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Archpriest Jan Cizmar 
1(440) 732-8182 
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gmail.com  
Office Hours TWTh  
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Subdeacon Michael Tabeling 
   Sacristan 
 
Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky 
   Sacristan 
 
Reader Julius Kovach 
    Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster 
 
Denise “Nisi” Pozderac 
dpozderac.tlc@gmail.com  
   Parish Council President 
 
Mary Swit 
    Parish Secretary 
1(216) 574-4886  
StTheodosiusCathedral 
@protonmail.com 
Office Hours MTWTh 
10:00AM-2:00PM 
 
Paul Zawolowycz 
    Ambo Editor 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 
5:00 PM Confessions 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 
Sundays and Feast Days 
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
Please check weekly schedule 
for specific days (last page). 
Previous Ambos on website. 
 
Articles for publication 
should be submitted to:  
ambo-theodosius 
@googlegroups.com  

8TH SUNDAY OF PASCHA 

JUNE 8, 2025 

HOLY PENTECOST: FEAST OF 
THE HOLY TRINITY  

On the day after every 
Great Feast, the Ortho-
dox Church honors 
the one through whom 
the Feast is made pos-
sible. On the day fol-
lowing the Nativity of 
the Lord, for example, 
we celebrate the Syn-
axis of the Most Holy 
Theotokos (December 
26). On the day after 
Theophany, we com-
memorate Saint John 
the Baptist (January 
7), and so on. 

Today we honor the 
all-Holy, good, and 
life-creating Spirit, 
Who descended upon 
the Apostles at Pente-
cost in the form of 
fiery tongues in fulfill-
ment of the Lord’s 
promise to send the 
Comforter to His dis-
ciples (JN 14:16). That 
same Holy Spirit re-
mains within the 
Church throughout 

the ages, guiding it “into all truth” (JN 16:13). 

One of the hymns at Vespers on Saturday evening tells us that the Holy Spirit 
“provides all things. He gushes forth prophecy, He perfects the priesthood, ... 
He holds together the whole institution of the Church.” 

At Vespers on the day of Pentecost, we hear that the Holy Spirit is “the Foun-
tain of goodness, through Whom the Father is known, and the Son is glori-
fied.” He is “the living Fountain of spiritual gifts” Who “purifies us from our 
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sins.” It is by the Holy Spirit that “the prophets, di-
vine Apostles, and martyrs are crowned.” He is the 
source of life and of sanctification. 

In the services of this day, we sing the same hymns 
as on Pentecost, except the Canon of the Holy Spirit, 
which is sung at Compline. The Vigil is not pre-
scribed for the eve of today’s feast. We sing the Great 
Doxology at Matins, but not the Polyeleos. The Irmos 
of the Ninth Ode (“Hail, O Queen, glory of mothers 
and virgins...”) is sung in place of the Song of the 
Theotokos (“My soul magnifies the Lord...”). 

At the Liturgy, the priest or deacon chants the En-
trance Verse (“Be exalted in Thy strength, O Lord. We 
will sing and praise Thy power.”) as on the day of 
Pentecost. “Holy God” replaces “As many as have 
been baptized....” The dismissal of Pentecost is also 

used. 

This whole week is fast-free, and the Leave-taking of 
Pentecost occurs on Saturday. 

Many of the hymns of Pentecost are repeated in the 
postfestal services of this week, and references to the 
Holy Spirit, and to fire, abound. In particular, we are 
reminded of the Unburnt Bush (Exodus 3:2), the zeal-
ous Prophet Elias who ascended to Heaven in a chari-
ot of fire, the three youths in the fiery furnace, and 
the Lord descending on Mt. Sinai in fire (Exodus 
19:18). 

As we commemorate the Holy Spirit this week, we 
look forward to the Sunday of All Saints, those right-
eous men and women of all nations and in every age, 
who were perfected and sanctified by the same Holy 
Spirit. 

