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St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 

 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 

Please check weekly schedule 

for specific days (last page). 

Previous Ambos archived on 

our website. 

AMBO: Articles for publica-

tion should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

November 21, 2021 

The Entry of the  

Most-Holy Theotokos  

into the Temple 

22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

The Entry of the 

Most Holy Mother of 

God into the Temple 

According to Holy 

Tradition, the Entry 

of the Most Holy  

Theotokos into the 

Temple took place in 

the following manner. 

The parents of the 

Virgin Mary, Saints 

Joachim and Anna, 

praying for an end to 

their childlessness, 

vowed that if a child 

were born to them, 

they would dedicate 

it to the service of 

God. 

When the Most Holy 

Virgin reached the 

age of three, the holy 

parents decided to 

fulfill their vow. They 

gathered together their relatives and acquaintances, and dressed the All-

Pure Virgin in Her finest clothes. Singing sacred songs and with lighted 

candles in their hands, virgins escorted Her to the Temple (Ps. 44/45:14-

15). There the High Priest and several priests met the handmaiden of 

God. In the Temple, fifteen high steps led to the sanctuary, which only 
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the priests and High Priest could enter. (Because 

they recited a Psalm on each step, Psalms 

119/120-133/134 are called “Psalms of Ascent.”) 

The child Mary, so it seemed, could not make it 

up this stairway. But just as they placed Her on 

the first step, strengthened by the power of God, 

She quickly went up the remaining steps and as-

cended to the highest one. Then the High Priest, 

through inspiration 

from above, led the 

Most Holy Virgin into 

the Holy of Holies, 

where only the High 

Priest entered once a 

year to offer a purifying 

sacrifice of blood. 

Therefore, all those pre-

sent in the Temple were 

astonished at this most 

unusual occurrence. 

After entrusting their 

child to the Heavenly 

Father, Joachim and An-

na returned home. The 

All-Holy Virgin re-

mained in the quarters 

for virgins near the 

Temple. According to 

the testimony of Holy 

Scripture (Exodus 38; 1 Kings 1: 28; Luke 2: 37), 

and also the historian Josephus Flavius, there 

were many living quarters around the Temple, in 

which those who were dedicated to the service of 

God dwelt. 

The earthly life of the Most Holy Theotokos from 

Her infancy until She was taken up to Heaven is 

shrouded in deep mystery. Her life at the Jerusa-

lem Temple was also a secret. “If anyone were to 

ask me,” said Saint Jerome, “how the Most Holy 

Virgin spent the time of Her youth, I would an-

swer that that is known to God Himself and the 

Archangel Gabriel, Her constant guardian.” 

But there are accounts in Church Tradition, that 

during the All-Pure Virgin’s stay at the Temple, 

She grew up in a community of pious virgins, dili-

gently read the Holy Scripture, occupied Herself 

with handicrafts, prayed constantly, and grew in 

love for God. From ancient times, the Church has 

celebrated the Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy 

Theotokos into the Temple. Indications that the 

Feast was observed in the first centuries of Chris-

tianity are found in the 

traditions of Palestinian 

Christians, which say 

that the holy Empress 

Helen (May 21) built a 

church in honor of the 

Entry of the Most Holy 

Theotokos into the 

Temple. 

Saint Gregory of Nyssa, 

in the fourth century, 

also mentions this 

Feast. In the eighth cen-

tury Saints Germanus 

and Tarasius, Patriarchs 

of Constantinople, de-

livered sermons on the 

Feast of the Entry. 

The Feast of the Entry 

of the Most Holy The-

otokos into the Temple 

foretells God’s blessing for the human race, the 

preaching of salvation, the promise of the coming 

of Christ. 

DISCOURSE ON THE FEAST OF THE ENTRY 

OF OUR MOST PURE LADY THEOTOKOS 

INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES 

by Saint Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of Thessa-

lonica 

If a tree is known by its fruit, and a good tree 

bears good fruit (Mt. 7:17; Luke 6:44), then is not 

the Mother of Goodness Itself, She who bore the 

Eternal Beauty, incomparably more excellent than 

every good, whether in this world or the world 

above? Therefore, the coeternal and identical Im-
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age of goodness, Preeternal, transcending all be-

ing, He Who is the preexisting and good Word of 

the Father, moved by His unutterable love for 

mankind and compassion for us, put on our im-

age, that He might reclaim for Himself our nature 

which had been dragged down to uttermost 

Hades, so as to renew this corrupted nature and 

raise it to the heights of Heaven. For this purpose, 

He had to assume a flesh that was both new and 

ours, that He might refashion us from out of our-

selves. Now He finds a Handmaiden perfectly suit-

ed to these needs, the supplier of Her own unsul-

lied nature, the Ever-Virgin now hymned by us, 

and Whose miraculous Entrance into the Temple, 

into the Holy of Holies, we now celebrate. God 

predestined Her before the ages for the salvation 

and reclaiming of our kind. She was chosen, not 

just from the crowd, but from the ranks of the 

chosen of all ages, renowned for piety and under-

standing, and for their God-pleasing words and 

deeds. 

