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Afterfeast of the Dormition
of the Most-holy Theotokos

Prousiotissa Icon of the Mother of God (August 23)
High upon the fir-covered mountain peaks of southwestern Eurytania,
wedged between vertical grayish rocks in savage majesty, is the Holy
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carved out, inside of which is the first ancient temple of the monastery. In

Erin Zawolowycz
Ambo Editor

called Prousiotissa, and her Feast Day is celebrated with grandeur and so-

magnificent three-storey buildings. There among them a cave has been
it is kept the wonderworking Icon of the Panagia (the All-Holy Virgin),
lemnity on August 23.
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According to Tradition, this wonderworking Icon of the Theotokos is be-
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lieved to have been painted by the Holy Evangelist Luke (October 18), and
the Holy Monastery of Prousiotissa). It was taken from Prousa by a young
nobleman in the reign of the last iconoclastic Emperor Theophilos
(October 2, 829 – January 20, 842). Theophilos ordered all the icons to be
removed from the churches and destroyed. The Orthodox people protected
and hid the holy icons, even though the penalty for this "crime" was exile
or death.
When the Emperor's decree was read in the city of Proussa, the son of a
member of the imperial court chose to disregard it. Taking the the Holy
Icon, he sought refuge on the Greek mainland, because the persecution
was not quite as severe there, on the islands, or on the coast of Asia Minor.
On the way to Greece, however, the young man lost the Icon at Gallipoli in
Thrace, which caused him great sorrow. “Woe is me, the wretched one," he
cried. “The Mother of God has abandoned me because of my sins."
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The Icon had returned miraculously to a cave in a

heard about an Icon of the Theotokos which had

wild part of Eurytania (in the vicinity of Litza and

been revealed by a pillar of light. He and his serv-

Agrapha, where the monastery and the Icon's

ants left at once, and after two days they arrived at

shrine are at present), and where it was revealed to the cave where the Icon was kept. The moment he
some local shepherds on the night of August 22-

saw the Icon he knew it was the same one he had

23.

lost. After venerating the Icon, he gave gifts to the
shepherds and started back to New Patre with it.

The young man chose not to go back, because he

The shepherds’ joy turned to sorrow when they

could not bear to live among the iconoclasts. He

realized they were being deprived of the Icon.

continued on his journey and settled in the city of

They pleaded with the young man to leave the Ho-

New Patre, near the northwest end of the Pelopon-

ly Icon with them. He told them that the Icon be-

nesos. Time went by, and then one day he heard

longed to him, and that he had given them rich

rumors about certain miraculous events in the re-

gifts to compensate them for their loss. Further-

gion of Aitola. According to these reports, the son

more, he said that the mountain was not a good

of a local shepherd was tending his father's flock

place to build a church or to accommodate pil-

in a rugged, inaccessible spot in the mountains.

grims. Then he took the Icon and left.

There were no homes or villages, but only a shelter
for the shepherds. One night, as the child was

When he and his companion were tired and had to

sleeping, he was awakened by heavenly chanting

rest, they stopped at a certain place. They fell

coming from a cave behind him. With much appre- asleep and when they woke up, they couldn't find
hension he turned and saw a fiery pillar of light

the Icon. Assuming that the shepherds had stolen

coming from the cave and reaching up to Heaven.

it while they were sleeping, they retraced their

This is why the Icon is also called Pyrsos - because steps. When they came to a narrow spot near the
of the place where it was hidden. Astonished, the

river, the young man heard a voice, saying, "Oh

boy went to inform his father what he had seen.

young man, be saved! Go in peace and do not labor

The father thought that his son had been dream-

any more. It pleases me to remain here with the

ing, and told him not to fear things that weren't

shepherds and peasants, but not to be in the cities

real. The young man insisted, however, that what

with people who preach heresy. If you wish to re-

he had heard and seen was real.

main with me, then come to the place where you
found me. This will be for your benefit."