The Holy Prophet Elisha (June 14) lived 
in the ninth century before the Birth of 
Christ, and was a native of the village of 
Abelmaum, near Jordan. By the command 
of the Lord he was called to prophetic ser-
vice by the holy Prophet Elias (July 20). 

When it became time for the Prophet Elias 
to be taken up to Heaven, he said to Elisha, 
“Ask what shall I do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” Elisha boldly asked for a 
double portion of the grace of God: “Let 
there be a double portion of your spirit up-
on me.” The Prophet Elias said, “You have 
asked a hard thing; if you see me when I 
am taken from you, then so shall it be for 
you; but if you do not see me, it will not be 
so” (4 [2] Kings 2: 10). As they went along 
the way talking, there appeared a fiery 
chariot and horses and separated them 
both. Elisha cried out, “My father, my fa-
ther, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen!” (4 Kings 2: 12). 
Picking up the mantle of his teacher which fell from the sky, 
Elisha received the power and prophetic gift of Elias. He 
spent more than 65 years in prophetic service, under six Isra-
elite kings (from Ahab to Joash). While Elisha lived, he did 
not tremble before any prince, and no word could overcome 
him (Sirach 48: 13 [“Sirach” is called “Ecclesiasticus” in 
Catholic Bibles ]). 

The holy prophet worked numerous miracles. He divided the 
waters of the Jordan, having struck it with the mantle of the 
Prophet Elias; he made the waters of a Jericho spring fit for 
drinking; he saved the armies of the kings of Israel and Ju-
dah that stood in an arid wilderness by bringing forth abun-
dant water by his prayer; he delivered a poor widow from 
death by starvation through a miraculous increase of oil in a 
vessel. This Shunamite woman showing hospitality to the 
prophet was gladdened by the birth of a son through his 

prayer, and when the child died, he was 
raised back to life by the prophet. The 
Syrian military-commander Namaan was 
healed from leprosy but the prophet’s 
servant Gehazi was afflicted since he 
disobeyed the prophet and took money 
from Namaan. 

Elisha predicted to the Israelite king 
Joash the victory over his enemies, and 
by the power of his prayer he worked 
many other miracles (4 Kings 3-13). The 
holy Prophet Elisha died in old age at 
Samaria. “In his life he worked miracles, 
and at death his works were marvel-
lous” (Sir. 48: 15). A year after his 
death, a corpse was thrown into the 
prophet’s grave. As soon as the dead 
man touched Elisha’s bones, he came to 
life and stood up (4 Kings 13: 20-21). 
The Prophet Elisha and his teacher, the 

Prophet Elias, left no books behind them, since their pro-
phetic preaching was oral. Jesus, son of Sirach, praised both 
great prophets (Sir. 48:1-15). 

John of Damascus composed a canon in honor of the Prophet 
Elisha, and at Constantinople a church was built in his hon-
or. 

Julian the Apostate (361-363) gave orders to burn the relics 
of the Prophet Elisha, Abdia (Obadiah) and John the Fore-
runner, but the holy relics were preserved by believers, and 
part of them were transferred to Alexandria. 

In the twentieth century, the humble priest Nicholas Planas 
had a great veneration for the Prophet Elisha, and was ac-
counted worthy to see him in visions. 
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OnhocGJx Church in ~mema 

DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST 

Sunday, 8 June 2 0 2f 

Holy Pent«ort 
N~.90 

ARCHPASTORAL MESSAGE 
OF HIS EMINENCE, THE MOST REVEREND PANIBL 

ARCHBISHOP OF CHICAGO AND THE MIDWEST 

ON GREAT FEAST OF HOLY PENTECOST - 8 JUNE 2 0 25 

To the Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics, and Beloved Faithful 
of the God-protected Diocese of Chicago and the Midwest: 

Dear Ones in Christ, 

We celebrate the foart of Pent«ort and the coming of the Spirit, 
the appointed day of the promile, the folfillment of hope. 

