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APRIL 28, 2024

ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM

PALM SUNDAY

The Holy Prophet Jeremiah,
= 7 (May 1) one of the four great
% [€HIA : A Old Testament prophets, was
' son of the priest Helkiah
from the city of Anathoth
near Jerusalem, and he lived
) \ \\“/ 600 years before the Birth of
LA \\ ﬁ»\ Christ, under the Israelite

W e | king Josiah and four of his
W : successors. He was called to
prophetic service at the age
of fifteen, when the Lord re-
vealed to him that even be-
fore his birth the Lord had
chosen him to be a prophet.
Jeremiah refused, citing his
youth and lack of skill at
speaking, but the Lord prom-
ised to be always with him
and to watch over him.

He touched the mouth of the
chosen one and said,
“Behold, I have put My words
into your mouth. Behold, I
have appointed you this day
over nations and kingdoms,
to root out and to pull down,
to destroy and to rebuild,
and to plant” (Jer. 1:9-10).
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From that time Jeremiah prophesied for twenty-
three years, denouncing the Jews for abandoning
the true God and worshipping idols, predicting
sorrows and devastating wars. He stood by the
gates of the city, and at the entrance to the Tem-
ple, everywhere where the people gathered, and
he exhorted them with imprecations and often
with tears. The people, however, mocked and
abused him, and they even tried to kill him.

Depicting for the Jews their impending enslave-
ment to the king of Babylon, Jeremiah first
placed on his own neck a wooden, and then an
iron yoke, and thus he went about among the
people. Enraged at the dire predictions of the
prophet, the Jewish elders threw the Prophet Jer-
emiah into a pit filled with horrid, slimy crea-
tures, where he almost died. Through the inter-
cession of the God-fearing royal official Hab-
demelek, the prophet was pulled out of the pit,
but he did not cease his prophecies, and for this
he was carted off to prison. Under the Jewish
king Zedekiah his prophecy was fulfilled.

Nebuchadnezzar came, slaughtered many peo-
ple, carried off a remnant into captivity, and Je-
rusalem was pillaged and destroyed. Nebuchad-
nezzar released the prophet from prison and
permitted him to live where he wanted. The
prophet remained at the ruins of Jerusalem and
bewailed his nation’s misfortune. According to
Tradition, the Prophet Jeremiah took the Ark of
the Covenant with the Tablets of the Law and hid
it in one of the caves of Mount Nabath (Nebo), so
that the Jews could no longer find it (2 Mac. 2).
Afterwards, a new Ark of the Covenant was fash-
ioned, but it lacked the glory of the first.

Among the Jews remaining in their fatherland
there soon arose internecine clashes: Hodoliah,

Nebuchadnezzar’s viceroy, was murdered. The
Jews, fearing the wrath of Babylon, decided to
flee into Egypt. The Prophet Jeremiah disagreed
with their intention, predicting that the punish-
ment which they feared would befall them in
Egypt. The Jews would not listen to the prophet,
however, and taking him along by force, they
went into Egypt and settled in the city of Tath-
nis. There the prophet lived for four years and
was respected by the Egyptians, because by his
prayers he killed crocodiles and other creatures
infesting these parts. When Jeremiah prophesied
that the King of Babylon would invade Egypt and
annihilate the Jews living there, the Jews mur-
dered him. In that very same year the saint’s
prophecy was fulfilled. There is a tradition that
250 years later, Alexander the Great transported
the relics of the holy Prophet Jeremiah to Alex-
andria.

The Prophet Jeremiah wrote his Book of Prophe-
cies and also the Book of Lamentations about the
desolation of Jerusalem and the Exile. The times
in which he lived and prophesied are described
in 4/2 Kings (Ch. 23-25) and in the Second Book
of Chronicles (36:12) and in 2 Maccabbees (Ch.
2).

In the Gospel of Matthew it is said that the be-
trayal of Judas was foretold by the Prophet Jere-
miah, “And they took thirty pieces of silver, the
price of him on whom the sons of Israel had set
a price, and they gave them for the potter’s field,
as the Lord directed me” (Mt. 27:9-10). Perhaps
Jeremiah 32:6-15 is meant.

Even after his death, the Prophet Jeremiah was
regarded as a wonderworker. Dust from his tomb
was believed to cure snake-bite, and many Chris-
tians pray to him for this purpose.

