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The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, was 

also named Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27); he was 

one of the Twelve Apostles (Mark 3:18; Luke 

6:45; Acts 1:13), and was brother of the Apostle 

James Alphaeus (Mark 2:14). He was a publican, 

or tax-collector for Rome, in a time when the 

Jews were under the rule of the Roman Empire. 

He lived in the Galilean city of Capernaum. When 

Matthew heard the voice of Jesus Christ: “Come, 

follow Me” (Mt. 9:9), left everything and followed 

the Savior. Christ and His disciples did not re-

fuse Matthew’s invitation and they visited his 

house, where they shared table with the publi-

can’s friends and acquaintances. Like the host, 

they were also publicans and known sinners. 

This event disturbed the pharisees and scribes a 

great deal. 

Publicans who collected taxes from their coun-

trymen did this with great profit for themselves. 

Usually greedy and cruel people, the Jews con-

sidered them pernicious betrayers of their coun-

try and religion. The word “publican” for the 

Jews had the connotation of “public sinner” and 

“idol-worshipper.” To even speak with a tax-

collector was considered a sin, and to associate 

with one was defilement. But the Jewish teachers 

were not able to comprehend that the Lord had 

“come to call not the righteous, but sinners to 

repentance” (Mt. 9:13). 

Matthew, acknowledging his sinfulness, repaid 

fourfold anyone he had cheated, and he distrib-

uted his remaining possessions to the poor, and 

he followed after Christ with the other apostles. 

Saint Matthew was attentive to the instructions 

of the Divine Teacher, he beheld His innumera-

ble miracles, he went together with the Twelve 

Apostles preaching to “the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel” (Mt. 10:6). He was a witness to 

the suffering, death, and Resurrection of the Sav-

ior, and of His glorious Ascension into Heaven. 

Having received the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

which descended upon the Apostles on the day 

of Pentecost, Saint Matthew preached in Palestine 

for several years. At the request of the Jewish 

converts at Jerusalem, the holy Apostle Matthew 

wrote his Gospel describing the earthly life of 

the Savior, before leaving to preach the Gospel in 

faraway lands. 

In the order of the books of the New Testament, 

the Gospel of Matthew comes first. Palestine is 

said to be the place where the Gospel was writ-

ten. Saint Matthew wrote in Aramaic, and then it 

was translated into Greek. The Aramaic text has 

not survived, but many of the linguistic and cul-

tural-historical peculiarities of the Greek transla-

tion give indications of it. 

The Apostle Matthew preached among people 

who were awaiting the Messiah. His Gospel mani-

fests itself as a vivid proof that Jesus Christ is 

the Messiah foretold by the prophets, and that 

there would not be another (Mt. 11:3). 

The preaching and deeds of the Savior are pre-

sented by the evangelist in three divisions, con-

stituting three aspects of the service of the Mes-

siah: as Prophet and Law-Giver (Ch. 5-7), Lord 

over the world both visible and invisible (Ch. 8-

25), and finally as High Priest offered as Sacrifice 

for the sins of all mankind (Ch. 26-27). 

The theological content of the Gospel, besides 

the Christological themes, includes also the 

teaching about the Kingdom of God and about 

the Church, which the Lord sets forth in parables 

about the inner preparation for entering into the 

Kingdom (Ch. 5-7), about the worthiness of serv-

ers of the Church in the world (Ch. 10-11), about 

the signs of the Kingdom and its growth in the 

souls of mankind (Ch. 13), about the humility 

and simplicity of the inheritors of the Kingdom 

(Mt. 18:1-35; 19 13-30; 20:1-16; 25-27; 23:1-28), 

and about the eschatological revelations of the 

Kingdom in the Second Coming of Christ within 
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the daily spiritual life of the Church (Ch. 24-25). 

The Kingdom of Heaven and the Church are 

closely interconnected in the spiritual experi-

ence of Christianity: the Church is the historical 

embodiment of the Kingdom of Heaven in the 

world, and the Kingdom of Heaven is the Church 

of Christ in its eschatological perfection (Mt. 

16:18-19; 28:18-20). 

