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St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 

 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 

Please check weekly schedule 

for specific days (last page) 
 

 

 

 

 

AMBO: Articles for publica-

tion should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

Hieromartyr Blaise, Bishop of Sebaste (February 11) 

February 7, 2021 
St. Parthenius, bishop  

Of lampsacus on 

 the hellespont 
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The Hieromartyr Blaise (Blasius), Bishop of Se-

baste, was known for his righteous and devout life. 

Unanimously chosen by the people, he was conse-

crated Bishop of Sebaste. This occurred during the 

reign of the Roman emperors Diocletian (284-305) 

and Licinius (307-324), fierce persecutors of Chris-

tians. Saint Blaise encouraged his flock, visited the 

imprisoned, and gave support to the martyrs. 

Many hid themselves from the persecutors by going 

off to desolate and solitary places. Saint Blaise also 

hid himself away on Mount Argeos, where he lived 

in a cave. Wild beasts came up to him and meekly 

waited until the saint finished his prayer and 

blessed them. The saint also healed sick animals by 

laying his hands upon them. 

The refuge of the saint was discovered by servants 

of the governor Agrilaus, who had come to capture 

wild beasts to loose on the Christian martyrs. The 

servants reported to their master that Christians 

were hiding on the mountain, and he gave orders to 

arrest them. But those sent out found there only the 

Bishop of Sebaste. Glorifying God Who had sum-

moned him to this exploit, Saint Blaise followed the 

soldiers. 

Along the way the saint healed the sick and worked 

other miracles. Thus, a destitute widow complained 

to him of her misfortune. A wolf had carried off a 

small pig, her only possession. The bishop smiled 

and said to her, “Do not weep, your pig will be re-

turned to you...” To the astonishment of everyone, 

the wolf came running back and returned his prey 

unharmed. 

Agrilaus, greeting the bishop with words of deceit, 

called him a companion of the gods. The saint an-

swered the greeting, but he called the gods devils. 

Then they beat him and led him off to prison. 

On the next day, they subjected the saint to tortures 

again. When they led him back to the prison, seven 

women followed behind and gathered up the drops 

of blood. They arrested them and tried to compel 

them to worship the idols. The women pretended to 

consent to this and said that first they needed to 

wash the idols in the waters of a lake. They took the 

idols and threw them in a very deep part of the lake, 

and after this the Christians were fiercely tortured. 

The saints stoically endured the torments, strength-

ened by the grace of God, their bodies were trans-

formed and became white as snow. One of the wom-

en had two young sons, who implored their mother 

to help them attain the Kingdom of Heaven, and she 

entrusted them to the care of Saint Blaise. The seven 

holy women were beheaded. 

Saint Blaise was again brought before Agrilaus, and 

again he unflinchingly confessed his faith in Christ. 

The governor ordered that the martyr be thrown in-

to a lake. The saint, going down to the water, signed 

himself with the Sign of the Cross, and he walked on 

it as though on dry land. 

Addressing the pagans standing about on shore, he 

challenged them to come to him while calling on the 

help of their gods. Sixty-eight men of the governor’s 

retinue entered the water, and immediately 

drowned. The saint, however, heeding the angel 

who had appeared to him, returned to shore. 

Agrilaus was in a rage over losing his finest serv-

ants, and he gave orders to behead Saint Blaise, and 

the two sons of the woman martyr entrusted to him. 

Before his death, the martyr prayed for the whole 

world, and especially for those honoring his 

memory. This occurred in about the year 316. 

The relics of the Hieromartyr Blaise were brought to 

the West during the time of the Crusades, and por-

tions of the relics are preserved in many of the 

lands of Europe [and his memory traditionally hon-

ored there on February 3]. 

We pray to Saint Blaise for the health of domestic 

animals, and for protection from wild beasts. 
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Saint Parthenius, Bishop of Lampsacus, was a na-

tive of the city of Melitoupolis (in northwestern Asia 

Minor), where his father Christopher served as dea-

con. The youth did not receive adequate schooling, 

but he learned the Holy Scripture by attending 

church services. He had a good 

heart, and distributed to the 

poor the money he earned work-

ing as a fisherman. 

Filled with the grace of God, 

Saint Parthenius from age eight-

een healed the sick in the name 

of Christ, cast out demons and 

worked other miracles. Learning 

of the young man’s virtuous life, 

Bishop Philetus of Melitoupolis 

educated him and ordained him 

presbyter. 

In 325, during the reign of Con-

stantine the Great, Archbishop 

Achilles of Cyzicus made him 

bishop of the city of Lampsacus 

(Asia Minor). In the city were 

many pagans, and the saint fervently began to 

spread the faith in Christ, confirming it through 

many miracles and by healing the sick. 

The people began to turn from their pagan beliefs, 

and the saint went to the emperor Constantine the 

Great seeking permission to tear down the pagan 

temple and build a Christian church in its place. The 

emperor received the saint with honor, gave him a 

decree authorizing the destruction of the pagan 

temple, and provided him with the means to build a 

church. Returning to Lampsacus, Saint Parthenius 

had the pagan temple torn down, and built a beauti-

ful church of God in the city. 

In one of the razed temples, he found a large marble 

slab which he thought would be very suitable as an 

altar. The saint ordered work to begin on the stone, 

and to move it to the church. Through the malice of 

the devil, who became enraged at the removal of the 

stone from the pagan temple, the cart overturned 

and killed the driver Eutychian. Saint Parthenius re-

stored him to life by his prayer and shamed the dev-

il, who wanted to frustrate the work of God. 

