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26TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

GREAT MARTYR
ANASTASIA

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Savior of the world, was
born of the Most Holy
Virgin Mary in the city of
Bethlehem during the reign
of the emperor Augustus
(Octavian). Caesar Augus-
tus decreed that a universal
census be made throughout
his Empire, which then also
included Palestinian Israel.
The Jews were accustomed
to be counted in the city
from where their family
came. The Most Holy Virgin
and the Righteous Joseph,
since they were descended
from the house and lineage
of King David, had to go to
Bethlehem to be counted
and taxed.

In Bethlehem they found no
room at any of the city’s
inns. Thus, the God-Man,
the Savior of the world, was
born in a cave that was
used as a stable.

“I behold a strange and
most glorious mystery,”
the Church sings with awe,
“Heaven, a Cave; the Virgin
the Throne of the Cheru-
bim; the Manger a room, in which Christ, the God Whom nothing can contain is
laid.” (Irmos of the 9th Ode of the Nativity Canon).

Having given birth to the divine Infant without travail, the Most Holy Virgin
“wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger” (Luke 2:7). In the
stillness of midnight (Wisdom of Solomon 18:14-15), the proclamation of the
birth of the Savior of the world was heard by three shepherds watching their
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flocks by night.

An angel of the Lord (Saint Cyprian says this was Ga-
briel) came before them and said: “Fear not: for be-
hold, 1 bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord” (Luke
2:10-11). The humble shepherds were the first to offer
worship to Him Who condescended to assume the form
of a humble servant for the salvation of mankind. Be-
sides the glad tidings to the Bethlehem shepherds, the
Nativity of Christ was revealed to the Magi by a won-
drous star. Saint John Chrysostom and Saint Theophy-
lactus, commenting on Saint Matthew’s Gospel, say
that this was no ordinary star. Rather, it was “a divine
and angelic power that appeared in the form of a star.”
Saint Demetrius of Rostov says it was a “manifestation
of divine energy” (Narrative of the Adoration of the
Magi). Entering the house where the Infant lay, the Ma-
gi “fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had
opened their treasures, they presented Him gifts: gold,
and frankincense, and myrrh” (Mt. 2:11).

The present Feast, commemorating the Nativity in the
flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ, was established by the
Church. Its origin goes back to the time of the Apos-
tles. In the Apostolic Constitutions (Section 3, 13) it
says, “Brethren, observe the feastdays; and first of all
the Birth of Christ, which you are to celebrate on the
twenty-fifth day of the ninth month.” In another place
it also says, “Celebrate the day of the Nativity of
Christ, on which unseen grace is given man by the
birth of the Word of God from the Virgin Mary for the
salvation of the world.”

In the second century Saint Clement of Alexandria also
indicates that the day of the Nativity of Christ is De-
cember 25. In the third century Saint Hippolytus of
Rome mentions the Feast of the Nativity of Christ, and
appoints the Gospel readings for this day from the
opening chapters of Saint Matthew.

In 302, during the persecution of Christians by Maxim-
ian, 20,000 Christians of Nicomedia (December 28)
were burned in church on the very Feast of the Nativity
of Christ. In that same century, after the persecution
when the Church had received freedom of religion and
had become the official religion in the Roman Empire,
we find the Feast of the Nativity of Christ observed
throughout the entire Church. There is evidence of this
in the works of Saint Ephraim the Syrian, Saint Basil
the Great, Saint Gregory the Theologian, Saint Gregory
of Nyssa, Saint Ambrose of Milan, Saint John Chrysos-
tom and other Fathers of the Church of the fourth cen-
tury.

Saint John Chrysostom, in a sermon which he gave in
the year 385, points out that the Feast of the Nativity

of Christ is ancient, and indeed very ancient. In this
same century, at the Cave of Bethlehem, made famous
by the Birth of Jesus Christ, the empress Saint Helen
built a church, which her mighty son Constantine
adorned after her death. In the Codex of the emperor
Theodosius from 438, and of the emperor Justinian in
535, the universal celebration of the day of the Nativi-
ty of Christ was decreed by law. Thus, Nikephoéros Cal-
listus, a writer of the fourteenth century, says in his
History that in the sixth century, the emperor Justinian
established the celebration of the Nativity of Christ
throughout all the world.