The holy Apostle brought the Gospel of Christ to 

Syria, Media, Persia, Parthia, and finishing his 

preaching in Ethiopia with a martyr’s death. This 

land was inhabited by tribes of cannibals with 

primitive customs and beliefs. The holy Apostle 

Matthew converted some of the idol-worshippers 

to faith in Christ. He founded the Church and 

built a temple in the city of Mirmena, establish-

ing there his companion Platon as bishop. 

When the holy apostle was fervently entreating 

God for the conversion of the Ethiopians the 

Lord Himself appeared to him in the form of a 

youth. He gave him a staff, and commanded him 

to plant it at the doors of the church. The Lord 

said that a tree would grow from this staff and it 

would bear fruit, and from its roots would flow a 

stream of water. When the Ethiopians washed 

themselves in the water and ate the fruit, they 

lost their wild ways and became gentle and 

good. 

When the holy apostle carried the staff towards 

the church, he was met by the wife and son of 

the ruler of the land, Fulvian, who were afflicted 

by unclean spirits. In the Name of Christ the ho-

ly apostle healed them. This miracle converted a 

number of the pagans to the Lord. But the ruler 

did not want his subjects to become Christians 

and cease worshiping the pagan gods. He ac-

cused the apostle of sorcery and gave orders to 

execute him. 

They put Saint Matthew head downwards, piled 

up brushwood and ignited it. When the fire 

flared up, everyone then saw that the fire did 

not harm Saint Matthew. Then Fulvian gave or-

ders to add more wood to the fire, and frenzied 

with boldness, he commanded to set up twelve 

idols around the fire. But the flames melted the 

idols and flared up toward Fulvian. The fright-

ened Ethiopian turned to the saint with an en-

treaty for mercy, and by the prayer of the martyr 

the flame went out. The body of the holy apostle 

remained unharmed, and he departed to the 

Lord. 

The ruler Fulvian deeply repented of his deed, 

but still he had doubts. By his command, they 

put the body of Saint Matthew into an iron coffin 

and threw it into the sea. In doing this Fulvian 

said that if the God of Matthew would preserve 

the body of the apostle in the water as He pre-

served him in the fire, then this would be proper 

reason to worship this One True God. 

That night the Apostle Matthew appeared to 

Bishop Platon in a dream, and commanded him 

to go with clergy to the shore of the sea and to 

find his body there. The righteous Fulvian and 

his retinue went with the bishop to the shore of 

the sea. The coffin carried by the waves was tak-

en to the church built by the apostle. Then Fulvi-

an begged forgiveness of the holy Apostle Mat-

thew, after which Bishop Platon baptized him, 

giving him the name Matthew in obedience to a 

command of God. 

Soon Saint Fulvian-Matthew abdicated his rule 

and became a presbyter. Upon the death of Bish-

op Platon, the Apostle Matthew appeared to him 

and exhorted him to head the Ethiopian Church. 

Having become a bishop, Saint Fulvian-Matthew 

toiled at preaching the Word of God, continuing 

the work of his heavenly patron. 
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Faith Enrichment on hold until 1/14/2021 
Faith Enrichment is on hold until January 14th, 2021. Please contact Subdeacon Leon 

Felon at (440) 666-7601 if you have any questions.  

Special Ambo Double Issue! 

Due to technical difficulties, the previous Ambo was delayed. This special dou-

ble issue is my attempt to make up for it. –pZ 

From the Desk of Fr. Adamcio... 

The Musical “Tones” conTinued: Tone 5 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, 

co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, 

born for our salvation from the Virgin; 

for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, 

to endure death, 

and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.granting the world great mercy!” 

We continue our journey through the troparia of the Resurrection. Last week, we sing the tropar in Tone 5, a very 
pretty, though unusual melody. Also, this troparion encapsulates the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, central to our Holy 
Orthodox Faith. 
 
First, we identify ourselves as being faithful Orthodox Christians. We place our faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior, 
revealed through Holy Tradition and Holy Scripture, defined by the Holy Orthodox Church. This tropar echoes vers-
es sung at Pentecost: We have seen the True Light, we have received the heavenly Spirit; we have found the True 
Faith worshiping the undivided Trinity: Who has saved us. 
 
