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Mailing: 

733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 

 

www.sttheodosius.org 

 
Parish Office  

   1(216) 574-4886  
 
 

Protodeacon Daniel Boerio 
   1(216) 513-5307  
    dboerio79@yahoo.com 
 
Subdeacon Michael Tabeling, 
  Sacristan 
 
Reader Julius Kovach, 
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster 
 
Erin Zawolowycz 
   Ambo Editor 

St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 

 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 

Please check weekly schedule 

for specific days 
 

 

 

AMBO: Articles for publica-

tion should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

by Wednesday of each week 

before noon. 

Great Martyr Catherine of Alexandria (November 24) 

November 22, 2020 
Afterfeast of the entry into 

the temple 
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The Holy Great Martyr Catherine was the 

daughter of Constus, the governor of Alexandri-

an Egypt during the reign of the emperor Maxim-

ian (305-313). Living in the capi-

tal, the center of Hellenistic 

knowledge, and possessed of a 

rare beauty and intellect, Cathe-

rine received an excellent edu-

cation, studying the works of 

the greatest philosophers and 

teachers of antiquity. Young 

men from the most worthy fam-

ilies of the empire sought the 

hand of the beautiful Catherine, 

but she was not interested in 

any of them. She told her par-

ents that she would enter into 

marriage only with someone 

who surpassed her in nobility, 

wealth, comeliness and wisdom. 

Catherine’s mother, a secret 

Christian, sent her to her own 

spiritual Father, a saintly Elder 

living in a cave outside the city, 

for advice. After listening to 

Catherine, the Elder said that he 

knew of a Youth who surpassed 

her in everything. “His counte-

nance is more radiant than the 

shining of the sun, and all of 

creation is governed by His wis-

dom. His riches are given to all 

the nations of the world, yet 

they never diminish. His com-

passion is unequaled.” 

This description of the Heaven-

ly Bridegroom produced in the 

soul of the holy maiden an ar-

dent desire to see Him. “If you 

do as I tell you,” said the monk, 

“you will gaze upon the countenance of this il-

lustrious man.” In parting, the Elder handed 

Catherine an icon of the Theotokos with the di-

vine Child Jesus on Her arm and told her to pray 

with faith to the Queen of Heaven, the Mother of 

the Heavenly Bridegroom, and 

She would hear Catherine and 

grant her heart’s desire. 

Catherine prayed all night and 

was permitted to see the Most 

Holy Virgin, Who said Her Di-

vine Son, “Behold Thy hand-

maiden Catherine, how fair and 

virtuous she is.” But the Child 

turned His face away from her 

saying, “No, she is ugly and un-

believing. She is a foolish pau-

per, and I cannot bear to look at 

her until she forsakes her impi-

ety.” 

Catherine returned again to the 

Elder deeply saddened, and told 

him what she had seen in the 

dream. He lovingly received 

her, instructed her in the faith 

of Christ, admonished her to 

preserve her purity and integri-

ty and to pray unceasingly. She 

then received the Mystery of ho-

ly Baptism from him. Again 

Saint Catherine had a vision of 

the Most Holy Theotokos with 

Her Child. Now the Lord looked 

tenderly at her and gave her a 

beautiful ring, a wondrous to-

ken of her betrothal to the 

Heavenly Bridegroom (this ring 

is still on her hand). 

At that time the emperor Max-

imian was in Alexandria for a 

pagan festival. Therefore, the 

celebration was especially splendid and crowd-

ed. The cries of the sacrificial animals, the 
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smoke and the smell of the sacrifices, the end-

less blazing of fires, and the bustling crowds at 

the arenas defiled the city of Alexandria. Human 

victims also were brought, the confessors of 

Christ, those who would not deny Him under 

torture. They were condemned to death in the 

fire. The saint’s love for the Christian martyrs 

and her fervent desire to ease their sufferings 

compelled Catherine to speak to the pagan priest 

and to the emperor Maximian. 

Introducing herself, the saint confessed her faith 

in the One True God and with wisdom exposed 

the errors of the pagans. The beauty of the maid-

en captivated the emperor. In order to convince 

her and to show the superiority of pagan wis-

dom, the emperor ordered fifty of the most 

learned philosophers and rhetoricians of the Em-

pire to dispute with her, but the saint got the 

better of the wise men, so that they came to be-

lieve in Christ themselves. Saint Catherine made 

the Sign of the Cross over the martyrs, and they 

bravely accepted death for Christ and were 

burned alive by order of the emperor. 