The saint was so kind that he re-

fused healing to no one who 

came to him, or who chanced to 

meet him by the wayside, wheth-

er he suffered from bodily ill-

nesses or was tormented by un-

clean spirits. People even 

stopped going to physicians, 

since Saint Parthenius healed all 

the sick for free. With the great 

power of the name of Christ, the 

saint banished a host of demons 

from people, from their homes, 

and from the waters of the sea. 

Once, the saint prepared to cast 

out a devil from a certain man, 

who had been possessed by it 

since childhood. The demon be-

gan to implore the saint not to 

do so. Saint Parthenius promised to give the evil 

spirit another man in whom he could dwell. The de-

mon asked, “Who is that man?” The saint replied, 

“You may dwell in me, if you wish.” 

The demon fled as if stung by fire, crying out, “If 

the mere sight of you is a torment to me, how can I 

dare to enter into you?” 

An unclean spirit, cast out of the house where the 

imperial purple dye was prepared, said that a divine 

fire was pursuing him with the fire of Gehenna. 

Having shown people the great power of faith in 

Christ, the saint converted a multitude of idol-

worshippers to the true God. 

Saint Parthenius died peacefully and was solemnly 

buried beside the cathedral church of Lampsacus, 

which he built. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Departed: 

Archpriest Rodion Pfeiffer  (former  

Parishioner)   

Archimandrite Alexander   

 

Special Intentions: 

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s 

father) 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Reader Paul Pangrace 

Arlene Czajkowski  

 

Child Mary Kate Zweidunger  

Child Vivian Sherer  

Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann Kovach) 

Elizabeth (Betty) Balasz 

Marie Borland 

Horia Dascalescu 

Debra Ellis 

Gregory Galan 

Aleksei Green 

Virginia Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s 

mother) 

Don Hinkl 

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis      

Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law) 

Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s sister) 

Annamarie Luvison (Daughter of 

Kaite Ellis-Luvison) 

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s 

brother) 

Paul Mihal 

Natalya Miller  (Arlene Neale’s great-

niece) 

Andrew Mytrohovich 

Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 

sister)  

Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 

mother) 

Jim Paulitzky (Jerry Czajkowski’s son-

in-law) 

James Peter  Petkac 

Susan Reese (friend of Jerry & Arlene 

Czajkowski and Betty Balasz) 

Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s 

daughter) 

Andrew Sykaluk 

Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s  

mother) 

Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia         

Mytrohovich) 

Janice Tkacz 

Gayle Vidovitch 

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen 

Felon) 

Robert Walsh (friend of the Felons) 

Colleen Walsh (friend of the Felons) 

Erin Zawolowycz 

Kristin Robinson 

Janet Budko (sister-in-law of Arlene 

Neale) 

Laurie Budko (niece of Arlene Neale) 

Mary Kay Weber   

Mirta Szewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana)  

Mickey O'Brien (fr iend of Ar lene) 

Kelly Buehner   

Anna Sykaluk (fr iend of Tatiana) 

Edward Zewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana) 

Joe Czajkowski (son of Jer ry) 

Patrick Gallagher  

Elliott Udell (grandson of Michael 

Udell) 

Constance Zimmerman (Cindy‘s 

cousin) 

William Nasi (brother-in-law of 

Kenneth Kovach) 

Jonathan Maas (friend of Eric 

Seddon) 

Michelle Frampton (cousin of Fr. 

Zdinak) 

Louis Klinar  (father of Bob Klinar) 

Jeanne Charles (friend of Arlene 

Neal/Czajkowski) 

Carol & Bert Nielsen (Paul 

Pangrace‘s sister & brother-in-law) 

Tammy Ponomarenko 

Gregory Ponomarenko 

Wilhelm Fuss (friend of Igor) 
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Sunday, Feb 7 

St. Parthenius, Bishop of Lampsacus on 

the Hellespont 

 

Monday, Feb 8 

Greatmartyr Theodore Stratelates 

 

Tuesday, Feb 9 

Martyr Nicephorus of Antioch in Syria 

 

Wednesday, Feb 10 

St. Ioannikios, Father Confessor of the  

Dormition Mountain Hermitage 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, Feb 11 

Hieromartyr Blaise, Bishop of Sebaste 

 

Friday,  Feb 12 

 St. Meletius, Archbishop of Antioch 

   

Saturday, Feb 13 

St. Seraphima of Sezhenovo, Russia 

Great Vespers 6:00 PM 

 

Sunday, Feb 14 

Sunday of Zacchaeus 

Ven Auxentius of Bithynia 

3rd and 6th Hours read at 8:40 AM 

Liturgy Begins 9:00 AM 

WEEKLY  

SCHEDULE 
 

2021 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF February 7 

Feb 7 

Mark 16:1-8 

1 Tim 1:15-17 

Matt 15:21-28 

 

Feb 8 

James 2:14-26 

Mark 10:46-52 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb 9 

Heb 7:7-17 

Luke 2:22-40 

James 3:1-10 

Mark 11:11-23 

 

Feb 10 

James 3:11-4:6 

Mark 11:22-26 

 

Feb 11 

James 4:7-5:9 

Mark 11:27-33 

 

Feb 12 

1 Peter 1:1-2, 10-12, 2:6-10 

Mark 12:1-12 

Feb 13 

1 Thess 5:14-23 

Luke 17:3-10 

 

Feb 14 

Mark 16:9-20 

1 Tim 4:9-15 

Luke 19:1-10 

St. Theodosius is now a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a 

Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special occasions 

online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate   

Special thanks to Council Vice President Cathy Weber and our Webmaster Kate  

Zolikoff for making this happen. 

Faith Enrichment Has Concluded 
Stay tuned for more information & future announcements! 

Please contact Subdeacon Leon Felon at (440) 666-7601 if you have any questions.  

https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