Now, we begin to get technical. We praise and worship the Word. We recognize Jesus as being the Second Person of 
the Holy Trinity: the Son, the Word of God. Then, we acknowledge the unity of the Trinity: Jesus is “co-eternal,” 
existing simultaneously with the Father, and the Spirit. This negates the Arian heresy, which proclaimed Jesus as a 
created being, or as he sang: “there was a time when he was not!” 
 
Next, we proclaim that Jesus was born of the Holy Ever-virgin Mary. He came into this world, as a little Child, com-
pletely human, while still being divine, with the sole purpose of saving us from sin, and giving us eternal life. This is 
accomplished by His sacrificial death on the Cross, the Crucifixion. In the flesh, He took upon Himself the sins of the 
world. Jesus died on the Cross so that we may inherit life everlasting! 
 
By so doing, Jesus raises the dead by “His glorious Resurrection,” also giving us eternal life. 
 
You may have noticed there are thematic elements from three major feast days: Nativity, Pascha, and Pentecost con-
tained in this troparion. No feast is an entity unto itself, but rather fits neatly in the pattern woven in the liturgical 
year. 
 
Thus, we are able to see the wonderful gift of forgiveness and salvation our Lord Jesus Christ give us. We worship the 

One Who has accomplished this for us, singing His praises, giving Him the glory which is His due! 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Departed: 

Metropolitian Theodosius 

 

Special Intentions: 

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s 

father) 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Reader Paul Pangrace 

Arlene Czajkowski  

 

Child Mary Kate Zweidunger  

Child Vivian Sherer  

Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann Kovach) 

Lyndsey (friend of Melissa 

McCutcheon) 

Elizabeth (Betty) Balasz 

Marie Borland 

Sandra Brello 

Elsie Conrad 

Horia Dascalescu 

Debra Ellis 

Gregory Galan 

Aleksei Green 

Virginia Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s 

mother) 

Don Hinkl 

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis      

Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law) 

Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s sister) 

Mara Kilbane (Melissa McCutcheon’s 

granddaughter) 

Annamarie Luvison (Daughter of 

Kaite Ellis-Luvison) 

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s 

brother) 

Melissa McCutcheon 

Marguerite Mihal (Paul Mihal’s    

mother) 

Paul Mihal 

Natalya Miller  (Arlene Neale’s great-

niece) 

Andrew Mytrohovich 

Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 

sister)  

Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 

mother) 

Jim Paulitzky (Jerry Czajkowski’s son-

in-law) 

James Peter  Petkac 

Susan Reese (friend of Jerry & Arlene 

Czajkowski and Betty Balasz) 

Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s 

daughter) 

Joseph Rusynyk 

Andrew Sykaluk 

Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s  

mother) 

Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia         

Mytrohovich) 

Janice Tkacz 

Joanne Theodore (Lisa Theodore’s 

mother-in law) 

Gayle Vidovitch 

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen 

Felon) 

Robert Walsh (friend of the Felons) 

Colleen Walsh (friend of the Felons) 

Erin Zawolowycz 

Kristin Robinson 

Janet Budko (sister-in-law of Arlene 

Neale) 

Laurie Budko (niece of Arlene Neale) 

Alex Ponomarenko 

Mary Kay Weber   

Mirta Szewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana)  

Mickey O'Brien (fr iend of Ar lene) 

Roger Pinta Jr . 

Kelly Buehner   

Anna Sykaluk (fr iend of Tatiana) 

Edward Zewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana) 

Joe Czajkowski (son of Jer ry) 

Patrick Gallagher  

Nathan Pozderac  

Elliott Udell (grandson of Michael 

Udell) 

Constance Zimmerman (Cindy‘s 

cousin) 

Denny Kovach 

Karen Felon 
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The Musical “Tones” conTinued: Tone 6 
The Angelic Powers were at Your tomb; the guards became as dead men. 

Mary stood by Your grave, seeking Your most pure body. 

You captured hell, not being tempted by it. 

You came to the Virgin, granting life. 

O Lord, Who rose from the dead, glory to You. 