Maximian, no longer hoping to convince the 

saint, tried to entice her with the promise of 

riches and fame. Receiving an angry refusal, the 

emperor gave orders to subject the saint to terri-

ble tortures and then throw her in prison. The 

Empress Augusta, who had heard much about 

the saint, wanted to see her. She prevailed upon 

the military commander Porphyrius to accompa-

ny her to the prison with a detachment of sol-

diers. The empress was impressed by the strong 

spirit of Saint Catherine, whose face was radiant 

with divine grace. The holy martyr explained the 

Christian teaching to them, and they were con-

verted to Christ. 

On the following day they again brought the 

martyr to the judgment court where, under the 

threat of being broken on the wheel, she was 

urged to renounce the Christian Faith and offer 

sacrifice to the gods. The saint steadfastly con-

fessed Christ and she herself approached the 

wheels; but an angel smashed the instruments of 

execution, which shattered into pieces with 

many pagans standing nearby. 

Having beheld this wonder, the Empress Augusta 

and the imperial courtier Porphyrius with 200 

soldiers confessed their faith in Christ in front 

of everyone, and they were beheaded. Maximian 

again tried to entice the holy martyr, proposing 

marriage to her, and again he was refused. Saint 

Catherine firmly confessed her fidelity to the 

heavenly Bridegroom Christ, and with a prayer 

to Him she herself laid her head on the block be-

neath the executioner’s sword. 

The relics of Saint Catherine were taken by the 

angels to Mount Sinai. In the sixth century, the 

venerable head and left hand of the holy martyr 

were found through a revelation and transferred 

with honor to a newly-constructed church of the 

Sinai monastery, built by the holy Emperor Jus-

tinian (November 14). 

Saint Catherine is called upon for relief and as-

sistance during a difficult childbirth. Pilgrims to 

her monastery on Mt Sinai are given souvenir 

rings as a remembrance of their visit. 

Merrick House Angel Tree Update 

Thank you VERY much to all who participated in our Merrick House Angel Tree! With the pandemic, I wasn't sure it would work 

out this year, but it was a real success. All gifts (with name tags!) need to be at church no later than Sunday Dec. 13. 

Any questions, please see Dan Morris. God bless you richly for your generosity.      

             - Reader Dan Morris 
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The Musical “Tones” conTinued: Tone 7 
By Your Cross You destroyed death. 

To the thief You opened Paradise. 

For the Myrrh bearers You changed weeping into joy. 

And You commanded Your Disciples, 

O Christ God, 

to proclaim that You are risen, 

granting the world great mercy. 

Continuing our journey through the eight texts cele-

brating the Resurrection of Christ, we come now to 

one of the most beautiful and enchanting melodies: 

Tone 7. 

In this text, we hear that Jesus Christ destroyed 

death itself by His Cross. This is central to our un-

derstanding of salvation: our Saviour offered Him-

self as a Sacrifice on the Cross (a most shameful and 

agonizing death) taking upon Himself the sins of the 

world. By dying on the Cross, He descended into hell 

where He shows Himself more powerful than death 

itself as He resurrects Himself, taking with Him Ad-

am, Eve, and all those who died before His coming 

into the world. He also brings to us eternal life if we 

love and follow Him as our Lord and Saviour. Now 

death has no power over us as we are able to attain 

eternal life in Heaven. 

He was crucified between two thieves. These men 

were being justly punished for their actions. One 

thief berated and insulted Him. The righteous thief 

begged Jesus to remember him when He comes into 

His Kingdom, thus acknowledging Christ's power to 

forgive sins and bestow life. Jesus replies: Today you 

will be with Me in paradise!” 

As the Myrrh-bearing Women came to the tomb ear-

ly on the first day of the week, Sunday, they were 

sorrowful contemplating their duty to finish the 

preparation of Christ's body which was interrupted 

by the Sabbath. One can imagine their grief and the 

tears they must have been shedding as they went to 

the tomb. Jesus meets these women who become the 

first to see the Resurrection, thereby changing their 

weeping into joy! 

We continually recognize and proclaim Jesus as the 

Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God, Who Himself is 

God. This is a profound Trinitarian mystery, and it is 

the basis of our salvation. 

Jesus tells women to go to His Disciples with this 

wonderful news. But there was more to do. With this 

witness, the Disciples were to go to the entire world 

proclaiming the Good News of salvation: the Resur-

rection of Christ from the dead! This is the same 

message we proclaim in the Church for all to hear. 

By His glorious Resurrection, our Lord Jesus Christ 

grants the world great mercy. This is not something 

to be hidden or hoarded, but to be shared with all 

people. Therefore, let us continue to spread this 

Good News of salvation, of the love and forgiveness 

which is in Christ. It is now our mission and loving 

duty to live our lives caring for one another, uphold-

ing and supporting each other in that same love 

which Jesus Christ has for us! 

