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St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 
733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
 

www.sttheodosius.org 
 

Archpriest Jan Cizmar 
1(440) 732-8182 
st.theodosiuscathedral@ 
gmail.com  
Office Hours TWTh  
9AM-2PM, please call ahead 
 
Subdeacon Michael Tabeling 
   Sacristan 
 
Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky 
   Sacristan 
 
Reader Julius Kovach 
    Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster 
 
Denise “Nisi” Pozderac 
dpozderac.tlc@gmail.com  
   Parish Council President 
 

Mary Swit 

    Parish Secretary 

1(216) 574-4886  
StTheodosiusCathedral 

@protonmail.com 

Office Hours MTWTh 
10:00AM-2:00PM 

 
Paul Zawolowycz 
    Ambo Editor 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Please check weekly schedule 

for specific days (last page). 

Previous Ambos on website. 

 

Articles for publication 

should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

22nd Sunday After Pentecost 

November 24, 2024 

Afterfeast of the Entry 

Into the Temple  

Venerable Sebastian 

(Dabovich) of Jackson, 

California was born on 

June 9, 1863 in San 

Francisco to Serbian em-

igrés. Jovan Dabovich 

studied at the Kiev and 

St. Petersburg Theologi-

cal Academies. In 1887, 

while pursuing his stud-

ies at the St. Petersburg 

Theological Academy, 

he was tonsured as a 

monk, and then or-

dained as a Hierodea-

con. 

After completing his ed-

ucation, Father Sebas-

tian returned to the 

United States, where he 

began to serve at Saint 

Alexander Nevsky 

church in San Francisco. 

On August 16, 1892 he 

was ordained as a Hieromonk by Bishop Nicholas (Ziorov) of the Dio-

cese of the Aleutians and Alaska, who sent him to Minneapolis to re-

place Saint Alexis Toth as the priest of Saint Mary's Church. Under Bish-

op Nicholas's omophorion he carried out a program of educational, mis-

sionary, and pastoral work in Washington, California, and Minneapolis. 

http://www.sttheodosius.org
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Then he worked in the administration of the 

North American mission under Saint Tikhon 

(Belavin), the future Patriarch of Moscow and All 

Russia, preaching in English, Serbian, and Rus-

sian. 

In 1894 he built a church for the Serbian commu-

nity in Jackson, California in honor of Saint Sav-

va of Serbia, which was the first Serbian parish 

in America. he was assigned to assist at Saint 

Michael's Cathedral in Sitka, Alaska. 

During his lifetime, the missionary priest 

crossed the Atlantic Ocean fifteen times and the 

Pacific Ocean nine times, when he needed to vis-

it Serbia and Russia, and also his missionary 

journeys to Japan, where Father Sebastian met 

Saint Nicholas (Kasatkin) of Japan. 

In 1905 Igoumen Sebastian was appointed to the 

post of Dean of Serbian churches, and in that 

same year, by decree of the Synod, he became 

the head of the Serbian mission. Archbishop 

Tikhon asked Father Sebastian to head a Serbian 

Mission in the North American diocese. On Au-

gust 15, 1905, Archbishop Tikhon elevated him 

to the rank of Archimandrite for his zealous la-

bors for the Church. 

In 1910, Father Sebastian went to Serbia, serving 

as a chaplain in the Serbian Army during the Sec-

ond Balkan War (1912-1913), and also during 

World War I (1914-1918). From 1936 until the 

end of his earthly life, he lived in retirement at 

the Saint Savva of Serbia Monastery in Žića. He 

reposed there on November 17/30, 1940, and 

Saint Nicholas (Velimirovich) presided at his fu-

neral. In 2007, Venerable Sebastian's relics were 

reburied in the church of Saint Savva in Jackson, 

California, which he had founded. 

On May 29, 2015 by the decision of the Bishops' 

Council of the Serbian Orthodox Church, Archi-

mandrite Sebastian was glorified as a Saint. 