This week, we sing the texts for the Resurrection in 
Tone 6. This is perhaps one of the most lyrical of all 
the troparion tones! The text pertaining to the Res-
urrection paint a beautiful picture of this event, and 
presents an interesting “riddle,” but more about that 
later. 
 
We are first given the scene of the empty tomb, the 
stone already having been rolled away, with the Ro-
man guards incapacitated. So much so, they ap-
peared as “dead men!” Weather they were asleep 
(punishable by death according to Roman military 
law) or comatose, is not recorded here. More than 
likely they were so astonished at seeing the angels, 
they “froze.” 
 
The angels were at the tomb announcing to the 
Myrrh-bearing Women the fact that Jesus was not 
dead, but risen from the dead. This heavenly appari-
tion would more than likely cause anyone to be fro-
zen with fear and astonishment. 
 
Mary Magdalene was one of the Myrrh-bearing 
Women who went to the tomb, and told the Apostles 
they tomb was empty. Sts. Peter and John ran to the 
tomb to see what had happened. After they returned 
home, Mary Magdalene remained there for a while 
contemplating the scene. It was there that St. John 
(20:11-18) tells us of the conversation she had with 
someone she supposed to be a “gardener.” It was, 
however, Jesus Himself! After this encounter with 
the Risen Lord, she ran back to the Disciples telling 
them that she had seen the Lord. 

Now come the fascinating conundrum: we are told 
that when Jesus descended to hell, He destroyed and 

captured it! By His Resurrection, Jesus trampled on 
hell, destroying it. But yet, we are told that He “was 
not tempted by it.” It boggles the mind that some-
one, especially Jesus would be “tempted” by such a 
place as hell, especially as we imagine it in our mod-
ern mind. 

 

Usually, hell is depicted as a place of torture and tor-
ment, very hot, and smelling of sulfur and brim-
stone. Not very inviting, to be sure. But, what if there 
is a different way to look at this place? What if hell 
could be pleasing to the eye, and rather nice to be 
there? What if it were a “Disneyland” kind of place 
that might just be very tempting to enter? This might 
be tempting indeed. But we told that hell is the only 
place in cosmos where God is not! Who would want 
to be in a place where God is not? Oh, it might look 
good for a while, but without God there can only be 
emptiness, a vacuum of love and forgiveness. Heav-
en, on the other hand, is where God lives in His Glo-
ry, to which those who are saved are able to live in 
bliss, where there is neither sickness, sighing, or sor-
row. That's the place we want eventually be! 

 

We are told that Jesus comes to the Virgin Mary at 
His Nativity as a little child, eventually to take upon 
Himself the sins of the world on the Cross, and by 
His death, entombment, Resurrection, and Ascen-
sion give us life. 

 

Then we proclaim Him as Lord, Who by rising from 

the dead, indeed is worthy of glory! 

Merrick House Angel Tree 
Our Merrick House Angel Tree will be in the foyer this Sunday, Nov. 15! If you indicated to me that you would participate (1 or 

2 tags), please feel free to take your choice, then write your name and the child's name on the sheet at the tree. If  you 

did not give me your name, please contact me - this year was different and all tags were reserved in advance (AMBO notices 

and mentions after Liturgies). There is a chance I can work something out for anyone who missed out, so please let me know if 

you wish to help, but did not reserve a tag. Gifts are due by Sunday Dec. 13. hank you very much!      

              -Dan Morris 
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The Synaxis of the Chief of the Heavenly Hosts, Archangel 

Michael and the Other Heavenly Bodiless Powers: Archan-

gels Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Selaphiel, Jehudiel, Barachiel, 

and Jeremiel was established at the beginning of the fourth 

century at the Council of Laodicea, which met several years 

before the First Ecumenical Council. The 35th Canon of the 

Council of Laodicea condemned and denounced as heretical 

the worship of angels as gods and rulers of the world, but 

affirmed their proper veneration. 

