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MAY 25, 2025

6TH SUNDAY OF PASCHA
SUNDAY OF
THE BLIND MAN

At the end of Chapter 8 in
Gospel of Saint John, the Sav-
ior was disputing with the
Pharisees in the Temple dur-
ing the Feast of Tabernacles.

- He told them, "Your father

| Abraham was glad that he
should see my day; and he
saw it and rejoiced" (John
8:56). The Jews said that Je-
sus was not even fifty years
'\ old, so how could He claim to
 have seen Abraham? The Lord
replied, "Before Abraham was,
I am." I am, of course, is the
name that God revealed to
Moses in the Burning Bush.
When the Jews picked up
stones to throw at Him, He
hid Himself and went out of
the Temple.

We read in Salnt John's Gos-

@ pel (9:1-38): "As He passed

R by, he saw a man who was
blind from birth." It might
appear that Jesus was on His
way to something or someone
else, but in his Commentary
on the Gospel of Saint John,
the ever-memorable Archbish-
op Dmitri of Dallas, quotes from Homily LVI of Saint John Chrysostom: "that on
going out of the Temple, He proceeded intentionally to the work, is clear from
this: it was He who saw the blind man, and not the blind man who came to
Him...."

Christ's disciples asked Him who had sinned, the blind man or his parents that
he had been born blind. Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents
sinned, but that the works of God might be manifested in him" (John 9:3). It was
thought that a person who had some affliction must have sinned (or his parents
did) to deserve such punishment. In the Book of Exodus (20:5), God said that he
would visit "the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation." This, however, applied to the sin of idolatry, if the children

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral Ambo - Page 1



emulated their parents' behavior.

The blind man was not born blind just so the miracle
could be performed, but seeing the man in such a con-
dition, the Lord decided to use him in a way that would
manifest God's glory. He Who is the Light of the world
healed the blind man and enlightened him. Giving
sight to the blind was one of the signs which would
identify the Messiah (Matthew 11:4-6).

The Lord made clay when He spat on the ground, and
placed it in the man’s empty eye sockets and sent him
to the pool of Siloam to wash. Most versions of the
Gospels translate the word enebnkev as "anointed," but it
can also mean "to spread on," or "to smear." Siloam
means "sent,” and in Saint John's Gospel Christ says
about forty times that He Himself had been sent by the
Father."

This manner of healing reminds us of the way God cre-
ated man by fashioning him from the dust of the earth.
In the Old Testament God created man from the dust
of the earth, now Christ, the same God, fashions eyes
from the clay and places them in the blind man’s emp-
ty sockets. Here are some quotes from the Pente-
costarion:

At the Oikos of Matins: "He receives physical eyes as
well as those of the soul."

In the Verses of the Synaxarion: O Bestower of light.
Who are Light coming forth from Light; You gave eyes
to the man who was blind from birth, O Word."

In the second exapostilarion: "Along the way, the Sav-
ior found a man who lacked both sight and eyes."

At Monday Vespers (stikheron of the Feast) we sing,
"With his whole soul, and mind, and his tongue, the
man who in times not long passed had been blind, con-
fessed Him Who had fashioned eyes for him out of
spittle and clay..."

Saint Theophylaktos says in his Commentary that
"Jesus our Lord fashioned all the members of the blind
man's body except for the eyes, which He omitted. By
healing them now, he completes the divine act of creat-
ing and demonstrates that He is the Creator."

Jesus tests the faith of the blind man by sending him
to the Pool of Siloam (which means “sent”). He respects
the man’s freedom, but asks for his voluntary and free
participation in the miracle. The blind man, with faith,
obeys God’s command. He goes and washes in the
pool, and he returns seeing.

