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Paul Zawolowycz
Ambo Editor

Divine Services

Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Please check weekly schedule
for specific days (last page).
Previous Ambos on website.
Articles for publication
should be submitted to:
ambo-theodosius

(@googlegroups.com

OCTOBER 2, 2022

16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

HIEROMARTYR CYPRIAN, VIRGIN
MARTYR JUSTINA, AND MARTYR
THEOCTISTUS, OF NICOMEDIA

Hieromartyr
Cyprian,
Virgin Martyr
Justina, and
Martyr
Theoctistus,
of Nicomedia
Saint Cyprian
was a pagan
and a native of
Antioch. From
his early child-
hood his mis-
guided parents
dedicated him
to the service
of the pagan
gods. From the
age seven until
he was thirty,
Cyprian stud-
ied at the lead-
ing centers of
paganism: on
Mount Olym-
pus; in the cit-
ies of Argos

and Tauropolis; in the Egyptian city of Memphis; and at Babylon. Once he
attained eminent wisdom in pagan philosophy and the sorcerer’s craft,
he was initiated into the pagan priesthood on Mount Olympus. Having
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discovered great power by summoning unclean
spirits, he beheld the Prince of Darkness himself,
speaking with him and receiving from him a host
of demons to serve him.

After returning to Antioch, Cyprian was revered
by the pagans as a prominent pagan priest, amaz-
ing people with his ability to cast spells, to sum-
mon pestilence and plagues, and to conjure up
the dead. He brought many people to ruin, teach-
ing them to serve the demons, and how to cast
magic spells.

The holy virgin Justina lived in Antioch. After
turning her own father and mother away from the
error of paganism and leading them to faith in
Christ, she dedicated herself to the Heavenly
Bridegroom and spent her time in fasting and
prayer. When the young man Aglaidas (AyAdaibag or
Ayhaioc) proposed marriage to her, the saint re-
fused, for she wished to remain a virgin. Aglaidas
sought Cyprian’s help. He said that he would ar-
range for Justina's heart to become filled with lust
for the young man. No matter what Cyprian tried,
he accomplished nothing, since the Saint over-
came all the wiles of the devil by prayer and fast-
ing.

Cyrian sent an unclean spirit to attack the holy

virgin, and to arouse carnal passions in her, but
she overcame them by the power of the Sign of

the Cross, and by fervent prayer to the Lord.

Even though one of the demons, and Cyprian him-
self, assumed various guises by the power of sor-
cery, they were unable to influence Saint Justina,
who was guarded by her firm faith in Christ. All
the spells were dissipated, and the demons fled at
the mention of Justina's name.

Cyprian, in his rage, sent down pestilence and
plague upon Justina’s family and upon the entire
city, but this was thwarted by her prayer. The sor-
cerer brought tribulation not only upon Justina

and her family, but upon the entire city as well.
Rumors spread that the city was being punished
because Justina would not wed Aglaias. Several
people went to her and demanded that she marry
Aglaias so that Cyprian would not punish them
with more afflictions. Justina calmed them and
assured them that soon the misfortunes which
Cyprian caused with the help of the demons
would end. Saint Justina prayed to God, the power
of the demons was destroyed, and everyone was
healed of their illnesses and afflictions.

People began to praise Christ, and to mock Cypri-
an and his sorcery. Convinced that the devil was
powerless against the Sign of the Cross, and trem-
bled at the name of Christ, Cyprian came to his
senses and realized that he had been corrupted
by becoming a sorcerer, and participating in eve-
ry sort of wickedness, doing harm to others and
deceiving them. He killed many with his spells
and potions, and he murdered many men and
women as sacrificial offerings to the demons. He
was already a partaker of the portion of the de-
mons, and if he had died at that moment, he
would have been cast into the depths of Hell. The
Lord, however, in His infinite compassion, saved
him from the abyss.

Saint Cyprian saw that the devil whom he served
was afraid of Christ. The Evil One admitted that
he was unable to conquer the maiden because he
was afraid of "a certain sign" upon her.

“If you take fright at even the mere shadow of the
Cross and if the mere name of Christ makes you
tremble,” said Cyprian, “then what will you do
when Christ Himself stands before you?”