A Feastday was established in November, the ninth month 

after March (with which the year began in ancient times) 

since there are Nine Ranks of Angels. The eighth day of the 

month was chosen for the Synaxis of all the Bodiless Powers 

of Heaven since the Day of the Dread Last Judgment is called 

the Eighth Day by the holy Fathers. After the end of this age 

(characterized by its seven days of Creation) will come the 

Eighth Day, and then “the Son of Man shall come in His Glory 

and all the holy Angels with Him” (Mt. 25:31). 

The Angelic Ranks are divided into three Hierarchies: high-

est, middle, and lowest. 

The Highest Hierarchy includes: the Seraphim, Cherubim and 

Thrones. 

The six-winged SERAPHIM (Flaming, Fiery) (Is 6:12) stand 

closest of all to the Most Holy Trinity. They blaze with love 

for God and kindle such love in others. 

The many-eyed CHERUBIM (outpouring of wisdom, enlighten-

ment) (Gen 3:24) stand before the Lord after the Seraphim. 

They are radiant with the light of knowledge of God, and 

knowledge of the mysteries of God. Through them wisdom is 

poured forth, and people’s minds are enlightened so they 

may know God and behold His glory. 

The THRONES (Col 1:16) stand after the Cherubim, mysteri-

ously and incomprehensibly bearing God through the grace 

given them for their service. They are ministers of God’s jus-

tice, giving to tribunals, kings, etc. the capacity for righteous 

judgment. 

The Middle Angelic Hierarchy consists of three Ranks: Do-

minions, Powers, and Authorities: 

DOMINIONS (Col 1:16) hold dominion over the angels subject 

to them. They instruct the earthly authorities, established by 

God, to rule wisely, and to govern their lands well. The Do-

minions teach us to subdue sinful impulses, to subject the 

flesh to the spirit, to master our will, and to conquer tempta-

tion. 

POWERS (1 Pet 3:22) fulfill the will of God without hesitation. 

They work great miracles and give the grace of wonderwork-

ing and clairvoyance to saints pleasing to God. The Powers 

assist people in fulfilling obediences. They also encourage 

them to be patient, and give them spiritual strength and for-

titude. 

AUTHORITIES (1 Pet 3:22, Col 1:16) have authority over the 

devil. They protect people from demonic temptations, and 

prevent demons from harming people as they would wish. 

They also uphold ascetics and guard them, helping people in 

the struggle with evil thoughts. 

The Lowest Hierarchy includes the three Ranks: Principali-

ties, Archangels, and Angels: 

PRINCIPALITIES (Col 1:16) have command over the lower an-

gels, instructing them in the fulfilling of God’s commands. 

They watch over the world and protect lands, nations and 

peoples. Principalities instruct people to render proper honor 

to those in authority, as befits their station. They teach those 

in authority to use their position, not for personal glory and 

gain, but to honor God, and to spread word of Him, for the 

benefit of those under them. 

ARCHANGELS (1 Thess 4:16) are messengers of great and 

wondrous tidings. They reveal prophecies and the mysteries 

of the faith. They enlighten people to know and understand 

the will of God, they spread faith in God among the people, 

illuminating their minds with the light of the Holy Gospel. 

ANGELS (1 Pet 3:22) are in the lowest rank of the heavenly 

hierarchy, and closest to people. They reveal the lesser mys-

teries of God and His intentions, guiding people to virtuous 

and holy life. They support those who remain steadfast, and 
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they raise up the fallen. They never abandon us and they are 

always prepared to help us, if we desire it. 

All the Ranks of the Heavenly Powers are called angels, alt-

hough each has its own name and position by virtue of their 

service. The Lord reveals His will to the highest ranks of the 

angels, and they in turn inform the others. 

Over all the Nine Ranks, the 

Lord appointed the Holy 

Archangel Michael (his name 

in Hebrew means “who is 

like unto God”), the faithful 

servitor of God, as Chief 

Commander. He cast down 

from Heaven the arrogantly 

proud Lucifer and the other 

fallen spirits when they re-

belled against God. Michael 

summoned the ranks of an-

gels and cried out, “Let us 

attend! Let us stand aright 

before our Creator and do 

not consider doing what is 

displeasing unto God!” 

According to Church Tradi-

tion, and in the church ser-

vices to the Archangel Mi-

chael, he participated in 

many other Old Testament 

events. 

