Robinson (friend of Nicholas Kozak )
Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin )
Child Anna Marie Luvison (daughter of Mat-
thew & Katie (Ellis) Luvison)

Martha Musil (mother of Linda Kovach )
Michael Bowman (Lydia Mytrohovich’s neigh-
bor)

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon )
Grace Mary Parhamovich (mother of Karen
Felon)

Peter

Andrew Mytrohovich

Robbie Prock

Gayle Vidovich

Phyllis Gindlesperger

Jeremy & Yvonne & unborn child

Alex Medvec (nephew of Virginia Medvec )
Laura

Lisa Theodore

Arlene Czajkowski

Athina

Please submit names to the Prayer List by
emailing them to
ambo-theodosius@googlegroups.com

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless
requested otherwise.
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BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, May 29

Tuesday, May 31

John 20:11-18

Acts 17:19-28

62:10-63:3, 7-9
Composite 22 - Zechariah

Saturday, June 4
Acts 20:7-12

Acts 16:16-34 John 12:19-36 14:1, 4, 8-11 John 14:10-21
John 9:1-38 Mark 16:9-20
Wednesday, Junel Acts 1:1-12 Sunday, June 5
Monday, May 30 Acts 18:22-28 Luke 24:36-53 Genesis 14:14-20
Acts 17:1-15 John 12:36-47 Deuteronomy 1:8-11, 15-17
John 11:47-57 Friday, June 3 Deuteronomy 10:14-21

Thursday, June 2

Isaiah 2:2-3

Composite 21 - Isaiah

Acts 19:1-8 John 21:1-14
John 14:1-11 Acts 20:16-18, 28-36
John 17:1-13

The day and dates above are clickable links. The links will take you to the OCA website for the Bible

readings for that day.

ST. THEODOSIUS IS NOW & SUBSCRIBER TO TITHE.LY [x] ,’ifl‘gi’ [=]
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up ? b

]
. . . r.|. ?’ﬁg‘
a Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special occa- _1"_&-#

sions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate El-:l'--l-' I

Sunday, May 29

6th Sunday of Pascha

Sunday of the Blind Man

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour to follow

11:00 AM FOCA Meeting

Monday, May 30
Venerable Isaac, founder of the Dal-
matian Monastery at Constantinople

Tuesday, May 31
Apostle Hermas of the Seventy

Wednesday, June 1
Leavetaking of Pascha
6:00 PM Vespers

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2022,

Thursday, June 2

The Ascension of our Lord
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Friday, June 3
Martyr Lucillian and those who suf-
fered with him at Byzantium

Saturday, June 4

Saint Metrophanes, first Patriarch of
Constantinople

6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, June 5
7th Sunday of Pascha
Commemoration of the Holy Fa-

thers of the First Ecumenical Coun-

cil

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour to follow
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