How majutk and great is the mystery!" 
-First stichera; Lord, I have called 

I greet you with joy and gladness as we gather throughout our Diocese to celebrate the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the manifestation of the Holy Trinity, and the beginning of the 
Church's divine mission. This Feast of Pentecost is also personal for each one of us, as we 
remember that, just as the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples and apostles at the first 
Pentecost, we, too, have received the Seal of the Gift of the H oly Spirit. 

This gift of the Holy Spirit is promised in the Holy Scriptures. I n the Book of the Prophet Joel, 
we read the words "/will pour out my Spirit upon all people" (Joel 2:8). The Lord Jesus repeats that 
promise in the Gospel of John: Nevertheless, I tell you the truth. It ii to your advantage that I go away; 
for if I do 1wt go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you ... However, 
~~~~of~~~&~~~~all~fe&~~~on~ 
own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He wz1l tell you things to come. He will gkrify Me, 
for He will talte of what is Mine and dedare it to you (cf John 16:7-14). 

These promises were fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended with 
power upon the Apostles who then inaugurated the mission of the Church in the world. J esus 
Himself had prepared the Eleven for this mission, appearing to them on many occasions after his 
Resurrection (Acts 1:3). Prior to His Ascension into Heaven, He ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father (Acts 1:4-f); that is, he asked them to stay together to 
prepare themselves to receive the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. And thus they gathered in 
prayer with Mary in the Upper Room, awaiting the fulfillment of the promise {Acts l:Lj.). To stay 
together in prayerful unity was a condition laid down by Jesus for the disciples and apostles to 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The basis of their unity was their persistent prayer. In this 

9171'forth Wood Street • Chicaeo, 'J{[inois 60622 • 312-202-0420 • www.kmoca.ora 
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example of prayer we are offered a significant lesson for every Christian community, every 
family, every parish, and every monastery. The basis for our unity and oneness of mind is our 
common prayer. Our ability to walk in the Spirit, to live the Christian life, and to proclaim the 
Gospel is founded and built upon our life of prayer, both personal and communal. 

However, sometimes we have the impression that our lives as Orthodox Christians and our 
effectiveness in preaching the Gospel depends primarily on careful programming and its 
subsequent intellectual and practical implementation. The Lord certainly asks for our 
collaboration in such initiatives; He asks us to use our planning abilities, our intellectual and real­
world talents, in service to the Gospel. But before any of our efforts, His initiative is necessary: 
the Holy Spirit- Who leads, guides, and inspires us- is the t rue protagonist of the Church, the 
One Who plays the chief role in leading and guiding us. Like the Apostles, we need to pray and 
wait for the Lord to guide and inspire us before we go into the world to preach the Saving Gospel 
ofJesus Christ. 

Today we acknowledge that our human pride and arrogance always create divisions, build walls 
ofind:ifference, hate, and violence. Following in the path of the divisions created by the building 
of the tower of Babel, humanity still lives fragmented. T he Holy Spirit, on the other hand, heals 
our hearts and makes us capable of understanding the languages and lives of all. The Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of Love, re-establishes the conduit of true communication, which is love itself. 
Recalling Babel and its disunity and the unity created by the Gift of the Holy Spirit, today we 
sing: 

When the Mo1t High came down and confwed the t1mg}'u, He divided the nationJ; 