During the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt he went be-

fore them in the form of a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 

of fire by night. Through him the power of the Lord was 

made manifest, annihilating the Egyptians and Pharaoh who 

were in pursuit of the Israelites. The Archangel Michael de-

fended Israel in all its misfortunes. 

He appeared to Joshua Son of Navi and revealed the will of 

the Lord at the taking of Jericho (Josh 5:13-16). The power of 

the great Chief Commander of God was manifest in the anni-

hilation of the 185,000 soldiers of the Assyrian emperor Sen-

nacherib (4/2 Kings 19:35); also in the smiting of the impi-

ous leader Heliodorus (2 Macc. 3: 24-26); and in the protec-

tion of the Three Holy Youths: Ananias, Azarias and Misail, 

thrown into the fiery furnace for their refusal to worship an 

idol (Dan 3:22-25). 

Through the will of God, the Chief Commander Michael 

transported the Prophet 

Habbakuk (December 2) 

from Judea to Babylon, to 

give food to Daniel in the 

lions’ den (Dan. 14:33-37). 

The Archangel Michael dis-

puted with the devil over the 

body of the holy Prophet 

Moses (Jude 1:9). 

The holy Archangel Michael 

showed his power when he 

miraculously saved a young 

man, cast into the sea by 

robbers with a stone about 

his neck on the shores of Mt 

Athos. This story is found in 

the Athonite Paterikon, and 

in the Life of Saint Neophy-

tus of Docheiariou 

(November 9). 

From ancient times the Arch-

angel Michael was famed for his miracles in Rus. In the Volo-

kolamsk Paterikon is a narrative of Saint Paphnutius of Borov 

with an account of Tatar tax-gatherers concerning the mirac-

ulous saving of Novgorod the Great: “Therefore Great Novgo-

rod was never taken by the Hagarenes... when... for our sins 

the godless Hagarene emperor Batu devoured and set the 

Russian land aflame and came to Novgorod, and God and the 

Most Holy Theotokos shielded it with an appearance of Mi-

chael the Archangel, who forbade him to enter into it. He 

[Batu] was come to the Lithuanian city and came toward Kiev 

and saw the stone church, over the doors of which the great 

Archangel Michael had written and spoken to the prince his 

allotted fate, ‘By this we have forbidden you entry into Great 
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Novgorod’.” 

Intercession for Russian cities by the Most Holy Queen of 

Heaven always involved Her appearances with the Heavenly 

Hosts, under the leadership of the Archangel Michael. Grate-

ful Rus acclaimed the Most Pure Mother of God and the Arch-

angel Michael in church hymns. Many monasteries, cathe-

drals, court and merchant churches are dedicated to the 

Chief Commander Michael. 

In old Kiev at the time of the accepting of Christianity, a ca-

thedral of the Archangel was built, and a monastery also was 

named for him. Archangel cathedrals are found at Smolensk, 

Nizhni Novgorod, Staritsa, at Great Ustiug (beginning of the 

thirteenth century), and a cathedral at Sviyazhsk. In Rus 

there was not a city where there was not a church or chapel 

dedicated to the Archangel Michael. 

One of the chief temples of the city of Moscow, the burial 

church in the Kremlin, is dedicated to him. Numerous and 

beautiful icons of the Chief Commander of the Heavenly 

Hosts are also in his Cathedral. One of these, the Icon 

“Blessed Soldiery,” was painted in the Dormition Cathedral of 

the Moscow Kremlin. The saintly soldiers, Russian princes, 

are depicted under the leadership of the Archangel Michael. 

We invoke Saint Michael for protection from invasion by ene-

mies and from civil war, and for the defeat of adversaries on 

the field of battle. He conquers all spiritual enemies. 

Holy Scripture and Tradition give us the names of the Arch-

angels: 

Gabriel: strength (power) of God, herald and servitor of Di-

vine omnipotence (Dan 8:16, Luke 1:26). He announces the 

mysteries of God. 