The next night, the child brought his father to the
same place where he had seen the pillar of light, so Only the young man was able to hear the voice. In
that he could see this phenomenon for himself.

obedience to the Mother of God, he freed his serv-

The man saw exactly what his son had described,

ants, gave away all of his possessions, and went

but he did not dare to look in the cave. The next

back to the cave where he had found the Icon, ac-

day he took other people there, and all of them

companied by one of his servants, who decided to

saw the same vision. After searching the area they

remain with him. He was convinced that it was the

discovered the Holy Icon in the cave, radiant and

will of the Panagia that she should remain there.

luminous. Filled with joy, they venerated the Icon,

The young man built a chapel in the cave for the

and decided to keep it there. The discovery of her

Icon. He and his servant both received the monas-

Holy Icon was the first miracle of Panagia Prousi-

tic tonsure from Hieromonk Raphael, who came

otissa.

from the hermitage of Saint Demetrios. He was
tonsured with the name Demetrios, and his servant

Meanwhile, the young man who had lost the Icon

received the name Timothy. Later, he built a cell
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opposite the chapel in a quiet place, where they

After a long time, the army's operations began. The

repented for their sins. Father Demetrios reposed

Ninth Division launched an attack to wipe out Eu-

there in peace, after living a God-pleasing life. His

rytania. Some sections passed through Proussos.

disciple Timothy buried his body in the church he

Some officers and soldiers approached the dark

had built, and his blessed soul flew to Heaven.

church of the cave and went in to pray. Inside,
they beheld a strange sight. In front of the iconos-

This was the beginning of the Monastery of the

tasis, to the left of the Beautiful Gate, was a lit can-

Most Holy Theotokos of Prousa (or Prousiotissa).

dle and a nun was kneeling there. The soldiers
were amazed. How could this nun be living there

The Icon of the All-Holy Virgin is of the Hodēgḗtria

at a time when Eurytania was completely aban-

type and has a gilded silver-plated metal cover, the doned by its residents? How did she live, what did
she eat, where did she get oil for the lamp? When
gift of General George Karaiskakis, who was
housed in the Monastery during the Revolution of

they asked her, she replied modestly and with

1821. The metal cover was made by the goldsmith

pain: "My children, I've been living here alone for

George Karanikas in 1824, as is shown by the em-

two and a half years. For my own life, I don't need

bossed inscription above the right shoulder of the

food and bread. It is enough for me to have my

Mother of God: "The Pantanassa. Through the gen-

lamp lit."

erosity of General George Karaiskakis, made by the
hand of George Karanikas, 1824."

The soldiers grew tired of this business, and were
in a hurry to leave, so they paid no attention to her

The Monastery's records show that it had been

words. But the next day, when they thought about

devastated many times during the Turkish occupa- it, they realized that this was a wondrous thing.
tion. The last act of vandalism (by the Germans in Later, when they passed through Naupaktos, they
1944) reduced the buildings into piles of rubble.

begged their commanding officer for permission to

After the buildings fell, an officer wanted to burn

visit Metropolitan Christophoros of Naupaktos and

down the church. He tried to do so many times,

Eurytania. The hierarch welcomed them with love,

but to no avail. While he was standing outside and

and after hearing their story, he was able to shed

giving orders, he was punished by the Panagia, as

some light on the mystery.

an example to others. An invisible force threw him
violently onto the pavement. The impact was very

"The temple that you visited," he told them,

powerful, and the German was unable to get up.

"belongs to the now abandoned Prousiotissa Mon-

The soldiers lifted him and placed him upon an

astery, whose wonderworking Icon has been kept

animal in order to carry him to Agrinio. Thus the

here for more than two years, in the chapel of our

temple remained unharmed, just as it has been

metropolis, at Saint Dionysios. Go there and vener-

preserved intact through the centuries.

ate it, and then you will understand."

Four years passed, and a civil war was raging in

They did go to venerate the Icon. Then suddenly,

the Greek countryside. The inhabitants of Eu-

everyone understood the mystery. In the Icon of

rytania and Naupaktos left their villages, seeking

the Mother of God, they recognized the nun they

safety in other parts of Greece. They brought their

had met in the chapel of the cave, high above

wonderworking Icon with them. She also shared

Proussos!

the fate of her children, and was carried by the
monks of Proussos to the acropolis of Naupaktos.
The monastery remains completely deserted.
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Church School
Church School to begin on Saturday, September 25th at 5:00 PM. We ask
parents to enroll their children as opportunities to educate them in the Orthodox
Faith are rare and few. To enroll your child, please contact the parish office by
phone or at StTheodosiusCathedral@protonmail.com
(note: this is not Faith Enrichment, but the children’s Church School)

Molieben Prayer Service
We are having a Molieben Prayer Service for the beginning of the school year. We invite all children and
students (Pre-K through college) to come for a blessing as they start school. The service will take place on
Sunday, August 29th, right after Divine Liturgy.

A Celebration of Service
Please join us in celebrating the many years of service that
Fr. John, Subdeacon Theodore, and Reader and Choirmaster
Ken have graciously given to St. Theodosius!
When: Sunday, September 12 at noon
Where: St. Theodosius Church Hall
Cost: $15 per adult (15+) / $5 per child / $35 max per house
Please RVSP to Judy Schwind (440-227-2951, jaschwind29@gmail.com),
Cathy Weber (412-215-1928, weberc528@gmail.com), or the office
(216.574.4886 / StTheodosiusCathedral@protonmail.com) no later than
August 29. We hope to see you there!

Due to the pandemic, and our financial position last year, we suspended the Food Pantry bags for Merrick
House (20 bags of groceries for their Moms First program). There are envelopes in the foyer specifically for
this, or you can earmark a special offering envelope for the Merrick House Food Pantry. Please consider
'sponsoring a bag' for $10.
Thank you for your consideration.
- Dan Morris

Fr. Jan’s Office Hours
Fr. Jan is in the office Tuesday through Friday from approximately 9:00AM to 2:00PM. He asks that we
call ahead to schedule an appointment rather than just walk in, in case he is out visiting someone, in a
meeting, or counseling someone.
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Reminder:
Single-issue Parish Meeting Sunday, August 22nd after Divine Liturgy. We will be voting on the remodel
of the Parish Hall adjacent to the Cathedral.

Visitations
Fr. Cizmar would like to know who requires visitation. He is eager to visit those who might have gone a long time
without visitation due to COVID, our absence of a rector, or for any reason at all. A key duty of a priest’s ministry is to
visit the sick and confined, those unable to attend the holy services for any reason.
He asks that we use the contact number provided should we need anything from him. His phone number and email
address are printed on the front of every Ambo, and are repeated here:

Father Jan Cizmar
1(440) 732-8182 st.theodosiuscathedral@ gmail.com

11 Annual Fr. Vladimir Prislopsky Lecture
th

September 23rd, 2021
6:30PM
Woodside Event Center
5025 E. Mill Road • Broadview Heights • 44147
Fr. Andrew Harmon (Pastor at St. Matthew Antiochian Orthodox Church, North Royalton, Ohio) will present

The Orthodox Faith and Church as Portrayed in Russian Literature
To RSVP please call or email the Church Office at
440.526.5192 or info@stmichaelscleveland.org (see attached flyer)

A Special Thank You:
A special thanks to Subdeacon Leon Darrell Felon and his wife Karen Felon. They have donated a new set of vestments
in memory of deceased family. More details to follow.

22nd Annual Tremont Arts & Cultural Festival—9/18
Another year, another Arts & Cultural Festival! Volunteers needed, so please contact
Subdeacon Michael Tabeling if you can help.
Some more info here: https://experiencetremont.com/featured-events/tremont-arts-cultural-festival/

Mark Your Calendars:
His Eminence Bishop Paul is coming on September 12th. Please attend as we will be celebrating the
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy and also do extend an invitation to friends and family as well.