Bttt when He di.Jtributed the tong}' CJ of fire, He called aU to um'.ty. 

Therefore, with 1me voice we glonfj the All-holy Spirit. 

We celebrate today because the promised Comforter, the Spirit of the Father, has been given to 
us, indeed,portred out upon us. T he Spirit ofTruth will enable us to understand that Christ's work 
is a work oflove: love of the One Who gave Himself, love of the Father Who has given Him. This 
is the mystery of Pentecost: the Holy Spirit illwninates the human spirit and transforms it, calling 
us all to unity. 

Today, the Church, gathered in prayer with Mary the Ever-Virgin Birthgiver of God, implores 
and entreats: 0 Heavenly Xi,ng, the Comforter, the Spirit of T rot-h, Who art everywhere pruent and fillut 
aU thi11g1; Trea1ttry of Ble11i11g/ and Giver of Life, come and abide in ru, demue rt1 from every imprm'.ty, and 
1ave our 1ou/J, 0 Good One! 

\Vith love in the All-Holy Sp irit, 

DANIEL 
Archbishop of Chicago and the :Midwest 



 

 St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral  Ambo - Page 5 

CELEBRATION OF THE 
FEAST OF THE MOTHER OF 

GOD OF TIKHVIN 
SOVEREIGN LADY, QUEEN, 
AND PROTETRESS OF THE 
DIOCESE OF CHICAGO AND 

THE MIDWEST 

On Wednesday & Thursday Jm1e 25th & 26th the Cleveland Deanery 
of the Diocese of Chicago and the Midwest will celebrate the Feast of 

the Tikhvin Icon of the Mother of God. Services will be held at Holy 

Trinity 01thodox Church, Parma, OH. All are invited to come and 

join us in prayer. 

Wednesday 

June 25, 2025 

6:00pm Vigil 

Holy Trinity Orthodox 
Church 

6822 Broadview Road 
Parma, OH 44134 

Thursday 

June 26, 2025 

Divine Liturgy & 

Moleiben 1 O:OOam 

Holy Trinity Orthodox 
Church 

6822 Broadview Road 
Parma, OH 44134 

A Festal meal will 

follow 

All Welcon1e 

Questions 

clevelanddeanery@gmail.com 
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Theotokos of Vladimir 

EAS'T·ERN ORTHODOX °W'OME.N'S GUELD 

OF~REATERCLEYELAND 

Unity Thr ough Participation 

Saturday, June 14, 20 25 @ 10:00 a.m. 
Saints Constantine & Helen 

Greek Orthodox Church 
3352 Mayfield Road 

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118 

Last Social for this church year 
• Social and Refreshments 

• Election of Officers 
• Review of the year 

To all members: Mark your calendars! 
Hope to see you there! 
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Coffee Hour Quarter 2 2025  
Questions/Concerns: Cathy Weber (412-215-1928) 

April 6 

 Lina 

April 13 

 Tammy & Mary (in memory 

 of Pogorily Family by 

 Mat. Lu Timko 

April 20 

 HOLY PASCHA 

April 27 

 Mat. Zdinak & Nikol  

 Gammalo (sponsored by 

 William Lynk) 

 

May 4 

 Cathy 

May 11 

 Men’s Potluck 

 (Mother’s Day) 

May 18 

 Joyce & Judy 

May 25 

 Mat. Jana 

 (Sponsored by William 

 Lynk) 

June 1 

 Mat. Zdinak & Nikol  

 Gammalo  

June 8 

 PENTECOST 

 Cathy & Tammy 

June 15 

 Vidovich & Whitlock 

 (Father’s Day, anonymous 

 sponsor) 

June 22 

 Joyce & Judy 

 (Ss. Peter & Paul Fast) 

June 29 

 Dan & Lavinia 

Prepare yourselves for  

THE 2025 ST. THEODOSIUS CATHEDRAL PARISH PICNIC  
Note: There has been a change of plans 

This year our picnic 
will take place on  
July 27th, At the Holy 
Trinity Pavilion. 
 

More details TBA 
 
 
 

We are looking for    
sponsors to pay for tent 
rental, food, and         
beverages.  
 
If interested, checks 
should be made out to the 
church with “Church Pic-
nic” added in the memo 
field. Cash  donations 
should be labeled too. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

as of 6/8/2025 

Special Intentions: 

Archpriest Jason Kappanadze  

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Subdeacon Roger Pinta   

Subdeacon Leon Felon  

Reader Frank Tkacz  

Reader Daniel Morr is  

   

Horia Dascalescu  (Lavinia's brother) 

Janice Tkacz  

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon) 

Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana) 