His formal canonization took place on Septem-

ber 4, 2015, and Patriarch Irinej of Serbia presid-

ed at the service in Saint Stephen's Cathedral, 

Alhambra, California. 

The Righteous Gideon, whose name means 

“destroyer,” appears in chapters 6-8 of Judges. 

He was the son of Joash the Abiezrite. One day, 

as he was beating out wheat in the wine press, 

the Angel of the Lord appeared to him and com-

manded him to deliver Israel from the hand of 

Midian. Gideon gathered an army of men from 

various towns to fight the Midianites, then asked 

God to give him a sign that he would be able to 

deliver Israel. First, he placed a fleece of wool on 

the floor of the threshing room. Then he said, “If 

there is dew on the fleece alone, and if the 

ground is dry, then I shall know that thou wilt 

deliver Israel by my hand, as thou hast said.” 

The next morning Gideon got up early and 

squeezed the fleece, wringing out enough water 

to fill a bowl. Then he asked God to let the fleece 

remain dry and to let there be dew on the 

ground. When Gideon saw that this had been 

done, the powerful warrior of Manasseh led an 

army of 300 men to victory over the Midianites. 

The people entreated him to be their ruler, and 

also his son and grandson, but he would not 

agree to this, because the Lord was their ruler. 

However, Gideon was a Judge for forty years, 

and during that time the land had rest. 

The Righteous Gideon is referenced in Ode 9 of 

the second Canon for the Feast of the Entry of 

the Most Holy Theotokos: “Let us all magnify the 

radiant cloud, in which the Master of all de-

scended, as dew from Heaven upon the 

fleece” (Judges 6:37). He is also mentioned in 

Hebrews 11:32 with others “who through faith 

conquered kingdoms.” 
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Time to Bake for the Annual Christmas Cookie Walk 
The Altar Society will sponsor the cookie sale on Friday,    

December 13th and Saturday, December 14th.  We need 

your help to bake your favorite Christmas cookie for the 

sale.  The sign-up sheet is posted in the parish hall.   

If you have any questions,  

call Susan Lentz 216-258-8048, 

or Joyce Tabeling 216-408-7187 

The 2024 Merrick House Angel Tree is a success!  

Thank you so very much to all who made the Merrick House Angel Tree  

project successful! 

All the tags were taken in under 24 hours. 

All wrapped and labeled gifts are due at church no later than Sunday Dec. 8. 

Distribution will be at Merrick House (1050 Starkweather) on Thursday Dec. 12 at 

6:30PM. 

You are invited. 

Thank you again, and may God richly bless you. 

(If you took the tag for Rafadija Limani, please see Dan Morris) 

 

Thanks, -Dan 

Very Reverend & Reverend Fathers; 

 

I wanted to reach out to you on behalf of one of our parishioners, someone many of you already know. Hilary Ries is a college student 

at our parish and has been serving as an intern for YES ("Youth Equipped to Serve"), which is a subsidiary group of FOCUS North 

America for young adults. One aspect of her internship includes a project, and she has chosen to host an event at our parish, Saint In-

nocent Orthodox Church (8526 Usher Road, Olmsted Township, Ohio 44138) on Saturday, 07 December 2024. The doors open at 

1:30pm, with the activity to begin at 2:00pm and run until roughly 4:30pm. 

It is called Brushstrokes and Balance, and it will be a free opportunity for young adults aged 20 to 30 to explore "the intersection of 

art, faith, and mental wellness" through painting. I will be present to help her facilitate as needed, and she just asks that the local cler-

gy and other Orthodox leaders pass the attached flyers along to the relevant individuals in their parishes so that participants can 

RSVP by 01 December 2024.  

Here is the link to use: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLKMZYA45JbX0HM38KZYEpWBJOosmdCyoAT-

lvDG1dedrngA/viewform 

Hilary and I would both be greatly appreciative if you could encourage your young adults (especially those who may be dealing with 

mental health and wellness concerns) to consider attending. Thank you very much, and if you have any questions, you can reach out 

to me or Hilary (hilary.ries@gmail.com). 

