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ST. THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
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Archpriest Jan Cizmar
1(440) 732-8182
st.theodosiuscathedral@
gmail.com

Office Hours TWTh
9AM-2PM, please call ahead

Subdeacon Michael Tabeling
Sacristan

Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky
Sacristan

Reader Julius Kovach
Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

Denise “Nisi” Pozderac
dpozderac.tlc@gmail.com
Parish Council President

Mary Swit

Parish Secretary
1(216) 574-4886
StTheodosiusCathedral

(@protonmail.com
Office Hours MTWTh
10:00AM-2:00PM

Paul Zawolowycz
Ambo Editor

Divine Services

Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Please check weekly schedule
for specific days (last page).
Previous Ambos on website.

Articles for publication
should be submitted to:
ambo-theodosius
@googlegroups.com

JUNE 14, 2026

2ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ALL SAINTS OF
AMERICA

On the second Sunday after Pentecost, each local Orthodox Church commem-
orates all the saints, known and unknown, who have shone forth in its terri-
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tory. Accordingly, the Orthodox Church in America
remembers the saints of North America on this day.
Saints of all times, and in every country are seen as
the fulfillment of God’s promise to redeem fallen
humanity. Their example encourages us to “lay
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily be-
sets us” and to “run with patience the race that is
set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). The saints of North
America also teach us how we should live, and what
we must expect to endure as Christians

Although it is a relatively young church, the Ortho-
dox Church in America has produced saints in near-
ly all of the six major categories of saints: Apostles
(and Equals of the Apostles); Martyrs (and Confes-
sors); Prophets; Hierarchs; Monastic Saints; and the
Righteous. Prophets, of course, lived in Old Testa-
ment times and predicted the coming of Christ.

The first Divine Liturgy in what is now American ter-
ritory (northern latitude 58 degrees, 14 minutes,
western longitude 141 degrees) was celebrated on
July 20, 1741, the Feast of the Prophet Elias, aboard
the ship Peter under the command of Vitus Bering.
Hieromonk Hilarion Trusov and the priest Ignatius
Kozirevsky served together on that occasion. Sever-
al years later, the Russian merchant Gregory I. Sheli-
kov visited Valaam monastery, suggesting to the ab-
bot that it would be desirable to send missionaries
to Russian America.

On September 24, 1794, after a journey of 7,327
miles (the longest missionary journey in Orthodox
history) and 293 days, a group of monks from Va-
laam arrived on Kodiak Island in Alaska. The mis-
sion was headed by Archimandrite Joasaph, and in-
cluded Hieromonks Juvenal, Macarius, and Athana-
sius, the Hierodeacons Nectarius and Stephen, and
the monks Herman and Joasaph. Saint Herman of
Alaska (December 13, August 9), the last surviving
member of the mission, fell asleep in the Lord in
1837.

Throughout the Church’s history, the seeds of faith
have always been watered by the blood of the mar-
tyrs. The Protomartyr Juvenal was killed near Lake
Iliamna by natives in 1799, thus becoming the first
Orthodox Christian to shed his blood for Christ in
the New World. In 1816, Saint Peter the Aleut was
put to death by Spanish missionaries in California
when he refused to convert to Roman Catholicism.
Missionary efforts continued in the nineteenth cen-
tury, with outreach to the native peoples of Alaska.
Two of the most prominent laborers in Christ’s
Vineyard were Saint Innocent Veniaminov (March 31
and October 6) and Saint Jacob Netsvetov (July 26),
who translated Orthodox services and books into
the native languages. Father Jacob Netsvetev died in
Sitka in 1864 after a life of devoted service to the
Church. Father John Veniaminov, after his wife’s
death, received monastic tonsure with the name In-
nocent. He died in 1879 as the Metropolitan of Mos-
COW.

As the nineteenth century was drawing to a close, an
event of enormous significance for the North Ameri-
can Church took place. On March 25, 1891, Bishop
Vladimir went to Minneapolis to receive Saint Alexis
Toth (May 7) and 361 of his parishioners into the
Orthodox Church. This was the beginning of the re-
turn of many Uniates to Orthodoxy.

Saint Tikhon (Bellavin), the future Patriarch of Mos-
cow (April 7, October 9), came to America as bishop
of the diocese of the Aleutians and Alaska in Sep-
tember 1898. As the only Orthodox bishop on the
continent, Saint Tikhon traveled extensively
throughout North America in order to minister to
his widely scattered and diverse flock. He realized
that the local church here could not be a permanent
extension of the Russian Church. Therefore, he fo-
cused his efforts on giving the American Church a
diocesan and parish structure which would help it
mature and grow.

Saint Tikhon returned to Russia in 1907, and was
elected as Patriarch of Moscow ten years later. He
died in 1925, and for many years his exact burial
place remained unknown. Saint Tikhon’s grave was
discovered on February 22, 1992 in the smaller ca-
thedral of Our Lady of the Don in the Don Monastery
when a fire made renovation of the church neces-
sary.

Saint Raphael of Brooklyn (February 27) was the first
Orthodox bishop to be consecrated in North Ameri-
ca. Archimandrite Raphael Hawaweeny was conse-
crated by Bishop Tikhon and Bishop Innocent
(Pustynsky) at Saint Nicholas Cathedral in New York
on March 13, 1904. As Bishop of Brooklyn, Saint
Raphael was a trusted and capable assistant to Saint
Tikhon in his archpastoral ministry. Saint Raphael
reposed on February 27, 1915.

The first All American Council took place March 5-7,
1907 at Mayfield, PA, and the main topic was “How
to expand the mission.” Guidelines and directions
for missionary activity, and statutes for the admin-
istrative structure of parishes were also set forth.
In the twentieth century, in the aftermath of the
Russian Revolution, countless men, women, and
children received the crown of martyrdom rather
than renounce Christ. Saints John Kochurov
(October 31) and Alexander Hotovitzky (December 4
and August 7) both served the Church in North
America before going back to Russia. Saint John be-
came the first clergyman to be martyred in Russia
on October 31, 1917 in Saint Petersburg. Saint Alex-
ander Hotovitzky, who served in America until
1914, was killed in 1937.

In addition to the saints listed above, we also honor
those saints who are known only to God, and have
not been recognized officially by the Church. As we
contemplate the lives of these saints, let us remem-
ber that we are also called by God to a life of holi-
ness.
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The Holy Prophet Elisha (June 14) lived in the
ninth century before the Birth of Christ, and was
a native of the village of Abelmaum, near Jordan.
By the command of the Lord he was called to
prophetic service by the holy Prophet Elias (July
20).

When it became time for the Prophet Elias to be
taken up to Heaven, he said to Elisha, “Ask what
shall I do for you, before I am taken from you
Elisha boldly asked for a et = VY
double portion of the g
grace of God: “Let there
be a double portion of
your spirit upon me.”
The Prophet Elias said,
“You have asked a hard
thing; if you see me
when I am taken from
you, then so shall it be
for you; but if you do K
not see me, it will not be
so” (4 [2] Kings 2: 10).
As they went along the
way talking, there ap-
peared a fiery chariot
and horses and separat- &
ed them both. Elisha
cried out, “My father, Gy
my father, the chariot of "8
Israel and its horse- :
men!” (4 Kings 2: 12). :
Picking up the mantle of
his teacher which fell
from the sky, Elisha re-
ceived the power and
prophetic gift of Elias.
He spent more than 65
years in prophetic ser-
vice, under six Israelite
kings (from Ahab to

Joash). While Elisha lived, he did not tremble be—

fore any prince, and no word could overcome
him (Sirach 48: 13 [“Sirach” is called
“Ecclesiasticus” in Catholic Bibles ]).

The holy prophet worked numerous miracles. He
divided the waters of the Jordan, having struck
it with the mantle of the Prophet Elias; he made
the waters of a Jericho spring fit for drinking; he
saved the armies of the kings of Israel and Judah
that stood in an arid wilderness by bringing
forth abundant water by his prayer; he delivered
a poor widow from death by starvation through
a miraculous increase of oil in a vessel. This

Shunamite woman showing hospitality to the
prophet was gladdened by the birth of a son
through his prayer, and when the child died, he
was raised back to life by the prophet. The Syri-
an military-commander Namaan was healed from
leprosy but the prophet’s servant Gehazi was af-
flicted since he disobeyed the prophet and took
money from Namaan.

Elisha predlcted to the Israelite king Joash the
e victory over his ene-
- mies, and by the power
of his prayer he worked
many other miracles (4
Kings 3-13). The holy
Prophet Elisha died in
_old age at Samaria. “In
. "his life he worked mira-
cles, and at death his
works were marvel-
lous” (Sir. 48: 15). A year
after his death, a corpse
8 was thrown into the
% prophet’s grave. As soon
B as the dead man
il touched Elisha’s bones,
he came to life and
stood up (4 Kings 13: 20
4 -21). The Prophet Elisha
4" and his teacher, the
m% Prophet Elias, left no
B books behind them,
since their prophetic
preaching was oral. Je-
sus, son of Sirach,
B praised both great
prophets (Sir. 48:1-15).

T

Y John of Damascus com-
posed a canon in honor
“ of the Prophet Elisha,
and at Constantinople a church was built in his
honor.

3
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Julian the Apostate (361-363) gave orders to
burn the relics of the Prophet Elisha, Abdia
(Obadiah) and John the Forerunner, but the holy
relics were preserved by believers, and part of
them were transferred to Alexandria.

In the twentieth century, the humble priest Nich-
olas Planas had a great veneration for the Proph-
et Elisha, and was accounted worthy to see him
in visions.
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Orthodox Church in America

DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST

N3]

Thursday, 11 June 2024
Saint Luke, Archbishop of Simferopol
No, 106

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SAINT JOHN OF CHICAGO PASTORAL INSTITUTE
DI S HI D MID

His Eminence Archbishop Daniel has announced the establishment of the St. John of Chicago
Pastoral Institute (www.domoca.org/institute), a new educational ministry of the Diocese of the
Midwest of the Orthodox Church in America dedicated to diaconal formation, catechetical
education, and lifelong Orthodox Christian learning. Through its programs, the Institute will
support the ongoing development of clergy, catechists, and lay faithful throughout the Diocese
of the Midwest.

The Institute succeeds and expands upon the educational work previously carried out through
the St. Macrina Orthodox Institute, providing a unified diocesan structure for pastoral
education and faith formation. Archbishop Daniel also expressed his gratitude for the faithful
work of Archpriest Elijah Mueller who had served as the head of the St. Macrina Orthodox
Institute.

“The St. John of Chicago Pastoral Institute represents an important step in strengthening
Orthodox Christian formation within our diocese,” Archbishop Daniel said in announcing the
new initiative. “Through sound theological education, practical pastoral training, and
opportunities for lifelong learning, the Institute will help equip faithful servants of Christ for
ministry in the Church and witness in the world.”

The Institute will initially offer two primary educational tracks:

« Diaconal Training Track - A program of theological and pastoral formation for men preparing
to serve the Church in the Holy Diaconate.

» Catechist Training Track - A structured course of study for individuals called to teach and
transmit the Orthodox Faith within parish communities.

And will be working on developing a third educational track:

17 North Wood Street + Cﬁﬁ:ago, linois 60622 * 312-202-0420 * ww.dbnmm.arg
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Saint John of Chicago Pastoral Institute
Page 2

+ Adult Enrichment Courses - Continuing education opportunities for clergy and laity seeking
deeper study in Orthodox theology, Holy Scripture, Church history, liturgical life, spirituality,
and related disciplines, These courses will also provide parish clergy with a trusted resource for
directing parishioners who desire further formation in the faith.

Archbishop Daniel has appointed the Rev. Daniel Greeson as the founding Director of the St.
John of Chicago Pastoral Institute. Inthis role, Fr. Daniel will oversee the Institute’s educational
programs and work closely with the clergy of the Diocese of the Midwest to provide accessible,
faithful, and academically rigorous formation opportunities.

