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Mailing: 

733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 

 

www.sttheodosius.org 

 
Parish Office  

   1(216) 574-4886  
 
 

Protodeacon Daniel Boerio 
   1(216) 513-5307  
    dboerio79@yahoo.com 
 
Subdeacon Michael Tabeling, 
  Sacristan 
 
Reader Julius Kovach, 
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster 
 
Erin Zawolowycz 
   Ambo Editor 

St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 

 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 

Please check weekly schedule 

for specific days 
 

 

 

AMBO: Articles for publica-

tion should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

by Wednesday of each week 

before noon. 

 

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady, Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary 

(September 8) 

September 6, 2020 
Commemoration of the  

Miracle of  

St. Michael at Colossæ   
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The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos 

and Ever Virgin Mary: The Most Holy Virgin Mary 

was born at a time when people had reached such 

a degree of moral decay that it seemed altogether 

impossible to restore them. People often said that 

God must come into the world to restore faith and 

not permit the ruin of mankind. 

The Son of God chose to take on human nature for 

the salvation of mankind, and chose as His Mother 

the All-Pure Virgin Mary, who alone was worthy to 

give birth to the Source of purity and holiness. 

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos 

and Ever Virgin Mary is celebrated by the Church 

as a day of universal joy. Within the context of the 

Old and the New Testaments, the Most Blessed 

Virgin Mary was born on this radiant day, having 

been chosen before the ages by Divine Providence 

to bring about the Mystery of the Incarnation of 

the Word of God. She is revealed as the Mother of 

the Savior of the World, Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born in the small 

city of Galilee, Nazareth. Her parents were Right-

eous Joachim of the tribe of the Prophet-King Da-

vid, and Anna from the tribe of the First Priest Aa-

ron. The couple was without child, since Saint An-

na was barren. 

Having reached old age, Joachim and Anna did not 

lose hope in God’s mercy. They had strong faith 

that for God everything is possible, and that He 

would be able to overcome the barrenness of An-

na even in her old age, as He had once overcame 

the barrenness of Sarah, spouse of the Patriarch 

Abraham. Saints Joachim and Anna vowed to dedi-

cate the child which the Lord might give them, to 

the service of God in the Temple. 

Childlessness was considered among the Hebrew 

nation as a Divine punishment for sin, and there-

fore the righteous Saints Joachim and Anna had to 

endure abuse from their own countrymen. On one 

of the feastdays at the Temple in Jerusalem the 

elderly Joachim brought his sacrifice to offer to 

God, but the High Priest would not accept it, con-

sidering him to be unworthy since he was child-

less. 

Saint Joachim in deep grief went into the wilder-

ness, and there he prayed with tears to the Lord 

for a child. Saint Anna wept bitterly when she 

learned what had happened at the Jerusalem Tem-

ple. Never once did she complain against the 

Lord, but rather she prayed to ask God’s mercy on 

her family. 

The Lord fulfilled her petitions when the pious 

couple had attained to extreme old age and pre-

pared themselves by virtuous life for a sublime 

calling: to be the parents of the Most Holy Virgin 

Mary, the future Mother of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna 

the joyous message that their prayers were heard 

by God, and of them would be born a most 

blessed daughter Mary, through Whom would 

come the Salvation of all the World. 

The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed in purity 

and virtue not only all mankind, but also the an-

gels. She was manifest as the living Temple of 

God, so the Church sings in its festal hymns: “the 

East Gate... bringing Christ into the world for the 

salvation of our souls” (2nd Stikhera on “Lord, I 

Have Cried”, Tone 6). 

The Nativity of the Theotokos marks the change 

of the times when the great and comforting prom-

ises of God for the salvation of the human race 

from slavery to the devil are about to be fulfilled. 

This event has brought to earth the grace of the 

Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of Truth, piety, virtue 

and everlasting life. The Theotokos is revealed to 

all of us by grace as a merciful Intercessor and 

Mother, to Whom we have recourse with filial de-

votion. 
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In today’s Epistle lesson (ICor 16:13-24) St. Paul 

recognizes the work of a very important Christian 

woman: Prisca. She, together with her husband 

Aquila, were vitally important in the missionary 

work of St. Paul. He mentions her in the final, 

farewell verses of his First Epistle to the Corinthi-

ans. This Epistle was written many years after St. 

Paul departed Corinth to continue his missionary 

work. 

The Church in Corinth which he founded was im-

portant in St. Paul’s missionary journeys. It must 

be noted at that time, Corinth was a mixture of 

Las Vegas, New Orleans, and San Francisco. It was 

a turbulent, urban center, drawing many people 

to its easy going living. St. Paul wanted to bring 

the Gospel to even these Gentile cities. 