Sandwiches for St. Herman House
The 2nd Saturday of each month, a small crew will help serve lunch at
St. Herman's. The next day (Sunday), we will make more sandwiches for them
during Coffee Hour in our Parish Hall. If you can help, please join us!
If you wish to help defer costs, please see Dan Morris.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Departed:

Arlene Czajkowski

Hieromonk Nikolai (Serhii Chebotar )

Grace Mary Par hamovich
(mother of Karen Felon )

Special Intentions:

Jeffrey Par hamovich (brother

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s father )

-in-law of Karen Felon )

Protodeacon Dan Boer io

Maggie Par hamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon )

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz

Karen Felon

Reader Paul Pangr ace

Chris McCutcheon (son of M elissa M cCutcheon )

Jennifer Boer io

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother)
Diane Kear sey (Janice T k acz's Sister )
Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s brother )
Debra Par hamovich (K aren Felon’s sister )
Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s daughter )
Janice Tkacz
Eleanor Wachovec (friend of K aren Felon )
Erin Zawolowycz
Mary Kay Weber
Mickey O'Br ien (friend of A rlene )
Joe Czajkowski (son of Jerry )
Carol Nielsen (Paul Pangrace‘s sister )
Matthew Ponomar enko
Alexander Ponomar enko
Virginia Medvec
Charles Linder man (friend of Joyce T abeling )
Stephen Chwalyk
Merio (friend of Fr. A dam cio )
Michael Novail (friend of Subdeacon L eon)
Child Benjamin Udell (son of M ichael and L acey )
Juliana and Child Fable Evelyn (Daughter and
Granddaughter of Paul Finley )
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BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF August 22
Aug 22

Aug 25

Aug 28

Aug 29

John 20:19-31

1 Cor 16:4-12

Wis 3:1-9

Composite 8—Isa 40, 41,

1 Cor 3:9-17

Matt 21:28-32

Wis 5:15-6:3

45, 48, 54

Wis 4:7-15

Composite 9—Malachi 3, 4

Matt 14:22-34
Aug 26

Matt 11:27-30

Composite 3—Wis 4, 5

Aug 23

2 Cor 1:1-7

Gal 5:22-6:2

John 21:1-14

Phil 2:5-11

Matt 21:43-46

Luke 6:17-23

Acts 13:25-33

Rom 15:30-33

Mark 6:14-30

Matt 17:24-18:4

1 Cor 4:9-16

Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28
1 Cor 15:12-19

Aug 27

Matt 21:18-22

2 Cor 1:12-20

Matt 17:14-23

Matt 22:23-33
Aug 24
1 Cor 15:29-38
Matt 21:23-27

St. Theodosius is now a subscriber to tithe.ly
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a
Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special occasions
online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate
Special thanks to Council Vice President Cathy Weber and our Webmaster Kate
Zolikoff for making this happen.

Sunday, Aug 22
9th Sunday After Pentecost
Afterfeast of the Dormition
Martyr Agathonicus of Nicomedia and his
companions
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Parish Meeting and Coffee Hour to
follow
Monday, Aug 23
Leavetaking of the Dormition
Prousiotissa Icon of the Mother of God
Tuesday, Aug 24
Hieromartyr Eutychius, disciple of St.
John the Theologian
Wednesday, Aug 25
Return of the Relics of the Apostle
Bartholomew from Anastasiopolis to
Lipari

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2021

Thursday, Aug 26
Martyrs Adrian and Natalia and 23
Companions, of Nicomedia
Friday, Aug 27
Ven. Pœmen the Great
Saturday, Aug 28
Uncovering of the Relics of Ven. Job the
Wonderworker, Abbot of Pochaev
Great Vespers 6:00 PM
Sunday, Aug 29
10th Sunday After Pentecost
The Beheading of the Holy Glorious
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Molieben Prayer Service after Liturgy
Coffee Hour to follow
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