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APRIL 26, 2020
ST THOMAS SUNDAY

HIHGHERY

Holy Apostle James, the Brother of St. John the Theologian (April 30)
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The Holy Apostle James, the son of Zebedee,
was the brother of Saint John the Theologian,
and one of the Twelve Apostles. He and his
brother, Saint John, were called to be Apostles by
our Lord Jesus Christ, Who called them the “Sons
of Thunder” (Mark 3:17). It was this James, with
John and Peter, who witnessed the Raising of the
Daughter of Jairus, the Lord’s Transfiguration on
Mount Tabor, and His agony in the Garden of
Gethsemane.

Saint James, after the Descent of the Holy Spirit,
preached in Spain and in other lands, and then
he returned to Jerusalem. He openly and boldly
preached Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world,
and he denounced the Pharisees and the Scribes
with the words of Holy Scripture, reproaching
them for their malice of heart and unbelief.

The Jews could not prevail against Saint James,
and so they hired the sorcerer Hermogenes to
dispute with the apostle and refute his argu-
ments that Christ was the promised Messiah Who
had come into the world. The sorcerer sent to
the apostle his pupil Philip, who was converted

to belief in Christ. Then Hermogenes himself be-
came persuaded of the power of God, he burned
his books of magic, accepted holy Baptism and
became a true follower of Christ.

The Jews persuaded Herod Agrippa (40-44) to ar-
rest the Apostle James and sentence him to
death (Acts 12:1-2). Eusebius provides some of
the details of the saint’s execution (CHURCH HIS-
TORY II, 9). Saint James calmly heard the death
sentence and continued to bear witness to
Christ. One of the false witnesses, whose name
was Josiah, was struck by the courage of Saint
James. He came to believe in Jesus Christ as the
Messiah. When they led the apostle forth to exe-
cution, Josiah fell at his feet, repenting of his sin
and asking forgiveness. The apostle embraced
him, gave him a kiss and said, “Peace and for-
giveness to you.” Then Josiah confessed his faith
in Christ before everyone, and he was beheaded
with Saint James in the year 44 at Jerusalem.

Saint James was the first of the Apostles to die
as a martyr.

ANTI-PASCHA
AKA ST. THOMAS SUNDAY

It's a curious thing: this coming Sunday is listed on the calendar of the Orthodox Church as the sec-
ond Sunday after Pascha. Huh? Pascha was last week, shouldn't this be the first Sunday after Pascha?

What's going on?

It is intriguing how the Orthodox Church calculates time as it is much different from the secular
world. Sunday, April 26 is called Anti-Pascha, more commonly known as St. Thomas Sunday. As
Pascha is THE Holy Day of Holy Days, often called The Eighth Day, it stands alone in time according to
the Church. Therefor, the Sunday following Pascha now becomes the Second Sunday after the Great

Feast, as it is out of regular time.

One needs to understand the liturgical mind of the Orthodox Church, how she thinks and how she
celebrates the services. There are rigorous rules as how to celebrate the liturgical services: Vespers,
Complines, Matins, and the Divine Liturgy. But according to the solemnity of the feast to be cele-
brated, there will be different rules, regulations, and times of these services.

The Matins of Pascha roughly follows the Matins format, but there are several parts that are differ-
ent from the regular Matins service. This is rather esoteric, to be sure, but important nonetheless.
Pascha is such a holy and magnificent feast that nothing is read! Everything is sung in the joy of the
feast. For example, the reading of the Six Psalms (usually done during regular time) is omitted, as
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well Psalm 51, among some others.

Anti-Pascha is the liturgical celebration of the Great Feast. Not only are many of the other elements
of “normal” Matins taken, but there is also a Magnification sung to the Feast as there would be for
other feasts of the Church.

It must be understood that the prefix anti- is not a negative assignment. Anti in Greek means in place
of. Hence, this Second Sunday after Pascha is the liturgical taking-the-place-of a regular festal Matins.
Sadly, in most parishes, Matins is not celebrated on a regular basis, so this becomes rather confusing
to most people.

At Paschal Vespers, the Gospel reading tells us of the appearance of Jesus to the Apostles, but Thom-
as is noticeably absent. The Gospel reading for today is taken from the Gospel according to St. John,

in which the Disciples are again gathered in an upper room eight days following the Resurrection of

Christ. Jesus appears to them, and Thomas who is now with them.

When Jesus confront Thomas showing him His wounds, Thomas replies with a profound affirmation
of faith.

Today is a joyous feast not only continuing our joy of Pascha, but one of faith and love as well.

CONFESSION/COUNSELING
Just a reminder, Fr. John Adamcio is avaliable for the Mystery of Confession, or counseling,
by telephone

(773.939.0549).
Please leave your name and call back number if the message goes to voicemail.