The devil then threw himself upon the pagan
priest and attempted to beat and strangle him.
For the first time, Saint Cyrian tested the power of
the Sign of the Cross and the name of Christ,
guarding himself from the fury of the Enemy. Af-
terward, he went to the local bishop Anthimos in
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profound repentance, and threw all of his books
into the flames. The very next day, he went into
the church, and did not want to leave it, even
though he had not yet been baptized.

By his efforts to follow after righteousness, Saint
Cyprian understood the great power of faith in
Christ, making up for more than thirty years of
service to Satan. Seven days after his Baptism he
was tonsured as a reader, on the twelfth day, sub-
deacon, on the thirtieth, deacon. After a year, he
was ordained as a priest. Shortly after this, Saint
Cyprian was elevated to the rank of bishop.

Saint Cyprian converted so many pagans to Christ
that in his diocese no one was left to offer sacri-
fice to idols, and the pagan temples fell into dis-
use. Saint Justina withdrew to a monastery and
was chosen as its Superior.

During the persecution against Christians under
Enperor Diocletian, Bishop Cyprian and Saint Jus-
tina were arrested and brought to Nicomedia,
where after horrible tortures they were beheaded
with the sword. Saint Cyprian, fearful that the
holy virgin’s courage might falter if she saw him

put to death, asked for time to pray. Saint Justina
inclined her neck and was beheaded first.

After seeing the torments of Saint Justina, a sol-
dier named Theoktistos fell at Cyprian’s feet and
declared himself a Christian, and he was behead-
ed with them.

The Hieromartyr Cyprian, the Virgin Martyr Justi-
na, and the Martyr Theoktistos suffered for Christ
at Nicomedia in the year 304.

The relics of Saints Cyprian and Justina are to be
found in various places around the world. One of
Saint Cyprian's feet is at Iviron Monastery on
Mount Athos. A piece of Saint Cyprian's skull is in
the church named for these Saints at Menikos Nic-
osia. A small piece of Saint Justina's skull is there
as well. Fragments of the Holy Relics of Saints
Cyprian and Justina are in the Monastery which is
dedicated to them at Phylé, Attica. The head of
Saint Justina is located in the Monastery of
Panagia Panachrantou (the All-Holy Theotokos) on
the Greek island if Andros. Part of the hand of
Saint Cyprian is located in the Zlitari church
(Calea Victoriei 14, Bucharest Romania).

VISITATIONS
Fr. Cizmar would like to know who requires visitation. He is eager to visit those who might have gone a long time
without visitation for any reason at all. A key duty of a priest’s ministry is to visit the sick and confined, those unable
to attend the holy services for any reason. His phone number and email address are printed on the front of every Am-

bo, and are repeated here:

Father Jan Cizmar - 1(440) 732-8182 - st.theodosiuscathedral@ gmail.com

Congratulations Georgij and Tsveielina

m

Child Sara was born Friday, September 30th, 2022
And congratulations to Sara for being born to such wonderful parents!

ARCHANGEL MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH CELEBRATING 100 YEARS
100th Anniversary will be held the weekend of November 4, 5 and 6, 2022!

For more information visit the website for this celebration:

https://100.stmichaelscleveland.org/anniversary-weekend/

440-526-5192 100th@stmichaelscleveland.org
5025 E. Mill Road, Broadview Heights, OH 44147
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Special Teaching Evening
with
Paul Finley

What does our Orthodox Faith teach concerning the currently very controversial topic
of abortion? A teaching evening to explain it all will be led by Paul Finley, the director of
St. Herman FOCUS Orthodox Homeless Shelter in Cleveland. Teaching, discussion,
refreshments, fellowship ... Please come and invite your friends.

Topic: The Pro-Life Christian:
"Fighting Without and Fear Within”

(2 Cor. 7:5)

Where: St. Matthew the Evangelist Antiochian Orthodox Church
10383 Albion Rd, North Royalton

When: Sunday, October 23, 2022 @ 6:00 p.m.