THANK YOU

$1187.00 were collected for St. Herman House last week!
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MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY: THE END

These three days, which the Church calls Great
and Holy have within the liturgical development
of the Holy Week a very definite purpose. They
place all its celebrations in the perspective of
End Times; they remind us of the eschatological
meaning of Pascha. So often Holy Week is con-
sidered one of the “beautiful traditions” or
“customs,” a self-evident “part” of our calendar.

At Matins: Matthew 21: 18-43—the story of the
fig tree, the symbol of the world created to bear
spiritual fruits and failing in its response to God.

At the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts: Matthew
24: 3-35: the great eschatological discourse of
Jesus. The signs and announcement of the End.
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away....”

We take it for granted and enjoy it as a cherished “when the Lord was going to His voluntary Pas-

annual event which we

have “observed” since

childhood, we admire the

beauty of its services, the

pageantry of its rites and,

last but not least, we like

the fuss about the Paschal

table. And then, when all

this is done we resume

our normal life. But do we

understand that when the

world rejected its Savior,

when “Jesus began to be

sorrowful and very

heavy... and his soul was

exceedingly sorrowful

even unto death,” when

He died on the Cross,

“normal life” came to its

end and is no longer pos-

sible. For there were

“normal” men who shout-

ed “Crucify Him” who

spat at Him and nailed

Him to the Cross. And

they hated and killed Him

precisely because He was troubling their normal
life. It was indeed a perfectly “normal” world
which preferred darkness and death to light and
life.... By the death of Jesus the “normal” world,
and “normal” life were irrevocably condemned.
Or rather they revealed their true and abnormal
inability to receive the Light, the terrible power
of evil in them. “Now is the Judgment of this
world” (John 12:31). The Pascha of Jesus signi-
fied its end to “this world” and it has been at its
end since then. This end can last for hundreds
of centuries, but this does not alter the nature of
time in which we live as the “last time.” “The
fashion of this world passeth away...” (I Cor.
7:31).

On Monday:

sion,
He said to His Apostles on
the way:
Behold, we go up to Jeru-
salem,
And the Son of Man shall
be delivered up
As it is written of Him.
Come, therefore, and let
us accompany Him,
With minds purified from
the pleasures of this life,
And let us be crucified
and die with Him,
That we may live with
Him,
And that we may hear
Him say to us:
[ go now, not to the earth-
ly Jerusalem to suffer,
But unto My Father and
your Father
And My God and your
God,
And I will gather you up
into the heavenly Jerusalem,
Into the Kingdom of Heaven....”
(Monday Matins)

On Tuesday:

At Matins: Matthew 22: 15-23, 39. Condemnation
of Pharisees, i.e. of the blind and hypocritical
religion, of those who think they are the leaders
of man and the light of the world, but who in
fact “shut up the Kingdom of heaven to men.”

At the Presanctified Liturgy: Matthew 24: 36-26,
2. The End again and the parables of the End: the
ten wise virgins who had enough oil in their
lamps and the ten foolish ones who were not ad-
mitted to the bridal banquet; the parable of ten
talents “. .. Therefore be ye also ready, for in
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such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man On Wednesday:
cometh.” And, finally the Last Judgment.
On Great and Holy Wednesday, the hymns of the

3. These Gospel lessons are explained and elabo- Bridegroom Service remind us of the sinful wom-

rated in the hymnology of these days: the stichi- an who poured precious ointment on Christ’s

ras and the triodia (short canons of three odes  head at Simon the leper’s house (Mt. 26:7).

each sung at Matins). One warning, one exhorta-

tion runs through all of them: the end and the The disciples complained about the wasteful ex-

judgment are approaching, let us prepare for travagance, for the myrrh could have been sold

them: and the money given to the poor. On this same
day Judas agreed to betray the Lord for thirty

“Behold, O my soul, the Master has conferred on pieces of silver. Because the betrayal took place
thee a talent on Wednesday, Orthodox Christians fast on most

Receive the gift with fear; Wednesdays during the year.
Lend to him who gave; distribute to the poor
And acquire for thyself thy Lord as thy Friend; On the other hand, the Savior declared that the

That when He shall come in glory, woman’s actions would be remembered wherev-
Thou mayest stand on His right hand er the Gospel is preached (Mt. 26:13), for she
And hear His blessed voice: had anointed Him in preparation for His burial
Enter, my servant, into the joy of thy Lord.” (Mt. 26:12).