It was in Corinth that St. Paul met Aquila and his 

wife, Prisca. Priscilla (by which name she was 

more commonly known), is the familiar form of 

Prisca. They were living in Corinth after the Ro-

man Emperor Claudius expelled the Jews from 

Rome. It appears Aquila was a military man who 

served in the Roman legions, while Prisca was a 

tent maker. 

When St. Paul first went to Corinth to preach the 

Gospel, he spent eighteen months with Priscilla 

and her husband. As St. Paul and Priscilla were 

tent makers, they shared not only a common in-

terest in their profession, but also the love of 

Scripture and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Priscilla opened her home to St. Paul, which be-

came a meeting place for Christians in the city. As 

it was very difficult for the new Christians to 

gather in public places, they met in their homes. 

Her generosity and leadership were genuine. 

When it came time for St. Paul to leave Corinth, 

Priscilla and Aquila left with them. This tells us of 

the close relationship they had. They became in-

dispensable in his missionary work, especially 

when they were in Ephesus. So close were they to 

St. Paul, that he thanks them in his Epistle to the 

Romans “who risked their necks for my life.” 

Though we are not sure of an event to which he 

was referring, the point is they were willing risk 

their own lives not only for St. Paul, but for Jesus 

Christ and His Holy Church. 

In many of the references to this faithful Chris-

tian couple, Priscilla is often mentioned before 

Aquila. From this we can infer she was much 

more involved in the Faith and its teachings. This 

Some Thoughts From Fr. Adamcio… 
 

One of the most important Christian Women you never heard of..... 

EastErn orthodox womEn’s guild 

Of greater cleveland 
Unity Through Participation 

“Make new friends but keep the old. One is silver, the other gold.” 

 

St. Matthew the Evangelist Church 

10383 Albion Road 

North Royalton, OH 44133 

Saturday, September 12, 2020 10:00 A.M. 

BLESSINGS FOR THE NEW CHURCH YEAR 

58th anniversary year 

Installation of Officers Welcome to new members and visitors Fellowship and 

refreshments Fall Fundraiser discussion IOCC School Kit Service Project 
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Hear ye, hear ye! 
The time and place for our Annual Parish Meeting has been 

set. 

St. Theodosius Parish Annual Meeting 

September 27th, 2020 

12:30 PM  

The link to the online meeting will be sent via the Ambo Mailing List, so if you are not on that list 

and do not intend to attend in person, please submit your email address so that you may be added 

at this time: ambo-theodosius@googlegroups.com 

If you wish to attend in person, please call our secretary Eric at 1(216) 574-4886 to make a res-

ervation. Only the first 55* can attend in person, so serious reservations only please. Leaving a 

voicemail is fine. 

*His Eminence has increased our limit to 55 persons! 

St. Theodosius is now a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a Tithe.ly 

account so people can donate either regularly or for special occasions online. 

Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate  Speical thanks to Council 

Vice President Cathy Weber and our new Webmaster Kate Zolikoff for making this 

happen. 

Merrick House Angel Tree 

Early poll for those who wish to participate in our annual Merrick House Angel Tree! 

Given all that's going on, Merrick House is hoping we can continue our tradition of helping to brighten the Christ-

mases of children who may not see much under their trees. If you are willing to commit to a 'virtual' tag for a child 

(or two), please let Dan Morris know (lavidan@sbcglobal.net). Once I have a good idea of what we can do, Merrick 

House can get things moving from there. Thank you in advance if you're able to help, and to all who have been so 

generous in the past. 

shows us that women in the Church held posi-

tions of prominence. She knew the Faith so well, 

that she instructed Apollos, a gifted Alexandrian 

orator, who knew of the Baptism of John, but not 

the important teachings of Jesus. It was Priscilla 

who taught him about Christ and what she had 

learned from St. Paul. 

While we need to remember Priscilla, we should 

not neglect other important women in the Church. 

Phoebe was another important person in the life 

of St. Paul and the Early Church. In fact, she was a 

courier, carrying important documents (probably 

his Epistle to the Romans) evading soldiers, in so 

doing, risking her life. We cannot forget Lois, the 

grandmother of Timothy (who instructed him in 

the Faith and Scriptures); Eunice, Timothy’s moth-

er; Syntyche; Eudoia; Tabitha (Dorcas); all being 

faithful women living, sharing, and teaching the 

Faith. We must not fail to mention Lydia, the first 

woman (and convert) in Europe! 