The former blind man’s life was not made easier, how-
ever. He becomes the object of the Scribes' and Phari-
sees' evil and hatred, those who believed in God and in
the observance of His Law. They themselves were
blind, yet they were suspicious of the formerly blind
man, imagining that he only pretended to be blind and
now was able to see. "They willingly were made blind
by the dark letter of the Law, in which Christ, the re-
splendent Sun shines."1

They questioned the man who was blind, but when
they see the miracle before their eyes, instead of be-
lieving, they shut the eyes of their souls. Then the
man's parents were questioned. They were afraid to
confirm the miracle that happened to their son who
was born blind, because they did not want to be ex-
pelled from the synagogue. They tried to avoid trouble
by concealing the truth. Therefore, they said, "He is of
age, ask him!"

We who receive benefits from God every day are
ashamed or afraid to confess God because of our lack
of trust. We put our own interests above God, knowing
that He will understand us! He will understand us, but
He will also see our faith and what priorities we have
in our lives. Christ will see what "gods" we have put in
His place, but He will not cease to remind us that He is
the light of the world.

The blind man was healed, not only in the eyes of his
body but eventually in his soul as well. He recognizes
Jesus as God, and does not hesitate to confess it before
the religious rulers with courage that many of us
would envy. Faith alone is not enough, we also need to
confess our faith in order to become genuine children
of God. When we confess Christ before men, He will
confess us before His Father, as the Lord has promised
us: "Everyone who shall confess me before men, I also
shall confess him before my Father who is in Heaven;
and whoever denies me before men I also will deny
him before my Father who is in Heaven" (Matthew
10:32).

In addition to the Sunday of the Blind Man, today the
Church also commemorates the Icon of the Mother of
God "Of the Passion" (see August 13) in remembrance
of the miracles which occurred on this day.

In the Moscow church of the Unburnt Bush in the
Khamovniki district, there is an Icon which was once in
the Palace. The ancient writing is beautiful. The size of
the Icon measures 1 arshin 12 vershkov long, and 1
arshin 7 vershkov wide. This Icon is commemorated
twice: on September 4, the Feast Day of the Prophet
Moses, and also on the Sixth Sunday After Pascha (the
Sunday of the Blind Man), because according to Tradi-
tion, the Icon was transferred from the Kremlin to the
newly-consecrated Khamovniki church on this day.

At Khamovniki is the Novodevichii Convent (founded
in 1524) and the Zachatievsky convent (founded in
1584), the rebuilt cathedral of Christ the Savior, the
church of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker at Khamov-
niki and others. More than ten Orthodox churches in
Khamovniki were destroyed during the Soviet era. Me-
morial chapels and memorial signs have now been
placed on the site of some of the destroyed temples.
Khamovniki is also the working residence of the Patri-
arch of Moscow and All Russia, and the Publishing
Council of the Russian Orthodox Church.

1 Sunday of the Blind man, at Vespers, fourth sti-
kheron on "Lord, I Call."
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Prepare yourselves for

THE 2025 ST. THEODOSIUS CATHEDRAL PARISH PICNIC

This year our picnic will take place on July 20th, after Divine Liturgy. It will be located on-site, with
a tent in the parking lot!

We are looking for sponsors
to pay for tent rental, food,
and beverages.

If interested, checks should
be made out to the church
with “Church Picnic” added
in the memo field. Cash
donations should be labeled
too.

Note:

On June 1st the Event
Committee will meet in the
church house after Divine
Liturgy to plan the picnic in
detail. All are welcome to

attend and contribute ideas!

Coffee Hour Quarter 2 2025

Questions/Concerns: Cathy Weber (412-215-1928)

April 6 May 4 Gammalo
Lina Cathy June 8
April 13 May 11 PENTECOST
Tammy & Mary (in memory Men”s Potluck Cathy & Tammy
of Pogorily Family by (Mother”s Day) June 15
Mat. Lu Timko May 18 Vidovich & Whitlock
April 20 Joyce & Judy (Father’s Day, anonymous
HOLY PASCHA May 25 sSponsor)
April 27 Mat. Jana June 22
Mat. Zdinak & Nikol (Sponsored by William Joyce & Judy
Gammalo (sponsored by Lynk) (Ss. Peter & Paul Fast)
William Lynk) June 1 June 29
Mat. Zdinak & Nikol Dan & Lavinia
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PRAYER REQUESTS

as of 5/25/2025
Deceased
Andriy Butriy
Special Intentions: Russell Schafer

Archpriest Jason Kappanadze
Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
Subdeacon Roger Pinta
Subdeacon Leon Felon
Reader Frank Tkacz