(Tuesday Matins)

Annual Parish Meeting

Please arrange to be present for the Annual Parish Meeting on May 19th. The chief issues to be
discussed and voted on are:

e An update to our Endowment Policy

e The Sale of the parcel known as “Lucky Park.”

e The Parish Hall window replacement.

Please note that the Cleveland Marathon will take place on the same day.

(As per usual, detailed information will be sent out at the appropriate time prior to the meeting)
Save the date!
His Eminence Archbishop Daniel
will visit the Cathedral on October 19th & 20th. He will award Fr. John Zdinak the miter, a
synodal award in recognition of his long, faithful, and meritorious service in Christ's holy

Church, both in parish life and in the diocesan administration.
AXIOS!

For those who would like to HELP with Coffee Hour but don’t cook, you can now
sponsor a Coffee Hour! By donating $65 you can sponsor a Coffee Hour, just put it in
a white envelope marked “coffee hour” and place it in the collection basket or coffee

hour basket in the Hall.
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PRAYER REQUESTS

as of 4/28/2024

Deceased
Priest Anthony Karbo
Walter Dimitrijevs

Lori Harbaruk

Special Intentions:

Fr. Micah Chisholm
Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
Subdeacon Roger Pinta
Subdeacon Leon Felon

Reader Frank Tkacz

Stephan Chwalyk

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother)

Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz's Sister )
Janice Tkacz

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon )
Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana )

Erin Zawolowycz

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon )

Margaret Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen
Felon)

Margaret Peyton (Cathy’s aunt)

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin )
Anna Marie Luvison (daughter of Matthew &
Katie (Ellis) Luvison)

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon )

Grace Mary Parhamovich (mother of Karen
Felon)

Lonnie Ellis (Husband to Debra Ellis)
Robert Martin Prock

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z )
Justina Zolikoff

Melissa and Yohnathan King and newborn
Emery Rose

Kevin Reck (Stepfather of Cathy Weber )
Mark

Douglas and Katelyn Evans and unborn child
Martha (friend of Linda )

Elizabeth Balasz

Antonia Swyridenko

Jeff Zvara

Please submit names to the Prayer List by
emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar
st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless

requested otherwise.
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ST. THEODOSIUS IS & SUBSCRIBER TO TITHE.LY
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up

a Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special
occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

April 7 Joyce & Judy
April 14 Mary & Tammy
(In memory of the Pogorily Family)

April 21 Wayne & Gayle Vidovich & Shawna
Whitlock

April 28 Lina & Georgi

May 5

HOLY PASCHA

Coffee Hour Sign-Up
Questions/Concerns: Cathy Weber (412-215-1928)

May 19 Cindy & Nikol
May 26 Wayne Vidovich (sponsored by Una

May 12 (Mother’s Day) Nick Zolikoff

(sponsored by William Lynk and John & June

Patty Sankovic)

June
June
June

June

& John Alexandrovic and anonymous)
2 Matushka Jana
9 Cathy & Tammy
16 (Father’s Day) Wayne & Gayle
Vidovich & Shawna Whitlock

23 Sarah & Mike Brennan
30 Cathy (sponsored by John & Patty
Sankovic)

HOLY WEEK 2024

Sunday MONDAY Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
April 28 April 29 April 30 May 1 May 2 May 3 May 4
Palm Sunday Great and Holy | Great and Holy | Great and Holy | Great and Holy | Great and Great and Holy
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Holy Friday Saturday
8:40AM 1PM Vesperal
3rd & 6th Hours 2:30PM 9th Hour | 2:30PM 9th Hour | 2:30PM 9th Hour 2:30PM 9th Hour | 9AM Royal Divine Liturgy of
+ Typica + Typica + Typica + Typica Hours Holy Saturday
9AM Palm Blessing of
Sunday Divine 3PM 3PM 3PM 3PM Vesperal 3PM Vespers Baskets to follow
Liturgy Presanctified Presanctified Presanctified Divine Liturgy
FOCA Meeting to | Liturgy Liturgy Liturgy 8:30 PM
follow Reading of the
Acts of the
Apostles
6PM Bridegroom 6PM Bridegroom | 6PM Bridegroom | 6PM Bridegroom 7PM Matins 7PM Matins
Matins Matins Matins Matins (Passion with 10:30 PM
Gospels) Procession Nocturnes and
Paschal Vigil
May 5 May 6 May 7 May 8 May 9 May 10 May 11
Holy Pascha | Bright Bright Bright Bright Bright Bright
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
9AM Divine 6:00PM Great
Liturgy Vespers
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