 

Full article: https://www.oca.org/saints/

lives/2021/11/21/103357-the-entry-of-the-most-holy-mother

The Cathedral chapter of the FOCA will again be supporting the St. Nicholas Day Project of the national 

organization. The goal of this project is to collect gift cards for seminarian families from St. Herman's 

(Alaska), St. Tikhon's and St. Vladimir's seminaries. While you shop, we ask that you consider picking up a 

gift card in the amount of $10 or more from Walmart, Amazon, Kohls or Target. In the past, this project has 

been very successful and the families have been grateful for the assistance it provides. It is necessary to 

have the gift cards by Nov. 28 to distribute them on time. If you have any questions do not hesitate to con-

tact Leon or Barb Sheean by phone 216 371-1173 or email b.sheean@att.net.  

Faith Enrichment  
Thursdays at 11:00 AM, Classes are held in the hall by the cathedral.  

Contact Subdeacon Leon at 440 666-7601, or Reader Paul Pangrace at 440 884-3115. 
 

We hope to see you there! 

Fasting rules provided in Chapter 33 of the Typicon 
"It is fitting to know that tomorrow we begin the fast for the Nativity of Christ, the holy forty days. During 

these forty days fish is permitted on all Saturdays and Sundays, except 20 and 21 December. Fish is per-

mitted on the following weekdays: 21 Nov (Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple), 25 Nov (Leavetaking/

Oddanije of the Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple), 4 Dec (Great-martyr Barbara), 9 Dec 

(Conception of the Theotokos). 

Wine and oil are permitted on all Tuesdays and Thursdays and also permitted on the following weekdays: 

24 Nov Dec (Great-martyr Catherine), 5 Dec (Venerable Sabbas), 12 Dec (St. Spyridon), 17/30 Dec 

(Prophet Daniel). 

Church School Schedule 

mailto:https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2021/11/21/103357-the-entry-of-the-most-holy-mother-of-god-into-the-temple
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It's up! The Merrick House Angel Tree is in the foyer. If you'd like to   participate, 

PLEASE sign your name and the child's name on the sheet. Gift amount is set at 

$40 per child. ALL gifts need to be at church no  later than Sunday Dec. 5. 

A pre-pandemic style distribution is planned at Merrick House on Thursday Dec. 9 

at 6:30 (masks currently required). 

All are welcome to attend. 

Thank you for your continued generosity to less fortunate children. God bless 

each of you. Any questions, please see Dan Morris. 

I'll provide updates as appropriate. 

The Altar Society presents: 

The Return of the 

Cookie Walk 

The Altar Society will sponsor the Cookie Walk 

cookie sale on Friday, December 10th, at 5:00 

PM—8:00 PM and on Saturday, December 11th, at 

11:00 AM—1:00 PM. We need YOUR help!  The 

baker’s sign up sheet is posted in the Parish Hall. 

Contact Joyce Tabeling (216-521-9418) or LaVerne 

Jacobson (440-845-5115) to sign up or to ask any 

questions. 

Fr. Cizmar would like to know who requires visitation. He is eager to visit those who might have gone a long time 

without visitation due to COVID, our absence of a rector, or for any reason at all. A key duty of a priest’s ministry is to 

visit the sick and confined, those unable to attend the holy services for any reason. 

He asks that we use the contact number provided should we need anything from him. His phone number and email 

address are printed on the front of every Ambo, and are repeated here: 
 

Father Jan Cizmar  -  1(440) 732-8182  -  st.theodosiuscathedral@ gmail.com 

Visitations 

Due to the pandemic, and our financial position last year, we suspended the Food Pantry bags for Merrick House (20 

bags of groceries for their Moms First program).  There are envelopes in the foyer specifically for this, or you can ear-

mark a special offering envelope for the Merrick House Food Pantry. Please consider 'sponsoring a bag' for $10.  

Thank you for your consideration.                                                                       - Dan Morris 

mailto:st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com
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Virtual :National Youtb Retreat & Tour 

<<Wbere Saints Have W alke()1
~ 

A Visit to AWierica/s oloest JVIonaster-;p 

A gathering of Orthodox Youth in grades K-12 

Friday November 26, 2021 

100-4:00pm (EST) via Zoom 

Join our Retreat Leaders: 

Archimandrite Sergius and the Monastery Brotherhood 

As they share the history of Saint Tikhon's monastery and 
the lives of the many holy men and women who lived there 

while following Christ. 

