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May 17, 2020 

 

Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Emperor Constantine and his Mother Helen 

May 21 

Sunday of The 

Samaritan woman 
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The Church calls Saint Constantine (306-337) “the 

Equal of the Apostles,” and historians call him “the 

Great.” He was the son of the Caesar Constantius 

Chlorus (305-306), who governed the lands of Gaul 

and Britain. His mother was Saint Helen, a Christian of 

humble birth. 

At this time the immense Roman Empire was divided 

into Western and Eastern halves, governed by two in-

dependent emperors and their corulers called 

“Caesars.” Constantius Chlorus was Caesar in the 

Western Roman Empire. Saint Constantine was born in 

274, possibly at Nish in Serbia. In 294, Constantius 

divorced Helen in order to further his political ambi-

tion by marrying a woman of noble rank. After he be-

came emperor, Constantine showed his mother great 

honor and respect, granting her the imperial title 

“Augusta.” 

Constantine, the future ruler of all the whole Roman 

Empire, was raised to respect Christianity. His father 

did not persecute Christians in the lands he governed. 

This was at a time when Christians were persecuted 

throughout the Roman Empire by the emperors Dio-

cletian (284-305) and his corulers Maximian Galerius 

(305-311) in the East, and the emperor Maximian Her-

cules (284-305) in the West. 

After the death of Constantius Chlorus in 306, Con-

stantine was acclaimed by the army at York as emper-

or of Gaul and Britain. The first act of the new emper-

or was to grant the freedom to practice Christianity in 

the lands subject to him. The pagan Maximian Galeri-

us in the East and the fierce tyrant Maxentius in the 

West hated Constantine and they plotted to overthrow 

and kill him, but Constantine bested them in a series 

of battles, defeating his opponents with the help of 

God. He prayed to God to give him a sign which would 

inspire his army to fight valiantly, and the Lord 

showed him a radiant Sign of the Cross in the heavens 

with the inscription “In this Sign, conquer.” 

After Constantine became the sole ruler of the West-

ern Roman Empire, he issued the Edict of Milan in 313 

which guaranteed religious tolerance for Christians. 

Saint Helen, who was a Christian, may have influ-

enced him in this decision. In 323, when he became 

the sole ruler of the entire Roman Empire, he extend-

ed the provisions of the Edict of Milan to the Eastern 

half of the Empire. After three hundred years of per-

secution, Christians could finally practice their faith 

without fear. 

Renouncing paganism, the Emperor did not let his 

capital remain in ancient Rome, the former center of 

the pagan realm. He transferred his capital to the 

East, to the city of Byzantium, which was renamed 

Constantinople, the city of Constantine (May 11). Con-

stantine was deeply convinced that only Christianity 

could unify the immense Roman Empire with its di-

verse peoples. He supported the Church in every way. 

He recalled Christian confessors from banishment, he 

built churches, and he showed concern for the clergy. 

The emperor deeply revered the victory-bearing Sign 

of the Cross of the Lord, and also wanted to find the 

actual Cross upon which our Lord Jesus Christ was 

crucified. For this purpose he sent his own mother, 

the holy Empress Helen, to Jerusalem, granting her 

both power and money. Patriarch Macarius of Jerusa-

lem and Saint Helen began the search, and through 

the will of God, the Life-Creating Cross was miracu-

lously discovered in 326. (The account of the finding 

of the Cross of the Lord is found under the Feast of 

the Exaltation of the Cross, September 14). The Ortho-

dox Church commemorates the Uncovering of the Pre-

cious Cross and the Precious Nails by the Holy Em-

press Helen on March 6. 

While in Palestine, the holy empress did much of ben-

efit for the Church. She ordered that all places con-

nected with the earthly life of the Lord and His All-

Pure Mother, should be freed of all traces of pagan-

ism, and she commanded that churches should be 

built at these places. 

The emperor Constantine ordered a magnificent 

church in honor of Christ’s Resurrection to be built 
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over His tomb. Saint Helen gave the Life-Creating 

Cross to the Patriarch for safe-keeping, and took part 

of the Cross with her for the emperor. After distrib-

uting generous alms at Jerusalem and feeding the 

needy (at times she even served them herself), the 

holy Empress Helen returned to Constantinople, 

where she died in the year 327. 

Because of her great services to the Church and her 

efforts in finding the Life-Creating Cross, the empress 

Helen is called “the Equal of the Apostles.” 

The peaceful state of the Christian Church was dis-

turbed by quarrels, dissensions and heresies which 

had appeared within the Church. Already at the begin-

ning of Saint Constantine’s reign the heresies of the 

Donatists and the Novatians had arisen in the West. 