 

In Christ, 

>>>Father Peter Simko 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLKMZYA45JbX0HM38KZYEpWBJOosmdCyoAT-lvDG1dedrngA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLKMZYA45JbX0HM38KZYEpWBJOosmdCyoAT-lvDG1dedrngA/viewform
mailto:hilary.ries@gmail.com
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Beloved Clergy and Faithful of the Diocese of the Midwest, 

The Lord bless you! 

After Our Lord’s Resurrection, He commanded the Apostles to make disciples of all 
nations, promising to be with them until the end of the age (St Matthew 28:18-20). 
This Great Commission has been passed down through the ages as generations of 
Orthodox Christians bore witness to the Gospel message of our Lord and Savior, Je-
sus Christ. 

Today, it is our common responsibility within the territory of the Diocese of the 
Midwest to fulfill Our Lord’s command. Since becoming your Archpastor, I have listened and ob-
served during parish visits, taking account of what you need to be the Church and make disciples, 
while seeing many wonderful examples of how the Holy Spirit is at work in our parish communities. 

I have met seniors, youth, families, and individuals in parishes small and large, all filled with the de-
sire to grow closer to Our Lord. I have encountered both lifelong and newly-Chrismated Orthodox, all 
being cared for by our clergy. I am grateful that all of you daily accept the call to take up your Cross 
and follow Christ, and especially I give thanks to Almighty God for the desire of so many to be faith-
ful Orthodox Christians in today’s uncertain world. 

For this reason, our Diocese has invested considerable time and resources over the past year to pre-
pare the organizational plan which was adopted during the 63rd Annual Diocesan Assembly this past 
October. The vision and goal of this plan is to build upon the work of those who have gone before us, 
while leveraging the talents, skills, knowledge, and experiences of today’s diocesan membership to 
grow the Faith in our vast diocesan territory. We can now leverage technology for new resources and 
to collaborate virtually, effectively reaching across the breadth of our Diocese to provide the spiritual 
resources and programs necessary to fulfill the Great Commission in every parish and monastic com-
munity. 

Our organizational plan is grounded in Scripture and begins with our newly adopted diocesan mission 
statement: 

Uniting the faithful of the Diocese of the Midwest to discover a Christ-centered life, 
welcoming all to worship and live in the Orthodox Christian Faith. 

This mission statement defines the focus of our new diocesan organizational plan, including the estab-
lishment of new departments for Evangelization, Christian Education, Christian Service & Humani-
tarian Aid, Liturgical Practice, Communications, and Clergy & Clergy Family Life. 

This mission statement is also a call for each of us to recommit to our role of being bearers of Christ 
in our daily lives. By living in this way, we all fulfill the Great Commission, showing those around us 
the joy and radiance of following Jesus Christ in the fullness of the Orthodox Faith. 

As you prepare for the beginning of the Nativity Fast, I encourage you to find renewed focus in antici-
pation of the coming of Our Lord, and to gather in your parish communities for discussion and reflec-
tion that will identify: 

• how your parish is successful in living out the Great Commission; and 
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• where there are opportunities to do more, or simply begin anew. 
By organizing such informal gatherings during this season, we can turn from the hustle and bustle of 
our consumer-driven society and focus again on the majesty and innocence of the Incarnation of Our 
Savior. We can also give serious consideration to how our parishes can be places where members and 
seekers can encounter the divine. 

When you gather to complete this self-assessment for your parish, I encourage you to identify things 
that are working well, opportunities for improvement, and ideas for growing closer to Jesus Christ. 
Use the self-assessment to identify what your parish has set forth as goals, projects, activities, and 
service ministries. Please complete this form by Monday, Dec. 16, and submit it online. 

Our Diocesan Chancellor, Archpriest Herman Kincaid, will gather your insights and ideas, sharing 
them with the directors of our new departments. Beginning in January 2025, these departmental di-
rectors will commence working with their teams to connect parishes with individuals who are able to 
develop the resources needed in our communities. 

