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JANUARY 12, 2025

29TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

MARTYR TATIANA
OF ROME

The Holy Virgin Martyr Tatiana was
born into an illustrious Roman family,
and her father was elected consul
three times. He was secretly a Chris-
tian and raised his daughter to be de-
voted to God and the Church. When
she reached the age of maturity, Tati-
ana decided to remain a virgin, be-
trothing herself to Christ. Disdaining
earthly riches, she sought instead the
imperishable wealth of Heaven. She
was made a deaconess in one of the
Roman churches and served God in
fasting and prayer, tending the sick
and helping the needy.

When Rome was ruled by the sixteen-
year-old Alexander Severus (222-235),
all power was concentrated in the
hands of the regent Ulpian, an evil
enemy and persecutor of Christians.
Christian blood flowed like water.
Tatiana was also arrested, and they
brought her into the temple of Apollo
to force her to offer sacrifice to the idol. The saint began praying, and suddenly
there was an earthquake. The idol was smashed into pieces, and part of the tem-
ple collapsed and fell down on the pagan priests and many pagans. The demon
inhabiting the idol fled screeching from that place. Those present saw its shad-
ow flying through the air.

Then they tore holy virgin’s eyes out with hooks, but she bravely endured every-
thing, praying for her tormentors that the Lord would open their spiritual eyes.
And the Lord heard the prayer of His servant. The executioners saw four angels
encircle the saint and beat her tormentors. A voice was heard from the heavens
speaking to the holy virgin. Eight men believed in Christ and fell on their knees
before Saint Tatiana, begging them to forgive them their sin against her. For con-
fessing themselves Christians they were tortured and executed, receiving Bap-
tism by blood.

The next day Saint Tatiana was brought before the wicked judge. Seeing her com-
pletely healed of all her wounds, they stripped her and beat her, and slashed her
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body with razors. A wondrous fragrance then filled the
air. Then she was stretched out on the ground and
beaten for so long that the servants had to be replaced
several times. The torturers became exhausted and
said that an invisible power was beating them with
iron rods. Indeed, the angels warded off the blows di-
rected at her and turned them upon the tormentors,
causing nine of them to fall dead. They then threw the
saint in prison, where she prayed all night and sang
praises to the Lord with the angels.

A new morning began, and they took Saint Tatiana to
the tribunal once more. The torturers beheld with
astonishment that after such terrible torments she ap-
peared completely healthy and even more radiant and
beautiful than before. They began to urge her to offer
sacrifice to the goddess Diana. The saint seemed
agreeable, and they took her to the heathen temple.
Saint Tatiana made the Sign of the Cross and began to
pray. Suddenly, there was a crash of deafening thun-
der, and lightning struck the idol, the sacrificial offer-
ings and the pagan priests.

Once again, the martyr was fiercely tortured. She was
hung up and scraped with iron claws, and her breasts
were cut off. That night, angels appeared to her in
prison and healed her wounds as before. On the fol-
lowing day, they took Saint Tatiana to the circus and
loosed a hungry lion on her. The beast did not harm
the saint, but meekly licked her feet.

As they were taking the lion back to its cage, it killed
one of the torturers. They threw Tatiana into a fire, but
the fire did not harm the martyr. The pagans, thinking
that she was a sorceress, cut her hair to take away her
magical powers, then locked her up in the temple of
Zeus.

On the third day, pagan priests came to the temple in-
tending to offer sacrifice to Zeus. They beheld the idol

on the floor, shattered to pieces, and the holy martyr
Tatiana joyously praising the Lord Jesus Christ. The
judge then condemned the valiant sufferer to be be-
headed with a sword. Her father was also executed
with her, because he had raised her to love Christ.

The Relics of Saint Tatiana in Craiova

The honorable head of the Holy Martyr Tatiana was
first brought to Romania in 1204, when members of
the ruling family (Asanestan dynasty) placed it in a
church in Tarnovo (Bulgaria) and then in Bucovat Mon-
astery (near Craiova). Later, however, in 1393, the head
of the Saint was taken to a church in the town of Ni-
caea (where the First Ecumenical Synod met), and then
to Constantinople, and placed in the Church of the Ho-
ly Apostles.

In 1453, after the conquest of Constantinople by the
Turks, during the reign of Neagoe Basarab, the Craio-
vesti boyars brought the head of the holy Martyr Tatia-
na to this country, as well as the entire body of Saint
Gregory the Decapolite (November 20), which they
placed in the church of Bistrita Monastery. From that
monastery, the relics of Saint Tatiana were taken by
Saint Neagoe Basarab (September 15) and brought to
the royal church at Curtea de Arges. Later, with the re-
organization of the Metropolitan Church of Oltenia
(1950-1955), the honorable skull of Saint Tatiana was
taken from Curtea de Arges and brought to the Episco-
pal Cathedral of Ramnicu Valcea in 1955. Finally, the
honored relics were permanently enshrined in the Met-
ropolitan Cathedral of Craiova.