Erin Zawolowycz   

Jeffrey Parhamovich  

 (brother of Karen Felon) 

Margaret Parhamovich  

 (sister-in-law of Karen Felon) 

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin) 

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon) 

Robert Mar tin Prock  

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z) 

Child McKenna Kranek  

Betty Balasz  

Herman Leslie Levin  

Russell Schafer   

Sonia Vorell  

Ivan Lavr isiuk  

Elisabeth Lavr isiuk  

Phyllis Gindlesperger   

 

Lenore Miroewski  

 (Sister-in-law to Barbara Clos ) 

Michael Weaver   

Mary (friend of Henry ) 

Matushka Ludmila Timko  

Mitchell “Dale” Peek  (friend of Igor) 

Tammy Ponomarenko  

Debra Ellis  

Mary Ann Reck  

Karen Slowey  

Elena Rich  

Jerry Czajkowski  

Julia Sankovic  

Paul Webb  
 

 

 

 

Please submit names to the Prayer List by 
emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar 
st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com 
Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182 
Names remain on the list for 30 days unless 
requested otherwise. 
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Sunday, June 8 
8th Sunday of Pascha 
Holy Pentecost 
Feast of the Holy Trinity  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour  
Pentecost Vespers to follow 
 
Monday, June 9 
Day of the Holy Spirit  
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy  
@ Holy Trinity,  
6822 Broadview rd. Parma 
 
Tuesday, June 10 
Third Day of the Trinity  
Hieromartyr Timothy,  
Bishop of Prussa (4th c.)  
6:30 PM Parish Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, June 11 
Afterfeast of Pentecost 
Holy Apostles Bartholomew and  
Barnabas (1st c.)  
6:00 PM Akathist 
 
Thursday, June 12 
Afterfeast of Pentecost 
“Surety of Sinners” Icon of the  
Mother of God of Korets  
 
Friday, June 13 
Afterfeast of Pentecost 
Martyr Aquilina of Byblos in Syria (293)  
 
Saturday, June 14 
Leavetaking of Pentecost  
Glorification of St. John of Kronstadt (1990)  
2:00 PM Church School Bowling  
(5619 Brecksville Rd, Independence)  
5:00 PM Confessions 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sunday, June 15 
1st Sunday after Pentecost 

Synaxis of All Saints 
"Seven Arrows" Icon of the Mother of God 

Prophet Amos (8th c. B.C.)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour  

 
Monday, June 16 

Apostles’ Fast Begins 
St. Tychon (Tikhon, Tycho), Bishop of 

Amathus in Cyprus (4th-5th c.)  
 

Tuesday, June 17 
Martyrs Manuel, Sabel, and Ismael, of 

Persia (362)  
 

Wednesday, June 18 
Martyr Leontius, and with him Martyrs 

Hypatius and Theodulus,  
at Tripoli in Syria (70-79)  

6:00 PM Akathist 
 

Thursday, June 19 
Holy Apostle Jude, the brother of the 

Lord (ca. 80)  
 

Friday, June 20 
Hieromartyr Methodius, Bishop of Patar 

(312)  
 

Saturday, June 21 
Martyr Julian of Tarsus in Cilicia  

(3rd-4th c.) 
5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 

Sunday, June 22 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

All Saints of America  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour  

BIWEEKLY 
SCHEDULE 

2025 

In the Church’s annual litur-
gical cycle, Pentecost is “the 
last and great day.” It is the 
celebration by the Church of 
the coming of the Holy Spirit 
as the end—the achievement 
and fulfillment—of the entire 
history of salvation. For the 
same reason, however, it is 
also the celebration of the 

beginning: it is the 
“birthday” of the Church as 
the presence among us of 
the Holy Spirit, of the new 

life in Christ, of grace, 
knowledge, adoption to God 

and holiness.  

ST. THEODOSIUS IS A SUBSCRIBER TO TITHE.LY 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a 

Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special  

occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate   

ALTAR SOCIETY 
2nd Sunday of each month:  3/9, 5/11, 6/8 

JOIN THE ALTAR SOCIETY!   $10 Membership, see Joyce Tabeling  