Patriarch Anatolius of Constantinople in the fifth cen-
tury, Sophronius and Andrew of Jerusalem in the sev-
enth, Saints John of Damascus, Cosmas of Maium and
Patriarch Germanus of Constantinople in the eighth,
the Nun Cassiane in the ninth, and others whose
names are unknown, wrote many sacred hymns for the
Feast of the Nativity of Christ, which are still sung by
the Church on this radiant festival.

During the first three centuries, in the Churches of Je-
rusalem, Antioch, Alexandria and Cyprus, the Nativity
of Christ was combined together with the Feast of His
Baptism on January 6, and called

“Theophany” (“Manifestation of God”). This was be-
cause of a belief that Christ was baptized on anniver-
sary of His birth, which may be inferred from Saint
John Chrysostom’s sermon on the Nativity of Christ:
“it is not the day on which Christ was born which is
called Theophany, but rather that day on which He was
baptized.”

In support of such a view, it is possible to cite the
words of the Evangelist Luke who says that “Jesus be-
gan to be about thirty years of age” (Luke 3:23) when
He was baptized. The joint celebration of the Nativity
of Christ and His Theophany continued to the end of
the fourth century in certain Eastern Churches, and
until the fifth or sixth century in others.

The present order of services preserves the memory of
the ancient joint celebration of the Feasts of the Nativi-
ty of Christ and Theophany. On the eve of both Feasts,
there is a similar tradition that one should fast until
the stars appear. The order of divine services on the
eve of both feastdays and the feastdays themselves is
the same.

The Nativity of Christ has long been counted as one of
the Twelve Great Feasts. It is one of the greatest, most
joyful and wondrous events in the history of the
world. “The angel said to the shepherds, ‘Behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord. And this shall
be a sign unto you: you shall find the babe wrapped in
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swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” Then suddenly tidings proclaimed to the shepherds and to the Magi.
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly This is a cause of universal rejoicing for all mankind,
hosts, glorifying God and saying: ‘Glory to God in the  “for the Savior is Born!”

Highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.’
Those who heard these things were astonished at what
the shepherds told them concerning the Child. And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
the things that they had heard and seen” (Luke 2:10-
20).

Concurring with the witness of the Gospel, the Fathers
of the Church, in their God-inspired writings, describe
the Feast of the Nativity of Christ as most profound,
and joyous, serving as the basis and foundation for all
the other Feasts.

Thus the Nativity of Christ, a most profound and ex-

. . Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
traordinary event, was accompanied by the wondrous fy

Coffee Hour Sign-Up
Questions/Concerns: Cathy Weber (412-215-1928)

October 6 November 24

Cathy and Tammy Joyce Tabeling and Judy Schwind
October 13 December 1

Sarah and Mike Brennan Dan and Lavinia
October 20 December 8

Gayle and Wayne Mat. Jana
October 27 December 15

Joyce Tabeling and Judy Schwind Mary Swit
November 3 December 22

Mat. Jana Shawna Whitlock and Cathy
November 10 December 29

Mat. Cindy and Nikol Shawna Whitlock

November 17
Georgi and Lina

Our 2024 Cookie Walk Is a Big Success!

Thanks to everyone who helped make the Cookie Walk a big
success. We made over $5,000!

There are still apricot and nut rolls available, purchase one after

Divine Liturgy. Available while supplies last.

THE 2024 MERRICK HOUSE ANGEL TREE IS & SUCCESS!

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped make the Merrick House Angel Tree
successful another year!

Despite a few glitches, the end result is that 20 children have a brighter Christmas,
thanks to YOU!

God bless for your kindness.

-Dan Morris
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Orthodox Church in America

DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST

Wednesday, 25 December 2024
The Nan’w'tj of our Lord God and Savier Tesus Christ

No, 200

ARCHPASTORAL GREETINGS OF
THE MOST REVEREND DANIEL
ARCHBISHOP OF CHICAGO AND THE MIDWEST

ON THE RADIANT FEAST OF OUR LORD’S NATIVITY - 2§ DECEMBER 2024

Make ready, O Bethiehem!
Let the manger be prepared!
Let the cave show ity welcomel
The Truth comes and the shadow flees.
God is born of a Virgin and is revealed to men.
He is clothed in our flesh and makes it divine.
Therefore Adam is renewed and eries out with Eve:

“Thy faver bas appeared on earth, O Lord,
[for the salvation of the buman race.™

(from the Royal Hours of the Nativity of Christ)
Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers, Venerable Monastics, and Beloved Faithful,

“God is born of a Virgin and is revealed to men”: as we sing these words, we recall the great mystery of the
Incarnation of the Son of God. Gathering in these holy days to celebrate in the churches and chapels thronghout
our Diocese, to reflect upon this great mystery, let us also turn our thoughts to the one who was instrumental in
tultilling God’s plan tor our salvation: Mary, the “One who gave birth to God the Word” and “truly Theotokos.”