Reader Daniel Morris

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother)
Janice Tkacz
Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon)
Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana)
Erin Zawolowycz
Jeffrey Parhamovich
(brother of Karen Felon)
Margaret Parhamovich
(sister-in-law of Karen Felon)
Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin)
Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon)

Robert Martin Prock

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z)
Child McKenna Kranek

5 424 Herman Leslie Levin
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Sonia Vorell

Ivan Lavrisiuk

Elisabeth Lavrisiuk

Phyllis Gindlesperger

Lenore Miroewski
(Sister-in-law to Barbara Clos )

Michael Weaver

Mary (friend of Henry )

Matushka Ludmila Timko

Mitchell “Dale” Peek (friend of Igor)

Tammy Ponomarenko

Debra Ellis

Mary Ann Reck

Karen Slowey

Elena Rich

Jerry Czajkowski

Julia Sankovic

Paul Webb

Please submit names to the Prayer List by
emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar
st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless

requested otherwise.
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ST. THEODOSIUS IS & SUBSCRIBER TO TITHE.LY

In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a
Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special
occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

ALTAR SOCIETY

2nd Sunday of each month: 3/9, 5/11, 6/8
JOIN THE ALTAR SOCIETY! $10 Membership, see Joyce Tabeling

Sunday, May 25

6th Sunday of Pascha

Sunday of the Blind Man

Icon of the Mother of God “of the Passion”
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

FOCA Meeting to follow

Monday, May 26

Apostles Carpus and Alpheus of the
Seventy (1st c.)

10:00 AM Memorial Day at the Cemetery

Tuesday, May 27
Hieromartyr Therapon, Bishop of Sardis
(3rd c.)

Wednesday, May 28

Leavetaking of Pascha

Forefeast of the Ascension

Anniversary of the Fire

St. Niketas, Bishop of Chalcedon (9th c.)
5:00 PM Great Vespers

Thursday, May 29

The Ascension of our Lord

Holy Virgin Martyr Theodosia of Tyre
(307-308)

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Friday, May 30

Afterfeast of the Ascension

Ven. Isaac, Founder of Dalmatos
Monastery at Constantinople (383)

Saturday, May 31

Afterfeast of the Ascension

St. Apollonios (Apollo) of the
Egyptian Thebaid (395)

5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, June 1
7th Sunday of Pascha

Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council
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“The terrible
ascent....” Terror-
stricken and trem-

bling stand the angel-
ic hosts, contemplat-
ing the Ascension of
Christ. And trembling
they ask each other,
“What is this vision?
One who is man in
appearance ascends
in His body higher
than the heavens, as
God.”

Martyr Justin the Philosopher and those with
him at Rome

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

Event Committee Meeting to follow

Monday, June 2

Afterfeast of Ascension

St. Nikephoros the Confessor,
Patriarch of Constantinople (828)

Tuesday, June 3

Afterfeast of Ascension

Martyr Lucillian and those who suffered
with him at Byzantium

Wednesday, June 4
Afterfeast of Ascension

St. Metrophanes, first Patriarch
of Constantinople (325-326)
6:00 PM Akathist

Thursday, June 5
Afterfeast of Ascension
Hieromartyr Dorotheus,
Bishop of Tyre (ca. 362)

Friday, June 6

Leavetaking of the Ascension

Ven. Bessarion, Wonderworker of Egypt (4th-
5th c.)

Saturday, June 7

Memorial Saturday

Venerable Daniel of Sketis (6th c.)
5:00 PM Confessions

5:30 PM All Souls Saturday

6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, June 8
8th Sunday of Pascha

Holy Pentecost

Feast of the Holy Trinity
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour