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF Apr 26

Apr 26 Apr 30 May 2
Matt 28:16-20 James 1:1-12 Acts 5:21-33
Acts 5:12-20 James 1:13-27 John 6:14-27
John 20:19-31 James 2:1-13

John 21:15-25 May 3

Apr 27 Acts 12:1-11 Wis 5:15-6:3
Acts 3:19-26 Luke 5:1-11 Wis 3:1-9
John 2:1-11 Acts 4:23-31 Wis 4:7-15

John 5:24-30 Mark 16:9-20

Apr 28 Heb 13:7-16

Acts 4:1-10 May 1 Matt 11:27-30
John 3:16-21 Acts 5:1-11 Acts 6:1-7
John 5:30-6:2 Mark 15:43-16:8

Apr 29
Acts 4:13-22
John 5:17-24
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Departed:
Anastasia Pogorily

David Sacco (friend of Frank)

Special Intentions:

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s
father)

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz

Reader Paul Pangrace

Child Mary Kate Zweidunger

Child Vivian Sherer

Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann Kovach)
Lyndsey (friend of Melissa
McCutcheon)

Elizabeth (Betty) Balasz

Marie Borland

Sandra Brello

Elsie Conrad

Horia Dascalescu

Debra Ellis

Gregory Galan

Aleksei Green

Virginia Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s
mother)

Don Hinkl

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis
Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law)
Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s sister)
Lacey Udell (wife of Michael Udell)
Mara Kilbane (Melissa McCutcheon’s
granddaughter)

Annamarie Luvison (Daughter of

PRAYER REQUESTS

Kaite Ellis-Luvison)

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s
brother)

Melissa McCutcheon

Christopher McCutcheon (son of Mi-
chael & Melissa)

Michael McCutcheon

Marguerite Mihal (Paul Mihal’s
mother)

Paul Mihal

Natalya Miller (Arlene Neale’s great-
niece)

Andrew Mytrohovich

Annie Mytrohovich

Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
sister)

Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
mother)

Jim Paulitzky (Jerry Czajkowski’s son-
in-law)

James Peter Petkac

Susan Reese (friend of Jerry & Arlene
Czajkowski and Betty Balasz)

Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s
daughter)

Joseph Rusynyk

Andrew Sykaluk

Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s
mother)

Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia
Mytrohovich)

Janice Tkacz

Joanne Theodore (Lisa Theodore’s

mother-in law)
Gayle Vidovitch

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen
Felon)

Robert Walsh (friend of the Felons)
Colleen Walsh (friend of the Felons)
Erin Zawolowycz

Susan Yurik

Kristin Robinson

Janet Budko (sister-in-law of Arlene
Neale)

Laurie Budko (niece of Arlene Neale)
Alex Ponomarenko

Mary Kay Weber

Mirta Szewczyk (friend of Tatiana)
Mickey O'Brien (friend of Arlene)
Elisa Seddon (wife of Eric)

Dominic & Megan Theodore and

unborn child

Nicholas & Erin Reidy and newborn
daughter Nina

David & Jessie Jacobson and unborn

child

Jeremy & Yvonne Pozderac and

unborn child.

Michael & Lacey Udell and unborn
child

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral Ambo - Page 4



Three exciting opportunities to work with us! ZOE
Women’s Center is looking for a part-
time Executive Director, and a radiologist to read

PLEASE SUPPORT

Chris Weber

scans. We are also seeking someone to help and
with grant writing.
If you or someone J ZOE TEAM IOCC
you know is inter- 7 S Women’s Center™ at the Plttsburgh
ested, please con- Marathon Weekend
tact Cindy George
May 2, 2020
(| In accordance with the Bishop’s message, we will be streaming services. A

below:

Sunday, Apr 26

ANTIPASCHA

SECOND SUNDAY OF PASCHA

St. Thomas Sunday

Streaming of Hours Begins at ~ 9:40 AM
Liturgy Begins 10:00 AM*

Monday, Apr 27
Hieromartyr Simeon, the kinsman of the
Lord

Tuesday, Apr 28

Day of Rejoicing

Apostles Jason and Sosipater
of the Seventy

Wednesday, Apr 29
Ven. Memnon the Wonderworker

Thursday, Apr 30
Holy Apostle James, the brother of St.

John the Theologian

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE

BRIGHT
WEEK
2020

link will be sent out a short time prior to the beginning of the service (to
include the reading the Hours when appropriate). The link will be sent via

the Ambo Mailing List, and can be forwarded to anyone. Schedule details

Friday, May 1
The Prophet Jeremiah

Saturday, May 2
St. Athanasius the Great,

Patriarch of Alexandria

Sunday, May 3

3rd Sunday of Pascha

Myrrhbearing Women

Streaming of Hours Begins at ~ 9:40 AM
Liturgy Begins 10:00 AM*

*Note the unusual start time
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