In the coming weeks, our diocesan website will be updated to feature information about each depart-
ment, the newly appointed directors, and how to contact them. They will rely on the information you 
share—both the successes and the opportunities—to begin assembling teams drawn from parishes 
across the Diocese to work collaboratively and wisely to build up the Body of Christ together by the 
work of ministry (Ephesians 4:12). 

The clergy in each parish should also ensure that the contact information for your ministry leaders is 
up to date and on file with the Diocese, so that our departments can effectively communicate with 
parish leaders responsible for music, church school, mission and outreach, and charitable programs in 
your parishes. Please update this information through the reporting website, or forward to the Dioce-
san Chancery. 

As Orthodox Christians of the Diocese of the Midwest, we are called to follow the example of the 
Apostles who gathered in council together (Acts 15:28-29), like them identifying the work set before 
us, and then putting our faith into action by being witnesses in our local communities (Acts 14:21-
22). 

The fields are white for harvest in the Diocese of the Midwest, and I firmly believe that Our Lord is 
inviting us to accept the call to be His witnesses—from the Dakotas to the Great Lakes, and from the 
Plains to the Ohio River Valley. 

I pray that you will be inspired and motivated by what I have shared here, and that working together 
to enliven the Orthodox Faith in our parishes and in our local communities, one day we may hear Our 
Lord say: “Well done, good and faithful servant” (St Matthew 25:21). 

Invoking God’s blessings upon our efforts, I remain, 

  

DANIEL 

Archbishop of Chicago and the Midwest 

https://forms.gle/9JFFgo2hAZrYPvyb8
http://reporting.domoca.org/
mailto:chancery@domoca.org
mailto:chancery@domoca.org
https://domoca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/171-DIOCESAN-DEPARTMENTS-PLAN-AND-GOALS.pdf
https://domoca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/171-DIOCESAN-DEPARTMENTS-PLAN-AND-GOALS.pdf


 

 St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral  Ambo - Page 6 

Dear Brothers  

 

Attached is a Flyer and a google form link inviting you and your parishes to the Celebration of our Patronal Feastday  Thursday and 

Friday December 5th & 6th. We will serve vigil for the feast at 6:00pm on Thursday and Liturgy will be held at 10:00 am on Friday. A 

fish Dinner Pot Luck will follow. Please encourage your faithful to Join us and if coming to use the link below to sign up for the pot 

luck and indicate what dish they'll be bringing to share. 

Looking forward to seeing you here. 

 

In Christ 

 

V. Rev. Nicholas Wyslutsky 

Dean Cleveland Deanery 

OCA Diocese of the Midwest 

 https://forms.gle/WhLf3psSFzuwDQx57 

https://forms.gle/WhLf3psSFzuwDQx57
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Theotokos of Vladimir 

EASTERN ORTHODOX WOMElt~'S GUILD 
OFGRIL~TERCLEVELAND 

UNI1YTHROU6H PARTICIPATION 

Saturday, December 14, 2024 

@ 10:00 A.M. 

Arcl1angel Micl1ael Russian O1tl1odox Cl1urcl1 
5025 Mill Road 

Broadview Hts., OH 44147 
Matthew 25:35-36, 40 

For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me; I was naked and you clothed me\· I was sick and you visited me; I was in 
prison and you came to me ... as you did 1t to one of the east of these my brethren, you did it to 
me. 

(I)IOCC 
IN TERNATION AL ORTHODOX 

C H RIST JA N C HARIT IES 

Helping others help tlunnselves 

• Fellowship and Advent Brunch 
• Presentation by Diane Hastings 

. IOCC - Cleveland Chapter and domestic missions 

Enjoy time with other EOWG members as Diane presents a 
power point showing the missions that the IOCC is providing 
here in the States. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

as of 11/24/2024 

Deceased 

Donna Fabris (Jerry Czajkowski's friend ) 

Margaret Peyton (Cathy’s aunt ) 

 

Special Intentions: 

Archpriest Jason Kappanadze  

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Subdeacon Roger Pinta  

Subdeacon Leon Felon  

Subdeacon Peter Nicholas Zolikoff  

Reader Frank Tkacz  

Reader Daniel Morris  

   