Sponsored by:
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Departed:
Metropolitan Herman

Lydia Schreck (mother of Vera Rolf)

Special Intentions:

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s father )
Subdeacon Theodore Lentz

Reader Paul Pangrace

Reader Frank Tkacz

Reader Ron Latre (cousin of Felons )

Dan Boerio

Jennifer Boerio

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother)
Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz's Sister )
Janice Tkacz

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon )
Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana )
Erin Zawolowycz

Mickey O'Brien (friend of Arlene )
Joe Czajkowski (son of Jerry )

Carol Nielsen (Paul Pangrace‘s sister )
Matthew Ponomarenko

Virginia Medvec

Stephen Chwalyk

Child Benjamin Udell (son of Michael and Lacey )
Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon )

Maggie Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon )

Margaret “Peg” Peyton (Cathy’s aunt )

Kristin Robinson (friend of Nicholas Kozak )

as of 10/2/2022

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin )
Child Anna Marie Luvison (daughter of Matthew
& Katie (Ellis) Luvison)

Martha Musil (mother of Linda Kovach )
Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon )
Grace Mary Parhamovich (mother of Karen Fel-
on)

Peter

Gayle Vidovich

Jeremy & Yvonne & newborn child

Betty Balasz (friend of Karen Felon )
Constantinos

Amelia

Tina Hile (Nisi & Cindy’s sister)

Lonnie Ellis (Husband to Debra Ellis, Father to
Nadine Ellis & Katie (Ellis) Luvisona )

Tatjana

Myla

Jimmy Prochazka

Robby Prock

William Steingass (brother of Haralambos )
Jennifer Humphrey

Andrew Mytrohovich

Georgij and Tsvetelina and Newborn Sara

Please submit names to the Prayer List by
emailing them to
ambo-theodosius@googlegroups.com

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless
requested otherwise.
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BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, October 2 Wednesday, October 5 Ephesians 4:14-19 -6:3
Luke 24:12-35 Ephesians 3:8-21 Luke 7:17-30 Wisdom of Solomon 4:7-
2 Corinthians 6:1-10 Luke 6:46-7:1 15
Luke 6:31-36 Friday, October 7 Genesis 14:14-20
Thursday, October 6 Ephesians 4:17-25 Deuteronomy 1:8-11, 15-
Monday, October 3 Composite 2 - Proverbs Luke 7:31-35 17
Ephesians 1:22-2:3 10, 3, 8 Deuteronomy 10:14-21
Luke 6:24-30 Composite 3 - Wisdom of ~ Saturday, October 8 Luke 24:36-53
Solomon 4, 5 1 Corinthians 14:20-25 Hebrews 7:26-8:2
Tuesday, October 4 Composite 4 - Proverbs Luke 5:27-32 John 10:9-16
Ephesians 2:19-3:7 10; Wisdom of Solomon Hebrews 13:7-16
Luke 6:37-45 6,7,8,9 Sunday, October 9 John 17:1-13
John 10:1-9 Wisdom of Solomon 3:1- 2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1
Hebrews 7:26-8:2 Luke 7:11-16
John 10:9-16 Wisdom of Solomon 5:15

ST. THEODOSIUS IS NOW & SUBSCRIBER TO TITHE.LY

m

In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up r . .
a Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special r_b-|.-.ﬁ-
occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate Eh. rky

Sunday, October 2

Hieromartyr Cyprian, Virgin Martyr Justi-
na, and Martyr Theoctistus, of Nicomedia
(304)

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2022,

Monday, October 3

Hieromartyr Dionysius the Areopagite,
Bishop of Athens, and with him Martyrs
Rusticus the Presbyter and Eleutherius
the Deacon (96)

Tuesday, October 4
Hieromartyr Hierotheus, Bishop of Ath-
ens (1stc.)

Wednesday, October 5
Martyr Charitiné of Amisos (304)

Thursday, October 6

Glorification of St. Innocent, Metropolitan
of Moscow, Enlightener of the Aleuts, and
Apostle to the Americas (1977)

11:00 AM Faith Enrichment

Friday, October 7
Martyrs Sergius and Bacchus in Syria
(290-303)

Saturday, October 8
Ven. Pelagia the Penitent (457)
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, October 9

Glorification of St. Tikhon, Patriarch of
Moscow and All Russia, Enlightener of
North America (1989)

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour
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