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St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 

 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
 

AMBO: Articles for publica-

tion should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

by Wednesday of each week 

before noon. 
 

 
* CALENDAR: Event dates 
must be submitted by the 
15th of each month. 

February 2, 2020 

Greatmartyr Theodore Stratelates “The General” 

(February 8) 

33rd Sunday After Pentecost 



 

 St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral  Ambo - Page 2 

The Great Martyr Theodore Stratelates came 

from the city of Euchaita in Asia Minor. He was 

endowed with many talents, and was handsome in 

appearance. For his charity God enlightened him 

with the knowledge of Christian truth. The brav-

ery of the saintly soldier was revealed after he, 

with the help of God, killed a giant serpent living 

on a precipice in the outskirts of Euchaita. The 

serpent had devoured many people and animals, 

terrorizing the countryside. Saint Theodore armed 

himself with a sword and vanquished it, glorify-

ing the name of Christ among the people. 

For his bravery Saint Theodore was appointed mil-

itary commander [stratelatos] in the city of Hera-

clea, where he combined his military service with 

preaching the Gospel among the pagans subject to 

him. His gift of persuasion, reinforced by his per-

sonal example of Christian life, turned many from 

their false gods. Soon, nearly all of Heraclea had 

accepted Christianity. 

During this time the emperor Licinius (311-324) 

began a fierce persecution against Christians. In 

an effort to stamp out the new faith, he persecut-

ed the enlightened adherents of Christianity, who 

were perceived as a threat to paganism. Among 

these was Saint Theodore. Licinius tried to force 

Saint Theodore to offer sacrifice to the pagan 

gods. The saint invited Licinius to come to him 

with his idols so both of them could offer sacri-

fice before the people. 

Blinded by his hatred for Christianity, Licinius 

trusted the words of the saint, but he was disap-

pointed. Saint Theodore smashed the gold and sil-

ver statues into pieces, which he then distributed 

to the poor. Thus he demonstrated the vain faith 

in soulless idols, and also displayed Christian 

charity. 

Saint Theodore was arrested and subjected to 

fierce and refined torture. He was dragged on the 

ground, beaten with iron rods, had his body 

pierced with sharp spikes, was burned with fire, 

and his eyes were plucked out. Finally, he was 

crucified. Varus, the servant of Saint Theodore, 

barely had the strength to write down the incredi-

ble torments of his master. 

God, however, in His great mercy, willed that the 

death of Saint Theodore should be as fruitful for 

those near him as his life was. An angel healed the 

saint’s wounded body and took him down from 

the cross. In the morning, the imperial soldiers 

found him alive and unharmed. Seeing with their 

own eyes the infinite might of the Christian God, 

they were baptized not far from the place of the 

unsuccessful execution. 

Thus Saint Theodore became “like a day of splen-

dor” for those pagans dwelling in the darkness of 

idolatary, and he enlightened their souls “with the 

bright rays of his suffering.” Unwilling to escape 

martyrdom for Christ, Saint Theodore voluntarily 

surrendered himself to Licinius, and discouraged 

the Christians from rising up against the torturer, 

saying, “Beloved, halt! My Lord Jesus Christ, hang-

ing upon the Cross, restrained the angels and did 

not permit them to take revenge on the race of 

man.” 

Going to execution, the holy martyr opened up 

the prison doors with just a word and freed the 

prisoners from their bonds. People who touched 

his robe were healed instantly from sicknesses, 

and freed from demonic possession. By order of 

the emperor, Saint Theodore was beheaded by the 

sword. Before his death he told Varus, “ Do not 

fail to record the day of my death, and bury my 

body in Euchaita.” He also asked to be remem-

bered each year on this date. Then he bent his 

neck beneath the sword, and received the crown 

of martyrdom which he had sought. This occurred 

on February 8th, 319, on a Saturday, at the third 

hour of the day. 

Saint Theodore is regarded as the patron saint of 

soldiers. He is also commemorated on June 8th. 
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The Cathedral Chapter of the FOCA is back in the maple syrup 

(selling) business! We are again offering Trumbull Countys fin-

est syrup produced by a commercial supplier and neighbor of 

St. Vladimir Camp. He has been kind enough to keep our cost 

the same as last year, so we are able to offer it at $7.50/

bottle.  Proceeds from this project will be directed to our ongo-

ing project to build a new pool at St. Vladimir Camp. 

 

Update: After months of dealing with the Ohio State Health Department and two EPA departments, our effort for 

the new pool has met all requirements and we have begun the building process. Our construction company as-

sures us that we can have everything in place  next spring (2020), in plenty of time for camping season! Thank you 

so much for your continuing support of this very important project. 

 

We are now serving lunch at St. Herman's on the SECOND Saturday of each 

month. We are then making sandwiches for them the very NEXT DAY (Sunday) 

in the Parish Hall during coffee hour. Everyone is welcome to help, kids            

included. Thank you to all who have been making these events successful - may 

God bless each of you. 

See Dan Morris with any questions. 

Welcome Visitors 
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.   

While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion,  

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy.  