May we remember Priscilla and all these other 

brave, loving, and faithful women in the life of 

the Church who were willing, ready, and able to 

live their lives for Jesus Christ! 

mailto:ambo-theodosius@googlegroups.com
https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Departed: 

Annie Mytrohovich 

Ann Litnar  

 

Special Intentions: 

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s 

father) 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Reader Paul Pangrace 

 

Child Mary Kate Zweidunger  

Child Vivian Sherer  

Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann Kovach) 

Lyndsey (friend of Melissa 

McCutcheon) 

Elizabeth (Betty) Balasz 

Marie Borland 

Sandra Brello 

Elsie Conrad 

Horia Dascalescu 

Debra Ellis 

Gregory Galan 

Aleksei Green 

Virginia Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s 

mother) 

Don Hinkl 

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis      

Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law) 

Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s sister) 

Lacey Udell (wife of Michael Udell) 

Mara Kilbane (Melissa McCutcheon’s 

granddaughter) 

Annamarie Luvison (Daughter of 

Kaite Ellis-Luvison) 

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s 

brother) 

Melissa McCutcheon 

Marguerite Mihal (Paul Mihal’s    

mother) 

Paul Mihal 

Natalya Miller  (Arlene Neale’s great-

niece) 

Andrew Mytrohovich 

Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 

sister)  

Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 

mother) 

Jim Paulitzky (Jerry Czajkowski’s son-

in-law) 

James Peter  Petkac 

Susan Reese (friend of Jerry & Arlene 

Czajkowski and Betty Balasz) 

Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s 

daughter) 

Joseph Rusynyk 

Andrew Sykaluk 

Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s  

mother) 

Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia         

Mytrohovich) 

Janice Tkacz 

Joanne Theodore (Lisa Theodore’s 

mother-in law) 

Gayle Vidovitch 

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen 

Felon) 

Robert Walsh (friend of the Felons) 

Colleen Walsh (friend of the Felons) 

Erin Zawolowycz 

Kristin Robinson 

Janet Budko (sister-in-law of Arlene 

Neale) 

Laurie Budko (niece of Arlene Neale) 

Alex Ponomarenko 

Mary Kay Weber   

Mirta Szewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana)  

Mickey O'Brien (fr iend of Ar lene) 

Elisa Seddon (wife of Er ic) 

Roger Pinta Jr . 

Kelly Buehner   

Anna Sykaluk (fr iend of Tatiana) 

Edward Zewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana) 

Joe Czajkowski (son of Jer ry) 

 

Jeremy & Yvonne Pozderac and    

unborn child. 
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Sunday,  Sept 6 

Commemoration of the Miracle of the Arch-
angel Michael at Colossæ    
3rd and 6th Hours read at 8:40 AM 
Liturgy Begins 9:00 AM 
 
Monday, Sept 7 
Forefeast of the Nativity of the  
Theotokos 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 
Tuesday, Sept 8 
The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady,  
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary 
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday, Sept 9 
Uncovering of the Relics of St.  
Theodosius, Archbishop or Chernigov 

 
 

 
Thursday,  Sept 10 

Martyrs Menodora, Metrodora and  
Nymphodora, at Nicomedia 

 
Friday, Sept 11 

Ven. Theodora of Alexandria 

   

Saturday, Sept 12 

Leavetaking of the Nativity of the  

Theotokos 

Saturday Before Elevation 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 

Sunday,  Sept 13 

Forefeast of the Elevation of the Cross 
3rd and 6th Hours read at 8:40 AM 

Liturgy Begins 9:00 AM 
 

 

 

 

WEEKLY  

SCHEDULE 

 

2020 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF September 6 

Sept 6 

Mark 16:1-8 

1 Cor 16:13-24 

Matt 21:33-42 

 

Sept 7 

2 Cor 12:10-19 

Mark 4:10-23 

 

Sept 8 

Gen 28:10-17 

Ezek 43:27-44:4 

Prov 9:1-11 

Luke 1:39,49, 56 

2 Cor 12:20-13:2 

Mark 4:24-34 

Phil 2:5-11 

Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28 

 

Sept 9 

2 Cor 13:3-14 

Mark 4:35-41 

 

Sept 10 

Gal 1:1-10, 20-2:5 

Mark 5:1-20 

 

Sept 11 

Gal 2:6-10 

Mark 5:22-24, 35:6-1 

 

Sept 12 

Phil 2:5-11 

Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28 

1 Cor 2:6-9 

Matt 10:37-11:1 

1 Cor 4:1-5 

Matt 23:1-12 

Sept 13 

3[1] Kings 8:22-23, 27-30 

Prov 3:19-34 

Prov 9:1-11 

Mark 16:9-20 

Heb 3:1-4 

Matt 16:13-18 

Gal 6:11-18 

John 3:13-17 

2 Cor 1:21-2:4 

Matt 22:1-14 

 