They demanded a second baptism for those who 

lapsed during the persecutions against Christians. 

These heresies, repudiated by two local Church coun-

cils, were finally condemned at the Council of Milan 

in 316. 

Particularly ruinous for the Church was the rise of the 

Arian heresy in the East, which denied the Divine Na-

ture of the Son of God, and taught that Jesus Christ 

was a mere creature. By order of the emperor, the 

First Ecumenical Council was convened in the city of 

Nicea in 325. 

318 bishops attended this Council. Among its partici-

pants were confessor-bishops from the period of the 

persecutions and many other luminaries of the 

Church, among whom was Saint Nicholas of Myra in 

Lycia. (The account about the Council is found under 

May 29). The emperor was present at the sessions of 

the Council. The heresy of Arius was condemned and 

a Symbol of Faith (Creed) composed, in which was in-

cluded the term “consubstantial with the Father,” at 

the insistence of the Emperor, confirming the truth of 

the divinity of Jesus Christ, Who assumed human na-

ture for the redemption of all the human race. 

After the Council of Nicea, Saint Constantine contin-

ued with his active role in the welfare of the Church. 

He accepted holy Baptism on his deathbed, having 

prepared for it all his whole life. Saint Constantine 

died on the day of Pentecost in the year 337 and was 

buried in the church of the Holy Apostles, in a crypt 

he had prepared for himself. 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF May 17 

May 17 

John 20:1-10 

Acts 11:19-26. 29-30 

John 4:5-42 

 

May 18 

Acts 12:12-17 

John 8:42-51 

 

May 19 

Acts 12:25-13:12 

John 8:51-59 

 

 

May 20 

Acts 13:13-24 

John 6:5-14 

 

May 21 

3[1] Kings 8:22-23, 27-30 

Isa 61:10-62:5 

Isa 60:1-16 

John 10:9-16 

Acts 26:1-5, 12-20 

John 10:1-9 

Acts 14:20-27 

John 9:39-10:9 

 

May 22 

Acts 15:5-34 

John 10:17-28 

 

May 23 

Acts 15:35-41 

John 10:27-38 

 

May 24 

John 20:11-18 

Acts 16:16-34 

John 9:1-38 

 

 



 

 St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral  Ambo - Page 4 

from Fr. John Adamcio... 

 

Sunday of  the Samaritan Woman 

 

Christ Is Risen! 

 

We continue to hear the “Love Story” between our Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus Christ and His peo-
ple. From the beginning when God “loved” the cosmos into existence, to His creation of us and our 
world, through the proclamation of St. John the Evangelist: “For God so loved the world that He gave 
His Only Begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life,” to the 
ultimate act of love: the crucifixion, death, entombment, and resurrection of Jesus Christ! 

Today we hear of a personal encounter with Jesus and a woman of Samaria. 

It must be fully understood in the context of that time. The Jews considered the Samaritans to be her-
etics. No one was to associate with them as they did not worship at the Temple in Jerusalem and held 
theological views differing from the established religion. 

Jesus was hot and tired when He was passing through Samaria, sat at a well while He sent His Disci-
ples to get something to eat and drink. It was about noon; it was hot. A woman from the Samaritan 
village came to draw water from the well when Jesus asked her for a drink of water. Amazed that a 
Jew was not only speaking to a Samaritan, but a woman at that, was shocking. The conversation 
which followed is full of drama and theological impact. 

Some of the important themes we can glean from their encounter with each other are the facts: Jesus 
comes to us “where we are,” and how we receive Him. 

Jesus speaks to Photini (the name Tradition ascribes to the Samarian Woman) about “Living Water,” 
literally the place Jesus has in our lives. As their conversation progresses, she realizes the Jesus knows 
“everything” about her, and perceives Him a prophet. She runs to the villagers telling them not only 
about her conversation with Him, but wanting them to come a meet Him. 

It is fascinating to note that confronted with her sinful relationship with the man now living with her, 
she continues to talk with Jesus. How many of us would have the same reaction? Would we be so 
ashamed of our sins and transgressions that we would run in the other direction? She went to the vil-
lage with a heart and life forgiven! 

The next fascinating item is when the villagers met and spoke with Jesus, they begged Him to stay 
with and teach them. How different was their reaction to our Lord than that of the Gergesenes, who 
begged Jesus to leave them and the district! 

This particular Gospel reading is filled with deep theological significance and is well worth reading and 
studying. So, take the time to read and contemplate its truths. 

The important thing to understand is the our Lord knows and loves us, many times in spite of our-
selves! If we open our hearts, minds, and souls to Him, we receives forgiveness, guidance, and 
strength. 