 

 St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral  Ambo - Page 4 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF February 2 

Feb 2  

Composite 6—Exodus 12, 13;  

Numbers 8, Leviticus 12 

Isa 6:1-12 

Composite 7—Isaiah 19:1, 3, 4-5, 

12, 16, 19-21 

Luke 2:25-32 

1 Tim 4:9-15 

Luke 19:1-10 

Heb 7:7-17 

Luke 2:22-40 

 

Feb 3 

1 Peter 2:21-3:9 

Mark 12:13-17 

 

 

 

 

Feb 4  

1 Peter 3:10-22 

Mark 12:18-27 

 

Feb 5 

Composite 2—Proverbs 10, 3, 8 

Composite 4 Wisdom of  

Solomon 6, 7, 8, 9 

Wis 4:7-15 

John 10:9-16 

Heb 13:17-21 

Luke 6:17-23 

1 Peter 4:1-11 

Mark 12:28-37 

 

 

 

Feb 6 

1 Peter 4:12-5:5 

Mark 12:38-44 

 

Feb 7 

2 Peter 1:1-10 

Mark 13:1-8 

 

Feb 8 

2 Tim 2:11-19 

Luke 18:2-8 

 

Feb 9 

Matt 28:16-20 

Heb 7:7-17 

Luke 2:22-40 

2 Tim 3:10-15 

Luke 18:10-14 

  

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES  

       Coffee Hour:          Greeters:                                     

     2/2/20         Paul & Deborah Finley       Medvec 

  2/9/20  Shawna Whitlock and Gayle Vidovich   Zolikoff 

   

If anyone has need of a priest for confession, visitation, illness, funeral,  

panikhida, counseling, or an emergency, please contact either Protodeacon  

Daniel Boerio at 1(216) 513-5307 or Paul Zawolowycz at 1(440) 941-7099 for 

scheduling. 

Time for ye olde 

Boys’ Night Out 
Gents, it's time once again to celebrate Meatfare Sunday with, well, meat! Or 

whatever else you like, but do set aside Sunday Feb. 23 at 5PM for our Pre-

Lenten Boys' Night Out. See Dan Morris if interested. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Departed: 

Rolf Weber  (Cathy W eber’s 

grandfather) 

 

Special Intentions: 

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom 

Mitchell’s father) 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Reader Paul Pangrace 

Child Mary Kate Zweidunger  

Child Vivian Sherer  

Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann        

Kovach) 

Lyndsey (friend of Melissa 

McCutcheon) 

Elizabeth (Betty) Balasz 

Marie Bor land 

Sandra Brello 

Elsie Conrad 

Horia Dascalescu 

Debra Ellis 

Gregory Galan 

Aleksei Green 

Virginia Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s 

mother) 

Don Hinkl 

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis    

Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law) 

Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s 

sister) 

Lacey Udell (wife of Michael Udell) 

Mara Kilbane (Melissa      

McCutcheon’s granddaughter) 

Annamarie Luvison (Daughter of 

Kaite Ellis-Luvison) 

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s 

brother) 

Melissa McCutcheon 

Michael McCutcheon 

 

Marguerite Mihal (Paul Mihal’s 

mother) 

Paul Mihal 

Natalya Miller  (Arlene Neale’s 

great-niece) 

Andrew Mytrohovich 

Debra Parhamovich (Karen 

Felon’s sister)  

Grace Parhamovich (Karen 

Felon’s mother) 

Jim Paulitzky (Jerry Czajkowski’s 

son-in-law) 

James Peter  Petkac 

Anastasia Pogorily 

Susan Reese (friend of Jerry & 

Arlene Czajkowski and Betty Balasz) 

Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s 

daughter) 

Joseph Rusynyk 

Andrew Smotzer 

David Smotzer 

Andrew Sykaluk 

Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s  

mother) 

Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia     

Mytrohovich) 

Janice Tkacz 

Joanne Theodore (Lisa Theodore’s 

mother-in law) 

Gayle Vidovitch 

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen 

Felon) 

Robert Walsh (friend of the Felons) 

Colleen Walsh (friend of the       

Felons) 

Erin Zawolowycz 

Susan Yurik 

Kristin Robinson 

 

Dominic & Megan Theodore and 

unborn child 

  

Nicholas & Erin Reidy and  

unborn child  

  

David & Jessie Jacobson and     

unborn child 
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St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 

733 Starkweather Avenue  

Cleveland, Ohio 44113     

      
REMINDER: 

Please be sure that cell 
phones are turned off 

before entering the 
temple.      

THANK YOU. 
 

WEEKLY  

SCHEDULE 

 

2020 

Sunday, Feb 2 

33rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

  The Meeting of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ in the Temple.  Sunday of Zacchaeus 

 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

  

Monday, Feb 3 

Afterfeast of the Meeting 

Holy and Righteous Simeon the God-receiver 

and Anna the Prophetess 

  

Tuesday, Feb 4 

Ven. Isidore of Pelusium 

   

Wednesday, Feb 5 

Repose of St. Theodosius of Chernigov 

 

Thursday, Feb 6 

St. Bucolus, Bishop of Smryna 

11:00 AM Faith Enrichment at the Parish Hall 

   

Friday, Feb 7 

St. Parthenius, Bishop of Lampascus 

On the Hellespont 

   

Saturday,  Feb 8 

Greatmartyr Theodore Stratelates 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 

Sunday, Feb 9 

Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee 

Beginning of the Lenten Triodion 

 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 


