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Mailing:
733 Starkweather Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44113
T 216. 741. 1310
F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

 - Archpriest John Zdinak, 
   Dean

   dean@sttheodosius.org

   Cell: 216. 554. 7282

 - Father Jacob Van Sickle

 - Protodeacon Daniel Boerio

 - Subdeacon Theodore
   Lentz, Sacristan

 - Reader Julius Kovach,
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

 - Reader Paul Pangrace,
   Ambo Editor

Ambo
ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

*AMBO: Articles for 
publication should be 
submitted to the office by 
Wednesday of each week 
before noon.

* CALENDAR: Event dates 
must be submitted by the 
15th of each month.

DECEMBER 17, 2017
SUNDAY OF THE 

HOLY FOREFATHERS

SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FOREFATHERS
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The Sunday that falls between December 11-17 is known as the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers. These are the 
ancestors of Christ according to the flesh, who lived before the Law and under the Law, especially the Patriarch 
Abraham, to whom God said, “In thy seed shall all of the nations of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:3, 22:18). 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 17

Dec. 17  Col. 3:4-11
     Luke 14:16-24
 
Dec. 18  Heb. 3:5-11,17-19
              Mark 8:11-21

Dec. 19  Heb. 4:1-13
              Mark 10:2-12

Dec. 20  Heb. 5:11-6:8
    Mark 10:11-16

Dec. 21  Heb. 7:1-6
               Mark 10:17-27

Dec. 22  Heb. 7:18-25
    Mark 10:23-32

Dec. 23  Eph. 2:11-13
    Luke 16:10-15

The Forefeast of the Nativity of the Lord begins on 
December 20. From now on, most of the liturgical hymns 
will be concerned with the birth of the Savior. Many of the 
Church’s hymns of this period are slightly modified versions 
of the hymns of Holy Week.

From the 20th to the 23rd we sing the Troparion (Tone 4) 
“Prepare, O Bethlehem, for Eden has been opened to all. 
Adorn yourself, O Ephratha, for the Tree of Life blossoms 
forth from the Virgin in the cave. Her womb is a spiritual 
paradise planted with the fruit divine; if we eat of it we shall 
live forever and not die like Adam. Christ is coming to 
restore the image which He made in the beginning.” 

We also sing the Kontaion (Tone 3) “Today the Virgin 
comes to the cave where she will give birth past 
understanding to the Word from all eternity. Rejoice, O 

universe, when the tidings are proclaimed. Glorify, with the angels and shepherds, the one Who chose to be 
manifest as a newborn Child, while remaining the eternal God.”

At Vespers on this first day of the prefeast we sing, “Let us celebrate, O people, the prefeast of Christ’s Nativity; 
let us raise our minds on high, in spirit going up to Bethlehem....”

(Sticheron on “Lord, I Call.”) 
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Departed:

Catherine Rogozinski (Janice 
Tkacz’s mother)
11-25-17

Ill Afflicted & 
Special Intentions:

Parish of St. Matthew’s
Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan
Archpriest Theodore Bobosh
Child Katie
Julia
Christopher Baymiller (friend of 
Paul Pangrace)
Paula Baymiller (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Carol Bohurjak
Marie Borland
Elizabeth Bullock (friend of the 
Jacobsons)
Julie Byndas
Gregory Cervo
Elsie Conrad
Arlene Czajkowski
Jerry Czajkowski

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia Morris’s 
brother)
Gregory Galan
Joseph Gammalo
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s sister)
John Kovalski (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s 
brother)
Paul Mihal
Irene Mysiw (friend of Helen 
Antonik)
Andrew Mytrohovich
Daniel O’Donnell
Pat O’Donnell
Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 
sister)
Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 
mother)
Gina Marie Petkac

James Peter Petkac
Anastasia Pogorily
Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s 
daughter)
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Andrew Sykaluk
Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s 
mother)
Janice Tkacz
Robert Walsh (friend of The Felons)
Colleen Walsh (friend of the The 
Felons)
Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Erin Zawolowycz
Peter Zimmerman

Christopher & Melanie (Wayne & 
Gayle Vidovich’s daughter) Hunter 
& Unborn Child

Richard & Natalie (Evans) Thombs 
& Unborn Child

*** Please make sure that when you call to have names added to the Prayer 
List that you give the person’s Christian name AND last name. Thank you. ***
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

       
COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 

  
 
 
 Coffee Hour:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Greeters:                                    
   12/17/17
 
 Mats. Cindy Zdinak & Jenna Van Sickle 
 
 Linda Smotzer & Igor Gajewsky
   12/24/17
 
 Michael Tabeling & Michael Udell
 
 
 Tammy & Eva Ponomarenko
   12/31/17
 
 Steve Rusnak & Jim Schwind
 
 
 
 Igor Gajewsky
     1/7/18
 
 Lauren Miklos & Chanda Czaruk

 
 
 Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
    1/14/18
 
 Cathy Weber & Mat. Jenn Boerio
 
 
 Paul Pangrace & Michael Tabeling
    1/21/18
 
 Dan & Lavinia Morris
 
 
 
 
 
 Karen Felon & Igor Gajewsky
    1/28/18
 
 Shawna Whitlock & Gayle Vidovich
 
 
 Tammy & Eva Ponomarenko

 
 
 
 
 




FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick 
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms 

First program. We can always use your help by 
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10 
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping 

those in need. - Dan Morris 

 Dome Lighters
          
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be  made for The Health Of   

           or In Memory Of  your loved ones.  Contact the Parish Office if you are  interested.