We are first introduced to Mary of Nazareth at the beginning of the Gospel of Luke when, just after having
spaken her “yes” to the angel in the moment of the Annunciation, she begins her trip “in great haste” from her
hometown of Nazareth to the hill country of Judah, to be with her elderly relative Elizabeth in her time of need.
The angel Gabriel had revealed to Mary that Elizabeth was in her sixth month of pregnancy (Luke 1:26-38). This
explains why Mary, who carried within her an even greater mystery, goes to see Elizabeth and stays with her for
three months, until Elizabeth gives birth to John, the Forerunner and Baptizer of Christ.

In the meeting between these two women, it is the young one, Mary, who offers the first greeting. The Gospel
tells us: “she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth” (Luke 1:40). After this greeting, Elizabeth
feels enveloped in great wonder as she is filled with the Holy Spirit. This wonder and joy is echoed in her response
to Mary: “And why is this granted me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”

In celebrating the Nativity, we ourselves are called to recognize the moments of the miraculous which are part of
our daily lives. And what are these miraculous moments in everyday lifer The first place is in #bhe otber, in those

around us, in whom we recognize a brother or sister, because since the birth of Jesus occurred, every human face
is marked with the image of the Son of God. Above all, we encounter this miraculous presence of Christ in the
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face of the poor, becanse God Himself entered the world poor, and it was to the poor, in the first place, that He
revealed Himself.

Another place in which we recognize the miraculous is within history, the chronicle of human life and experience.
However, we run the risk of reading history backwards and outside of its Christian context. For example, we
generally think that history is defined by the rise and fall of governments, wars and conflicts, regulated by
business and finances, and dominated by the powers of this world. But it is God, the God of Creation who entered
human life, who defines and rules over human history. As Mary sings in the Magnificat, it is the Lord who puts
down the mighty from their thrones and exalts those of low degree, who fills the hungry with good things and
sends the rich away empty (Luke 1:52-53).

Yet another miraculous encounter is within the Church. To perceive the Church as miraculous means not limiting
oneself to consider it only as a religious institution, but to embrace the Church as a mother who, despite any
blemishes and wrinkles, allows the features of the beloved Bride of Christ the Lord to shine through—a Church
that is able to recognize the signs of faithful love that God continuously sends her. This is the Church that always
has her doors open wide, and her arms open to welcome everyone. Moreover, the Church, our Mother, goes out
from her own doors to seek with a loving smile and warm embrace all those who are far off in order to bring them
to the mercy of God. The Church herself provides this miraculous moment which we are invited to experience in

these holydays of light and love.

God has given us all of Himself by giving His Only Son, who is all His joy. It is only with the heart of Mary, the
humble and poor danghter of Zion, who became the Mother of the Son of the Most High, that it is possible to
rejoice and be glad for the great gift of God and for His unpredictable surprise. Through the birth of Jesus, may
she help us to perceive the miraculous which surrounds us every day—in our brothers and sisters, in the lived
experience of history, and within the Church. In the birth of Jesus may we recognize the Gift of Gifts, the
undeserved Gift who brings us His salvation.

In the spiritual atmosphere of joy and peace of the Nativity of Christ, I greet all of you with the joy of the Feast.
Once again, I state my prayerful wish for peace: peace in families and homes, peace in parishes, peace in the
ministry of our clergy and faithful, and peace for those who are suffering the horrors of war throughout the
world, especially our brothers and sisters in Ukraine and in the Middle East.

As you gather with family, with your parish communities, and with all your loved ones, I send you my sincere
fatherly greetings and archpastoral blessings. May the Lord grant you a bright and blessed celebration of the
Birth of Christ and a New Year filled with an abundance of heavenly blessings.