Students currently enrolled through the St. Macrina Orthodox Institute will continue their
studies without interruption and will be supported through the completion of their educational
requirements. The previously announced conference in July has been canceled. Those seeking
diaconal practicum experience and training are welcome to sign up for the training being
provided in Parma in August.

Applications are now being accepted for both the Diaconal Training Track and the Catechist
Training Track for the 2026-2c27 academic year. Prospective students interested in beginning
studies in August 2026 are encouraged to contact Fr. Daniel Greeson at instutute@domoca.org
tor additional information and admissions materials.

Archbishop Daniel has asked the clergy and faithful of the Diocese of the Midwest to pray for
the success of the Institute and its mission to form faithful servants of Christ, strengthen parish
ministry, and contribute to the growth of Orthodox Christian witness throughout the Midwest.

With love in the Lord,

W ?ﬂ,ﬂm
Priest Daniel Greeson

Director, Department of Christian Education
Director, Saint John of Chicago Pastoral Institute
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1ST ANNUAL
PAN ORTHODOX

« GOLF OUTINC

i Sponsored by: B, T i
SRS o COCA - IPA _ e But
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WHEN:
AUGUST 22, 2026

@ SCHEDULE:
Check-In: 12:00 PM

l ’} [ PER PERSON

J 18 HOLES

PER PERSON
9 HOLES

18 Holes Tee Off: 1:03 PM
9 Holes Tee Off: 3:18 PM

) - WHERE:
PRICE INCLUDES:

ELLSWORTH MEADOWS

© GOLF GoLF CLUB
CART 1101 Barlow Rd
LUNCH Hudson, OH 44236
) DINNER
SHIRT REGISTRATION / SPONSOR:

& ON COURSE GAMES SCAN OR CODE TO REGISTER
& GIFT AND PRIZES ! OR SPONSOR

Join us for a grea.t day of golf, fellowship and fun —
Proceeds to benefit COCA — IPA

Irmolchan@yahoo.com | 216-407-2119
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CELEBRATION OF THE
FEAST OF THE MOTHER OF
GOD OF TIKHVIN
SOVEREIGN LADY, QUEEN,
AND PROTETRESS OF THE
DIOCESE OF CHICAGO AND
THE MIDWEST

On Thursday& Friday June 25t & 26t the Cleveland Deanery of the
Diocese of Chicago and the Midwest will celebrate the Feast of the
Tikhvin Icon of the Mother of God. Services will be held at Holy
Trinity Orthodox Church, Parma, OH. All are invited to come and
join us in prayer.
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Thursday
June 25, 2026

6:00pm Vigil

Holy Trinity Orthodox
Church
6822 Broadview Road
Parma, OH 44134

Friday
June 26, 2026

Divine Liturgy &
Moleiben 9:00am

Holy Trinity Orthodox
Church
6822 Broadview Road
Parma, OH 44134

A Festal meal will
follow

All Welcome

Questions

clevelanddeanery@gmail.com




ST. THEODOSIUS CATHEDRAL
INVITES YOU TO

FREE T
ADMISSION ks

SUNDAY FEATURING

jUNE 28, 2026 OPUS 216

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

7:00 PM - 8:15 PM Enjoy an engaging mix of classical favorites,
contemporary works, movie music, Broadway
selections, patriotic pieces, jazz-inspired

VOINOVICH PARK
800 E. 9th Street Pier
Cleveland, OH 44114

Behind the Rock Hall
North Coast Harbor

WHAT TO BRING WEATHER PERMITTING

/ [ ]
(W) M= In the event of severe weather,
S ﬂm the performance may be
= canceled. Please check ’ ,

LAWN CHAIR PICNIC DINNER, FAMILY

OR BLANKET SNACKS OR i & FRIENDS downtowncleveland.com
REFRESHMENTS for the latest updates.

arrangements, and family-friendly programming
— all performed against the backdrop
of a beautiful Lake Erie sunset.

o i) o . ; . For more information:
\(,,()m(. enjoy music, fellowship, and one of Coriactlit cParit Office
Cleveland’s most beautiful summer settings! O
LV E] S LALLSL
WE ENCOURAGE ST. THEODOSIUS downtowncleveland.com/
PARISHIONERS, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS TO ATTEND! symphony-at-sunset
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PRAYER REQUESTS