Raphael: the healing of God, the curer of human infirmities 

(Tobit 3:16, 12:15) 

Uriel: the fire or light of God, enlightener (3 Ezdras 5:20). We 

pray for him to enlighten those with darkened minds. 

Selaphiel: the prayer of God, impelling to prayer (3 Ezdras 

5:16). He prays to God for mankind. 

Jehudiel: the glorifying of God, encouraging exertion for the 

glory of the Lord and interceding for the reward of efforts. 

Barachiel: distributor of the blessings of God for good deeds, 

entreats the mercy of God for people. 

Jeremiel: the raising up to God (3 Ezdras 4:36) 

On icons the Archangels are depicted in according to the 

character of their service: 

Michael tramples the devil underfoot, and in his left hand 

holds a green date-tree branch, and in his right hand a spear 

with a white banner on which is outlined a scarlet cross, or 

sometimes a fiery sword. 

Gabriel with a branch from Paradise, presented by him to the 

Most Holy Virgin, or with a shining lantern in his right hand 

and with a mirror made of jasper in his left. 

Raphael holds a vessel with healing medications in his left 

hand, and with his right hand leads Tobias, carrying a fish 

for healing (Tobit 5-8). 

Uriel in his raised right hand holds a naked sword at the lev-

el of his chest, and in his lowered left hand “a fiery flame.” 

Selaphiel in a prayerful posture, gazing downwards, hands 

folded on the chest. 

Jehudiel holds a golden crown in his right hand, in his left, a 

whip of three red (or black) thongs. 

Barachiel is shown with a white rose on his breast. 

Jeremiel holds balance-scales in his hand. 

Each person has a guardian angel, and every nation also re-

ceives its own guardian angel from God (Dan. 10:13). When a 

church is consecrated, it also receives a guardian angel 

(Palladius, Dial. Ch. 10). 
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Sunday, Nov 15 

Holy Martyrs and Confessors Gurias, 

Samonas, and Abibus, of Edessa 

3rd and 6th Hours read at 8:40 AM 

Liturgy Begins 9:00 AM 

 

Monday, Nov 16 

Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew 

 

Tuesday, Nov 17 

St. Gregory, Wonderworker of Neo-

Cæsarea  

 

Wednesday, Nov 18 

Martyr Plato of Ancyra 

 

Thursday,  Nov 19 

Prophet Obadiah 

No Faith Enrichment this week 

 

Friday,  Nov 20 

Forefeast of the Entry into the Temple of 

the Most-Holy Theotokos 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

  

Saturday, Nov 21 

Entry of the Most-Holy Theotokos into 

the Temple 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 

Sunday, Nov 22 

Afterfeast of the Entry into the Temple 

3rd and 6th Hours read at 8:40 AM 

Liturgy Begins 9:00 AM 

 

 

 

WEEKLY  

SCHEDULE 

 

2020 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF November 15 

Nov 15 

Matt 28:16-20 

Eph 2:4-10 

Luke 10:25-37 

 

Nov 16 

1 Peter 1:1-2:6 

1 Peter 2:21-3:9 

1 Peter 4:1-11 

John 21:15-25 

1 Cor 4:9-16 

Matt 9:9-13 

1 Thess 2:20-3:8 

Luke 14:12-15 

 

 

 

 

Nov 17 

1 Thess 3:9-13 

Luke 14:25-35 

 

Nov 18 

1 Thess 4:1-12 

Luke 15:1-10 

 

Nov 19 

1 Thess 5:1-8 

Luke 16:1-9 

 

Nov 20 

1 Thess 5:9-13. 24-28 

Luke 16:15-18, 17:1-4 

 

 

 

Nov 21 

Composite 17—Exodus 40 

Composite 18—3[1] Kings 7, 8 

Ezek 43:27-44:4 

Luke 1:39-49, 56 

2 Cor 11:1-6 

Luke 9:57-62 

Heb 9:1-7 

Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28 

 

Nov 22 

Mark 16:1-8 

Eph 2:14-22 

Luke 12:16-21 

St. Theodosius is now a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a 

Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special occasions 

online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate  Special thanks 

to Council Vice President Cathy Weber and our new Webmaster Kate Zolikoff for 

making this happen. 

https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