Today, the holy relics of Saint Tatiana are kept, with
great honor, in the Metropolitan Cathedral of the Holy
Great Martyr Demetrios in Craiova, in the same reli-
quary with the relics of Saint Niphon of Constantinople
(August 11), and the Holy Martyrs Sergius and Bac-
chus (October 7).

Coffee Hour Quarter 1 2025
Questions/Concerns: Cathy Weber (412-215-1928)

January 5 Mat. Jana, (sponsored by TBA)
Mary Swit Una & John Alexandrovic) March 9

January 12 February 9 Sarah & Mike Brennan
Wayne Vidovich & Shawna Sarah & Mike Brennan March 16
Whitlock February 16 Georgil & Tsvetelina

January 19 Cathy & Tammy Galevi (Sponsored by
Joyce Tabeling & Judy February 23 (Meatfare) William Lynk)
Schwind Shawna Whitlock March 23

January 26 (Sponsored by William Joyce Tabeling & Judy
Mat. Zdinak & Lynk) Schwind
Nikol Gammalo March 2 March 30

February 2 PARISH POTLUCK (details Mat. Jana
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PRAYER REQUESTS

as of 1/12/2025

Deceased

James Timko (Lauren Eppele’s uncle)
Jose Cortes

Eugene

Valentine Winnik

Special Intentions:

Archpriest Jason Kappanadze
Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
Subdeacon Roger Pinta
Subdeacon Leon Felon
Reader Frank Tkacz

Reader Daniel Morris

Stephan Chwalyk
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother)
Janice Tkacz
Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon)
Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana)
Erin Zawolowycz
Jeffrey Parhamovich
(brother of Karen Felon)
Margaret Parhamovich
(sister-in-law of Karen Felon)
Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin)
Anna Marie Luvison (daughter of Matthew &
Katie (Ellis) Luvison)

Debra Parhamovich
(sister of Karen Felon)
Grace Mary Parhamovich
(mother of Karen Felon)
Lonnie Ellis (Husband to Debra Ellis)
Robert Martin Prock
Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z)
Child McKenna Kranek
Elizabeth and Michael Prendergast and their
unborn child
Betty Balasz
Jeremy, Yvonne, and Unborn Child
Herman Leslie Levin
Russell Schafer
Sonia Vorell
Ivan Lavrisiuk
Elisabeth Lavrisiuk
Elena Rich
Phyllis Gindlesperger
Daniela Raisovich

Alexander Medvec

Please submit names to the Prayer List by
emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar
st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless

requested otherwise.
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ST. THEODOSIUS IS & SUBSCRIBER TO TITHE.LY

In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a
Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special
occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

ZOE for Life! is once again offering an

Akathist to our Sweet Lord Jesus with

special prayers for the Unborn. This will
be held at St Matthew Orthodox Church in North Royalton on January 26 at

6:00pm. Fr. Andrew Harmon will be the speaker at the coffee hour immediately

following the service. Please join us for this special event. Thank you.

+Very Rev. Fr. Fred Shaheen

Sunday, January 12

29th Sunday after Pentecost
Afterfeast of the Theophany
Sunday after Theophany

Martyr Tatiana of Rome and those who suf-

fered with her (226-235)
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour

Monday, January 13

Afterfeast of the Theophany

Martyrs Hermylus and Stratonicus of Bel-
grade (ca. 315).

Tuesday, January 14

Leavetaking of the Theophany

St. Savva I, first Archbishop of Serbia
(1237)

Wednesday, January 15

Ven. Paul of Thebes (341)

and John Calabytes (“the Hut-dweller”

5th c.)

5:00 PM Confession

6:00 PM Akathist to the Tikhvin Theotokos

Thursday, January 16
Veneration of the Precious Chains of the
Holy and All-glorious Apostle Peter

Friday, January 17
Venerable and Godbearing Father Anthony
the Great (356)

Saturday, January 18

Ss. Athanasius the Great (373) and Cyril
(444), Archbishops of Alexandria

6:00 PM Great Vespers

BIWEEKLY

SCHEDULE

2025

The sixth day of the
Afterfeast of
Theophany falls on
January 12. Divine
grace shines forth so
that we might be freed
from the power of the
devil, and cleansed of
our sins in Baptism.
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Sunday, January 19

30th Sunday after Pentecost

en. Macarius the Great of Egypt (390-391)
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

Monday, January 20
Ven. Euthymius the Great (473)

Tuesday, January 21
Ven. Maximus the Confessor (662)
6:30 PM Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday, January 22

Apostle Timothy of the Seventy (96)
5:00 PM Confession

6:00 PM Akathist to the Theotokos

Thursday, January 23
Hieromartyr Clement, Bishop of Ancyra,
and Martyr Agathangelus (312)

Friday, January 24
Ven. Xenia of Rome and her two female
servants (5th c.)

Saturday, January 25

St. Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of
Constantinople (389)

6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, January 26

31st Sunday after Pentecost

New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

FOCA Meeting to follow
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