6/14/2026
Special Intentions:
Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
Subdeacon Leon Felon
Reader Frank Tkacz
Reader Daniel Morris
Reader Haralambos Steingass
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother) Child McKenna Kranek
Janice Tkacz Betty Balasz
Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon) Elisabeth Lavrisiuk
Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana) Phyllis Gindlesperger
Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon) Jerry Czajkowski
Margaret Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon) Barbara Sheean
Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin) Tamara Ponomarenko
Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon) Paige Benjamin (niece of Una Alexandrovic)
Robert Martin Prock Sara Wilmot (friend of Tim Clos)
Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z) Catherine (niece of Judy Schwind)

Elena Rich
Donald & Catherine & unborn child

Quinn (niece of John Alexandrovic)
Michael
Allison

Mackenzie

Please submit names to the Prayer List by
emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar
st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless
requested otherwise.


mailto:st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com

ST. THEODOSIUS IS & SUBSCRIBER TO TITHE.LY

In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a
Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special
occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

Coffee Hour Quarter 2 2026

Questions/Concerns/volunteer? call Cathy Weber

April 5
Mary
April 12
Holy Pascha
April 19
Tammy & Cathy
April 26
Cindy Zdinak
(Sponsored by Una & John)
May 3
Whitlock
(Sponsored by Una & John)

Sunday, June 14

Second Sunday after Pentecost
All Saints of America

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour

Monday, June 15
Prophet Amos (8th c. B.C.)

Tuesday, June 16
St. Tychon (Tikhon, Tycho)

Wednesday, June 17

Martyrs Manuel, Sabel, and Ismael, of
Persia (362)

6:00 PM Akathist

Thursday, June 18

Martyr Leontius, and with him Martyrs
Hypatius and Theodulus, at Tripoli in
Syria (70-79)

Friday, June 19
Holy Apostle Jude, the brother of the Lord
(ca. 80)

Saturday, June 20

Hieromartyr Methodius, Bishop of Patar
(312)

10:00 AM Baptism of Nikolai
Bolozdynya @ Holy Trinity Orthodox
Church 6822 Broadview Rd. Parma

5:00 PM Confessions

5:30 PM Panichida for Thomas Gajewski
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, June 21

Third Sunday after Pentecost
Martyr Julian of Tarsus in Cilicia
(3rd-4th c.)

May 10 (Mother’s Day)
Men’s Potluck

May 17

Joyce & Judy
May 24

Mat. Jana

(Sponsored by Una & John)
May 31

Sarah & Mike Brennan
June 7

Cindy Zdinak

BIWEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2026

The Holy Martyr Zosimos the Soldier
lived in the city of Apollonia in Thrace
during the reign of Emperor Trajan, a
fierce persecutor of Christians (89-
117). The Saint was consumed with the
desire to become a Christian. When he
heard that the persecution of Christians
had begun, he forsook the military,
was baptized, and devoted himself to
prayer and good works.
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(412-215-1928)

June 14 (Apostle’s Fast)

Heather

June 21 (Apostle’s Fast,

Father’s Day)
Whitlock

(sponsored by anonymous)

June 28 (Apostle’s Fast)

Gabe Tabeling

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour

Monday, June 22

Hieromartyr Eusebius, Bishop of
Samosata (380)

6:30 PM Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday, June 23
Martyr Agrippina of Rome (253-260)

6:00 PM Great Vespers for the Nativity of

St. John the Baptist

Wednesday, June 24

Nativity of the Holy Glorious Prophet, Fore-

runner and Baptist, John
Thursday, June 25

Saint Theoleptos, Metropolitan of
Philadelphia (1325)

Friday, June 26

New Martyr David of St. Anne's Skete (1813)

5:00 PM Vespers

Saturday, June 27

St. Sampson the Hospitable of
Constantinople (ca. 530)
10:00 AM Baptism of Bridget
Florence Byndas

5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, June 28
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Translation of the Relics of the holy and

wonderworking Unmercenaries Cyrus and

John (412)

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
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