Advance Registration Required by November 21, 2021 

To register go to our registration page at 

https://forms.gle/UrUgGMQjFGsuTz8M9 

or visit our website www.orthodoxfellowsh ip.org 

Free-will donations in place of registration fees can be made at 

https://sttikhonsmonastery.orglfiles/donate/ 

• Sponsored by the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Departed: 

Alexander Chernushin   

Fr. Maximos  

Andrei Koletaev  

Daria  

Michelle Blocksom (Cindy & Nisi’s cousin ) 

  

Special Intentions: 

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s father )  

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Reader Paul Pangrace 

Reader Frank Tkacz  

   

Dan Boer io  

Jennifer Boer io  

Horia Dascalescu   (Lavinia's brother) 

Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz's Sister  ) 

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s brother ) 

Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s sister ) 

Janice Tkacz  

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon  ) 

Erin Zawolowycz   

Mary Kay Weber    

Mickey O'Br ien (friend of Arlene ) 

Joe Czajkowski (son of Jerry  )  

Carol Nielsen (Paul Pangrace‘s sister ) 

Matthew Ponomarenko  

Alexander Ponomarenko  

Virginia Medvec  

Stephen Chwalyk   

Michael Novail (friend of Subdeacon Leon) 

Child Benjamin Udell (son of Michael and Lacey  ) 

Arlene Czajkowski   

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother-in-law of Karen Felon ) 

Maggie Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon ) 

Margaret “Peg” Peyton (Cathy’s aunt ) 

Kristin Robinson (friend of Nicholas Kozak  ) 

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin ) 

Child Anna Marie Luvison (daughter of Matthew & 

Katie (Ellis) Luvison) 

Martha Musil (mother of L inda Kovach  ) 

Michael Bowman (Lydia Mytrohovich’s neighbor ) 

Ron Latare (friend of Ken   )  

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon  ) 

Grace Mary Parhamovich (mother of Karen Felon  ) 

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon  ) 

Maggie Parhamovich (sister  in law of Karen Felon  ) 

Eleanor  Wachovec (friend  of Karen Felon  ) 

Michael Novak (friend of Darrell &Karen Felon  ) 

Ron Latre (cousin of Felons ) 

Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana ) 

Yvonne “Evie” D'Amico  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit names to the Prayer List by 

emailing them to  

ambo-theodosius@googlegroups.com  

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless 

requested otherwise. 

11/21/2021 

mailto:ambo-theodosius@googlegroups.com
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BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, November 21 

Composite 17 - Exodus 40 

Composite 18 - 3 [1] Kings 7, 8 

Ezekiel 43:27-44:4 

Luke 1:39-49, 56 

Galatians 6:11-18 

Luke 12:16-21 

Hebrews 9:1-7 

Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28 

 

Monday, November 22 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 

Luke 17:20-25 

 

 

Tuesday, November 23 

Galatians 5:22-6:2 

Matthew 11:27-30 

1 Thessalonians 1:6-10 

Luke 17:26-37 

 

Wednesday, November 24 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

Luke 18:15-17, 26-30 

 

Thursday, November 25 

Hebrews 9:1-7 

Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28 

1 Thessalonians 2:9-14 

Luke 18:31-34 

Friday, November 26 

1 Thessalonians 2:14-19 

Luke 19:12-28 

 

Saturday, November 27 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 

Luke 10:19-21 

 

Sunday, November 28 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Ephesians 2:4-10 

Luke 13:10-17 

Sunday, Nov 21 

22nd Sunday After Pentecost 

The Entry of the Most-Holy Theotokos 

into the Temple 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Coffee Hour to follow  

 

Monday, Nov 22 

Afterfeast of the Entry Into the Temple  

Apostles of the Seventy Philemon and 

Archippus  

 

Tuesday, Nov 23 

Afterfeast of the Entry Into the Temple  

Great Prince Alexander Nevsky  

 

Wednesday, Nov 24 

Afterfeast of the Entry Into the Temple  

Great Martyr Catherine of Alexandria  

Thanksgiving Eve 

6:00 PM Thanksgiving Eve Akathist 

Thursday, Nov 25 

Leavetaking of the Entry Into the Temple  

Thanksgiving Day 

   

Friday, Nov 26 

The Righteous Gideon  

 

Saturday, Nov 27 

Greatmartyr James the Persian  

 6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 

Sunday, Nov 28 

23rd Sunday After Pentecost 

Monastic Martyr and Confessor  Ste-

phen the New 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Coffee Hour to follow  

WEEKLY  

SCHEDULE 

2021 

St. Theodosius is now a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a 

Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special occasions 

online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate   

Special thanks to Council Vice President Cathy Weber and our Webmaster Kate  

Zolikoff for making this happen. 

https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