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

With love in the Incarnate Son of God,
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DANIEL
Archhishepiafkibisagaandsdive Midwvest



PRAYER REQUESTS #

Deceased

James Timko (Lauren Eppele’s uncle )

Special Intentions:

C e -
as of 12/22/2024 . g :-i"' -
T L M
Grace Mary Parhamovich - N (-( i N <
TR
(mother of Karen Felon ) 74 JV:‘ ,/TI'
Lonnie Ellis NS ". ‘:
F /4 . N
(Husband to Debra Ellis) / §
Robert Martin Prock )

Archpriest Jason Kappanadze
Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
Subdeacon Roger Pinta
Subdeacon Leon Felon
Reader Frank Tkacz

Reader Daniel Morris

Stephan Chwalyk
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother)
Janice Tkacz
Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon)
Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana)
Erin Zawolowycz
Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon)
Margaret Parhamovich

(sister-in-law of Karen Felon )
Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin)
Anna Marie Luvison (daughter of Matthew &
Katie (Ellis) Luvison)

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon)

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z )
Child McKenna Kranek

Elizabeth and Michael Prendergast and their
unborn child

Betty Balasz

Jeremy, Yvonne, and Unborn Child
Herman Leslie Levin

Russell Schafer

Sonia Vorell

Ivan Lavrisiuk

Elisabeth Lavrisiuk

Elena Rich

Beth Carson

Gregory Jakubisin

Phyllis Gindlesperger

Please submit names to the Prayer List by
emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar
st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless

requested otherwise.
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Sunday, December 22

26th Sunday after Pentecost
Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ
Sunday before the Nativity

Great Martyr Anastasia

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

Monday, December 23
Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ

ST. THEODOSIUS IS & SUBSCRIBER TO TITHE.LY O

» In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up r
a Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special
occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

[=]}y
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BIWEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2024-2025

Holy Ten Martyrs of Crete: Theodulus, Saturni-
nus, Euporus, Gelasius, Eunician, Zoticus, Pom-
peius, Agathopus, Basilides, and Evaristus (3rd c.)

5:00 PM Confessions & Chrismation

6:00 PM Daily Vespers & 6th & 9th Royal Hours

Tuesday, December 24
Eve of the Nativity of Christ

Nun-martyr Eugenia of Rome, and with her
Martyrs Philip, her father, Protus, Hyacinth,

Basilla, and Claudia (ca. 262)
11:00 AM Vesperal Liturgy
6:00 PM Vigil for the Nativity

Wednesday, December 25

The Nativity According to the Flesh of our

Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ
The Adoration of the Magi:
Melchior, Caspar, and Balthasar

Commemoration of the Shepherds in Bethle-

hem 8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Thursday, December 26

Second Day of the Feast of the Nativity
Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Friday, December 27

Third Day of the Feast of the Nativity
Holy Protomartyr and

Archdeacon Stephen (34)

Saturday, December 28
Afterfeast of the Nativity
Saturday after the Nativity

The 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, December 29
27th Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Righteous Ones:

The Great Martyr
Anastasia (Anastasia)
the Deliverer from Poi-
sons, was a Roman by
birth, who suffered for
Christ during Diocle-
tian’s persecution of
Christians, circa 304.
Her father was a pa-
gan, and her mother
Fausta was a secret

Christian
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Joseph the Betrothed, David the King,

and James the Brother of the Lord
Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ
Sunday after Nativity

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

FOCA Meeting to follow

Monday, December 30

Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ
Virgin Martyr Anysia at Thessalonica
(285-305)

Tuesday, December 31
Leavetaking of the Nativity

“Unfading Flower” Icon of the Mother of God

at Ardatov
6:00 PM Thanksgiving Akathist

Wednesday, January 1

The Circumcision of our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ

St. Basil the Great, Archbishop of Ceasarea in

Cappadocia (379)
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Thursday, January 2
Forefeast of the Theophany

Repose of Ven. Seraphim, Wonderworker of

Sarov (1833)

Friday, January 3
Forefeast of the Theophany
Holy Prophet Malachi (400 B.C.)

Saturday, January 4

Forefeast of the Theophany
Saturday before Theophany
Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles
4:45 PM Church School

6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, January 5

28th Sunday after Pentecost

Eve of Theophany

Sunday before Theophany
Hieromartyr Theopemptus, Bishop of
Nicomedia, and Martyr Theonas (303)
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

6:00 PM Vesperal Divine Liturgy
of St. Basil the Great &

Great Blessing of Water