Faith Enrichment on hold until 1/14/2021 
Faith Enrichment is on hold until January 14th, 2021. Please contact Subdeacon Leon 

Felon at (440) 666-7601 if you have any questions.  
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Departed: 

Metropolitian Theodosius 

Patriarch Irinej  

Marguerite Mihal (Paul Mihal’s    

mother) 

 

Special Intentions: 

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s 

father) 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Reader Paul Pangrace 

Arlene Czajkowski  

 

Child Mary Kate Zweidunger  

Child Vivian Sherer  

Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann Kovach) 

Lyndsey (friend of Melissa 

McCutcheon) 

Elizabeth (Betty) Balasz 

Marie Borland 

Sandra Brello 

Elsie Conrad 

Horia Dascalescu 

Debra Ellis 

Gregory Galan 

Aleksei Green 

Virginia Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s 

mother) 

Don Hinkl 

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis      

Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law) 

Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s sister) 

Mara Kilbane (Melissa McCutcheon’s 

granddaughter) 

Annamarie Luvison (Daughter of 

Kaite Ellis-Luvison) 

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s 

brother) 

Melissa McCutcheon 

Paul Mihal 

Natalya Miller  (Arlene Neale’s great-

niece) 

Andrew Mytrohovich 

Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 

sister)  

Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 

mother) 

Jim Paulitzky (Jerry Czajkowski’s son-

in-law) 

James Peter  Petkac 

Susan Reese (friend of Jerry & Arlene 

Czajkowski and Betty Balasz) 

Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s 

daughter) 

Joseph Rusynyk 

Andrew Sykaluk 

Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s  

mother) 

Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia         

Mytrohovich) 

Janice Tkacz 

Joanne Theodore (Lisa Theodore’s 

mother-in law) 

Gayle Vidovitch 

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen 

Felon) 

Robert Walsh (friend of the Felons) 

Colleen Walsh (friend of the Felons) 

Erin Zawolowycz 

Kristin Robinson 

Janet Budko (sister-in-law of Arlene 

Neale) 

Laurie Budko (niece of Arlene Neale) 

Alex Ponomarenko 

Mary Kay Weber   

Mirta Szewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana)  

Mickey O'Brien (fr iend of Ar lene) 

Roger Pinta Jr . 

Kelly Buehner   

Anna Sykaluk (fr iend of Tatiana) 

Edward Zewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana) 

Joe Czajkowski (son of Jer ry) 

Patrick Gallagher  

Nathan Pozderac  

Elliott Udell (grandson of Michael 

Udell) 

Constance Zimmerman (Cindy‘s 

cousin) 

Denny Kovach 

Karen Felon 
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Sunday, Nov 22 

Afterfeast of the Entry into the Temple 

3rd and 6th Hours read at 8:40 AM 

Liturgy Begins 9:00 AM 

 

Monday, Nov 23 

Repose of Great Prince Alexander 

Nevsky 

 

Tuesday, Nov 24 

Great Martyr Catherine of Alexandria 

 

Wednesday, Nov 25 

Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Clement, 

Bishop of Ochrid and Enlightener of 

the Bulgarians 

4:30 PM Gammalo Chrismation 

6:00 PM  Vesperal Divine Liturgy  

 

 

Thursday,  Nov 26 

The Righteous Gideon 

No Faith Enrichment this week 

 

Friday,  Nov 27 

Great Martyr James the Persian 

  

Saturday, Nov 28 

Monastic Martyr and Confessor Stephen 

the New of Mt. St. Auxentius 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 

Sunday, Nov 29 

Martyr Paramon and 370 Martyrs in  

Bithynia 

3rd and 6th Hours read at 8:40 AM 

Liturgy Begins 9:00 AM 

 

 

 

WEEKLY  

SCHEDULE 

 

2020 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF November 22 

Nov 22 

Mark 16:1-8 

Eph 2:14-22 

Luke 12:16-21 

 

Nov 23 

Gal 5:22-6:2 

Matt 11:27-30 

2 Thess 1:1-10 

 

Nov 24 

2 Thess 1:10-2:2 

Luke 17:26-37 

 

Nov 25 

Heb 9:1-7 

Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28 

2 Thess 2:1-12 

Luke 18:15-17, 26-30 

 

Nov 26 

2 Thess:2:13-3:5 

Luke 18:31-34 

 

Nov 27 

2 Thess 3:6-18 

Luke 19:12-28 

 

Nov 21 

Gal 1:3-10 

Luke 10:19-21 

 

Nov 29 

Gal 1:3-10 

Luke 10:19-21 

St. Theodosius is now a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a 

Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special occasions 

online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate  Special thanks 

to Council Vice President Cathy Weber and our new Webmaster Kate Zolikoff for 

making this happen. 

https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