Stephan Chwalyk  

Horia Dascalescu  (Lavinia's brother) 

Janice Tkacz  

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon) 

Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana) 

Erin Zawolowycz   

Jeffrey Parhamovich  

 (brother of Karen Felon) 

Margaret Parhamovich  

 (sister-in-law of Karen Felon) 

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin) 

Anna Marie Luvison (daughter of Matthew & 

 Katie (Ellis) Luvison) 

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon) 

Grace Mary Parhamovich  

 (mother of Karen Felon ) 

 Lonnie Ellis (Husband to Debra Ellis) 

 

Robert Martin Prock  

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z) 

Child McKenna Kranek  

Elizabeth and Michael Prendergast and their 

unborn child  

Betty Balasz  

Jeremy, Yvonne, and Unborn Child  

Herman Leslie Levin  

Russell Schafer  

Sonia Vorell  

Ivan Lavrisiuk  

Elisabeth Lavrisiuk  

Elena Rich  

Beth Carson  

Gregory Jakubisin  

Phyllis Gindlesperger  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit names to the Prayer List by 

emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar 

st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com 

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182 

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless 

requested otherwise. 

mailto:st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com
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St. Theodosius is a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a 

Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special  

occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate   

Sunday, November 24 

Afterfeast of the Entry Into the Temple 

Great Martyr Catherine of Alexandria (305-313)  

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

Coffee Hour 

FOCA meeting to follow 

 

Monday, November 25 

Leavetaking of the Entry Into the Temple 

Saint Clement of Ochrid, Equal of the Apos-

tles, Bishop of Greater Macedonia, and his 

companions Nahum, Savva, Gorazd and 

Angelar (916)  

 

Tuesday, November 26 

The Righteous Gideon. Ven. Alypius the 

Stylite of Adrianopolis (7th c.)  

 

Wednesday, November 27 

Greatmartyr James the Persian (421)  

6:00 PM Thanksgiving Akathist 

 

Thursday, November 28 

Monastic Martyr and Confessor Stephen the 

New of Mt. St. Auxentius, Martyrs Basil,  

Stephen, two Gregories, John, Andrew,  

Peter, Anna, and many others (767)  

 

Friday, November 29 

Martyr Paramon and 370 Martyrs in Bithyn-

ia (250)  

 

Saturday, November 30 

Holy and All-praised Apostle Andrew the  

First-called (62) 

8:30 AM Baptism 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sunday, December 1 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Venerable Botolph of Iken (7th c.)  

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

Coffee Hour 

 

Monday, December 2 

Ven. Alexei (Kabalyuk) (1947)  

 

Tuesday, December 3 

Prophet Zephaniah  

(Sophonias—635-605 B.C.)  

 

Wednesday, December 4 

Glorification of Hieromartyr Protopresbyter 

Alexander (Hotovitzky) (1994)  

 

Thursday, December 5 

Ven. Savva the Sanctified (532) 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 

Friday, December 6 

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker,  

Archbishop of Myra in Lycia (ca. 345) 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

 

Saturday, December 7 

St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan (397)  

4:45 PM Church School 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 

Sunday, December 8 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

Coffee Hour 

Informational Meeting and Diocesan Ministry 

Meeting to follow 

BiWeekly 

Schedule 

2024 

Apostle Andrew, the 

Holy and All-Praised 

First-Called 

 

The Holy Apostle Andrew the First-Called (Nov 30) was the first of the Apostles to follow 

Christ, and he later brought his own brother, the holy Apostle Peter, to Christ (John 1:35-42). 

The future apostle was from Bethsaida, and from his youth he turned with all his soul to God. 

He did not enter into marriage, and he worked with his brother as a fisherman. When the holy 

Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John began to preach, Saint Andrew became his closest disci-

ple. Declaring Christ to be the Lamb of God, Saint John the Baptist himself sent to Christ his 

own two disciples, the future Apostles Andrew and John the Theologian.  

https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