Let us take the example of St. Photini and welcome our Lord Jesus Christ into our hearts and lives, 
thereby drinking that “Living Water” to our salvation. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Departed: 

Anastasia Pogor ily 

David Sacco (fr iend of Frank) 

 

Special Intentions: 

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s 

father) 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Reader Paul Pangrace 

 

Child Mary Kate Zweidunger  

Child Vivian Sherer  

Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann Kovach) 

Lyndsey (friend of Melissa 

McCutcheon) 

Elizabeth (Betty) Balasz 

Marie Borland 

Sandra Brello 

Elsie Conrad 

Horia Dascalescu 

Debra Ellis 

Gregory Galan 

Aleksei Green 

Virginia Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s 

mother) 

Don Hinkl 

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis      

Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law) 

Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s sister) 

Lacey Udell (wife of Michael Udell) 

Mara Kilbane (Melissa McCutcheon’s 

granddaughter) 

Annamarie Luvison (Daughter of 

Kaite Ellis-Luvison) 

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s 

brother) 

Melissa McCutcheon 

Christopher McCutcheon (son of Mi-

chael & Melissa) 

Michael McCutcheon 

Marguerite Mihal (Paul Mihal’s    

mother) 

Paul Mihal 

Natalya Miller  (Arlene Neale’s great-

niece) 

Andrew Mytrohovich 

Annie Mytrohovich 

Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 

sister)  

Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 

mother) 

Jim Paulitzky (Jerry Czajkowski’s son-

in-law) 

James Peter  Petkac 

Susan Reese (friend of Jerry & Arlene 

Czajkowski and Betty Balasz) 

Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s 

daughter) 

Joseph Rusynyk 

Andrew Sykaluk 

Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s  

mother) 

Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia         

Mytrohovich) 

Janice Tkacz 

Joanne Theodore (Lisa Theodore’s 

mother-in law) 

Gayle Vidovitch 

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen 

Felon) 

Robert Walsh (friend of the Felons) 

Colleen Walsh (friend of the Felons) 

Erin Zawolowycz 

Susan Yurik 

Kristin Robinson 

Janet Budko (sister-in-law of Arlene 

Neale) 

Laurie Budko (niece of Arlene Neale) 

Alex Ponomarenko 

Mary Kay Weber   

Mirta Szewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana)  

Mickey O'Brien (fr iend of Ar lene) 

Elisa Seddon (wife of Er ic) 

 

Dominic & Megan Theodore and   

unborn child 

  

Nicholas & Erin Reidy and newborn 

daughter Nina  

 

David & Jessie Jacobson and unborn 

child 

 

Jeremy & Yvonne Pozderac and    

unborn child. 

 

Michael & Lacey Udell and unborn 

child 
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Sunday, May 17 

5th Sunday of Pascha 

The Samaritan Woman 

Streaming of Hours Begins at ~ 9:40 AM 

Liturgy Begins 10:00 AM 

  
Monday, May 18 
Martyr Theodotus of Ancyra and those 
with him 
 
Tuesday, May 19 
Hieromartyr Patrick, Bishop of Prussa 
And his companions 
 
Wednesday, May 20 
Leavetaking of Midfeast 
 
 

Thursday, May 21 
Holy Equals-to-the-Apostles Emperor 

Constantine and his mother, Helen 
 

Friday, May 22 

Martyr Basiliscus, Bishop of Comana 

  

Saturday,  May 23 

St. Michael the Confessor,  

Bishop of Synnada 

 

Sunday, May 24 

6th Sunday of Pascha 

Blind Man 

Streaming of Hours Begins at ~ 9:40 AM 

Liturgy Begins 10:00 AM 

 

WEEKLY  

SCHEDULE 

 

2020 
 

In accordance with the Bishop’s message, we will be streaming services. A 

link will be sent out a short time prior to the beginning of the service (to 

include the reading of the Hours when appropriate). The link will be sent 

via the Ambo Mailing List, and can be forwarded to anyone. Schedule de-

tails below:  

Confession/Counseling 

Just a reminder, Fr. John Adamcio is available for the Mystery of Confession, or counseling, 

by telephone (773.939.0549). 

Important Voting Issue 

Keep an eye on your email and/or mailbox for an important ballot. An   

urgent, crucial issue has come up and the Council has decided this issue 

needs to be decided by the entire parish. Details included therein. 

Three exciting opportunities to work with us! ZOE Women’s 

Center is looking for a part-time Executive Director, and a radi-

ologist to read scans. We are also seeking someone to help 

with grant writing. If you or someone you know is interested, 