 
 For the entire 2017 year: 


 
 In loving memory of Olga Fritskey


 
 from John & Ruth Fritskey


 


 41st Annual 
Christmas Concert

TODAY
1:00 PM  - Tours

3:00 PM - Concert
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Discovering the Wonder of
Jesus Christ
This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are available at http://dce.oca.org.

 
 On December 24, the eve of the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, the Church
commemorates Saint Eugenia of Rome. 

Born in 280, she belonged to a noble pagan family. Though Roman by birth, she lived
in Alexandria, Egypt, where her father Philip had been sent by the emperor to govern.

Philip not only worshipped pagan gods, but strongly opposed Christianity. Like many
highborn Romans, he distrusted this new religion that seemed to exalt the humble
and weak. Rome had built its empire on brute power and conquest—ideals very
different from those the itinerant preacher from Palestine taught. The preacher's
teachings were spreading far and wide, and Philip worried that they threatened
traditional Roman society. 

The account of Eugenia's life tells us that she discovered Jesus Christ by reading the
words of Saint Paul. How thrilled she must have been by the stirring description of
Him in one of this day's readings, Hebrews 1: 1-3: 

"God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by
the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom
also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all
things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high..."

Eugenia was determined to follow this wonderful Lord who so loved human beings that that He had "by Himself purged
our sins." She fled her home, accompanied by two male servants. They accompanied her to a place far enough away
that she could escape being found out. 

Nearby was a men's monastery. Eugenia looked at it with a mixture of joy and sadness; joy because it was a place
where her newly-discovered God was truly worshipped, and sadness because, as a woman, she could not join that
worship.

But she was a resourceful, courageous woman, and so she decided to disguise herself as a man and apply to enter the
monastery. Her servants hesitated to help her—cutting her hair, and putting together loose-fitting garments—but she
convinced them, and in her disguise she approached the abbot.

Abbot Helenon saw at once that this delicate-featured person was not a man, even though she lowered the pitch of her
voice. But he didn't turn her away, or reproach her. Seeing her sincere spiritual desire, he gave her an isolated cell,
where she would spend many years in monastic effort. 

Saint Eugenia saw the wonder of Christ in her own life. She was
given the gift of healing, and had the joy of converting her
adamantly-pagan father to the faith. 

Both Philip and Eugenia were ultimately martyred. Like the shepherds
who "made widely known the saying which was told them concerning
this Child" (Luke 2: 17a) they had bravely spread the Gospel, and
unflinchingly faced His enemies, who killed their bodies but not their
souls.

Troparion - Tone 4

Your lamb Eugenia, O Jesus,
Calls out to You in a loud voice:
I love You, O my bridegroom,
And in seeking You, I endure suffering.
In Baptism I was crucified so that I might reign in You,
And died so that I might live with You.
Accept me as a pure sacrifice,
For I have offered myself in love.
By her prayers save our souls, since You are merciful.
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WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE

2017Sunday, Dec. 17
SUNDAY OF THE HOLY
FOREFATHERS
HOLY PROPHET DANIEL
3 HOLY YOUTHS: ANANIAS,
AZARIAS & MISAEL
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, Dec. 18
MARTYR SEBASTIAN
AND HIS COMPANIONS AT
ROME
7:00 PM Bible Study @ Parish Hall

Tuesday, Dec. 19
MARYTR BONIFACE
AND RIGHTEOUS AGLAIDA
6:00 PM Daily Vespers

Wednesday, Dec. 20
HIEROMARTYR IGNATIUS
THE GOD-BEARER
REP. ST. JOHN KRONSTADT
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Daily Vespers & 1st 
Royal Hour

Thursday, Dec. 21
VIRGIN MARTYR JULIANA
AND HER COMPANIONS
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment @
Copper Stone
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Daily Vespers & 3rd Royal 
Hour

Friday, Dec. 22
GREATMARTYR ANASTASIA
AND HER COMPANIONS
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Daily Vespers & 6th Royal 
Hour

Saturday, Dec. 23
HOLY TEN MARTYRS
OF CRETE
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Daily Vespers & 9th Royal 
Hour

Sunday, Dec. 24
SUNDAY BEFORE
THE NATIVITY
NUN MARTYR EUGENIA
AND HER COMPANIONS
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Vigil for the Nativity

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral

733 Starkweather Avenue


Cleveland, Ohio 44113    
                               DECEMBER

     REMINDER:
Please be sure 
that cell phones 
are turned off
before entering 
the temple.     

DECEMBER
Special Collection
THE DEANERY


