ST. THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Mailing:

733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

T 216. 741. 1310

F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

- Archpriest John Zdinak,
Dean

dean@sttheodosius.org
Cell: 216. 554. 7282

- Dn. Daniel Boerio

- Subdeacon Theodore
Lentz, Sacristan

- Reader Julius Kovach,
Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

- Casandra Vasu,
Office Administrator
Office Hours, M-F
9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Divine Services

Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

* AMBO: Articles for publi-
cation should be submitted

to:_sttheocemetery @yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week

before noon.
* CALENDAR: Event dates

must be submitted by the
15th of each month.

DECEMBER 27, 2015

PROTOMARTYR STEPHEN
VEN. THEODORE GRAPTUS

PROTOMARTYR STEPHEN

ST STORIEN
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The Holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen was the eldest of the seven deacons, appointed by the Apostles
themselves, and therefore he is called “archdeacon.” He was the first Christian martyr, and he suffered for Christ
when he was about thirty. In the words of Asterias, he was “the starting point of the martyrs, the instructor of suf-
fering for Christ, the foundation of righteous confession, since Stephen was the first to shed his blood for the
Gospel.”

Filled with the Holy Spirit, St Stephen preached Christianity and defeated Jewish teachers of the Law in debate.
The Jews maligned St Stephen, saying that he had uttered blasphemy against God and against Moses. St Stephen
came before the Sanhedrin and the High Priest to answer these charges. He gave a fiery speech, in which he re-
counted the history of the Jewish nation, and denounced the Jews for persecuting the prophets, and also for exe-
cuting the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ (Acts ch. 7).

During his speech, St Stephen suddenly saw the heavens opened and Jesus Christ standing at the right hand of
God. The Jews shouted and covered their ears, and rushed at him. They dragged him out of the city and stoned
him, but the holy martyr prayed for his murderers. Far off on the heights stood the Mother of God with the holy
Apostle John the Theologian, and She prayed fervently for the martyr. Before his death St Stephen said, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit. O Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.” Then he joyfully gave up his pure soul to Christ.

The body of the holy Protomartyr Stephen, left to be eaten by beasts, was secretly taken up by the Jewish teacher
Gamaliel and his son Habib, who buried Stephen on his estate. They both believed in Christ, and later received
holy Baptism.

St Stephen is also commemorated on August 2 (Translation of his relics) and on September 15 (Uncovering of
his relics in the year 415).

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 27

Dec. 27 Gal. 1:11-19 (Sunday Dec. 29 Heb. 12:25-26; Jan. 1 Col 2:8-12
After) 13:22-25 Luke 2:20-21.40-52
Matt. 2:13-23 Mark 11:11-23
(Sunday After) Jan. 2 Col. 1:3-6
Dec. 30 James 1:1-18 Luke 17:3-10

Dec. 28 Heb. 11:17-23,27-31 Mark 11:23-26

Mark 10:46-52 Dec. 31 James 1:19-27

Mark 11:27-33
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Dear Brothers and Sisters: We are looking for Greeters to add to
our Ministry. Please prayerfully consider joining us as we greet
those who are brought to us by Christ Himself! We will provide the
training which is as simple as a smile and a warm welcome! If you
are interested or have questions please see Michael Tabeling or any
of the greeters you meet at the front door of the Cathedral.

- ee——

ANGEL TREE

St. Theodosius Men’s Mixer

Come out and join us on Thursday, January
14th at Agostino’s for an evening of
fellowship and discussion about how we can
support our church and church community.
6:30 PM at Agostino’s
Pizza, Wings, and Beverages
$5.00 donation at the door
Please RSVP to waynevidovich@gmail.com
via text @ 440-989-6165 by January 10th,
2016 if possible. If it is not possible to RSVP,
please come regardless.

—

Thank you to everyone
who made our Merrick
House Angel Tree a
success once again!
Please know that Mer-
rick House - and the kids
and their parents -
greatly appreciate
what you do!

May God bless you for
your kindness. Dan
Morris, Organizer.
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Departed:

Mother Ana
12-12-15

Paul Laskovich
12-18-15

Frank Byndas
12-20-15

11l Afflicted &
Special Intentions:

Father John Udics

Matushka Catherine Jula
Archpriest Theodore Bobosh
Mary

Michael

Betty Balasz

David C. Baringer (friend of Karen
Felon)

Judy Baughman

Carol Bohurjak

Elsie Conrad

John Conrad

Metodije Damljanovic (Child)
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia Morris’s
brother)

Cindy Durkalski

Nadine Ellis

Nashwa Fam

Leonora Felon

Dorothy Fowler

PRAYER REQUESTS

Vladimir Fowler

Julia Grabowski

Roger Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s
cousin)

Janet Hennig (friend of Judy
Schwind)

Sandee Holod

Matthew Hunley (Phyllis
Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law)
Donna Jacak

Victor Jacak

Kevin Jackam (Sonia Vorell’s cousin)
Patrick Jacobson (friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s
sister)

Mabher Khalil

Thomas Khalil

John Kovalski (friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Dorothy Laskovich

Susan Lentz

Ralph Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s
father)

Paul Mihal

Anna Mysiw (friend and neighbor of
Helen Antonik)

Maude Palumbo (Michelle Rajisch’s
mother)

Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
sister)

Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
mother)

Daria Petrokowski

Debby Pinta

Cindy Powkowski

Cheryl Regrut (Deb Ellis’s
sister-in-law)

Valerie Rolls (Fr. John’s cousin)
Dorothy Romig

Julia Sankovic (Child)

Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s
mother)

Janice Tkacz

Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Erin Zawolowycz

Elizabeth Zimmerman

Theodore Zolikoff (Nick Zolikoff’s
father)

Alice Zdinak (Fr. John’s Mother)

Douglas & Kaitlyn Evans
& Unborn Child

Gabriel & Shyanne Tabeling
& Unborn Child

Please note that names will remain on the list for
. approximately one month and then removed.
If you would like a name to be relisted, please
contact the office at 216-741-1310.
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion,
everyone is welcome to partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy.
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

7~

e
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COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES

Coffee Hour:
4 12/27/15 Joy & David Pfeiffer
\ 1/3/16 Irina Chovelidze

Greeters:
Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
Mat. Jenn Boerio & Tammy Ponomarenko

1/10/16 Mat. Cindy Zdinak & The Van Sickle Family Nina & Elizabeth Antonik

Dan & Lavinia Morris

2/7/16 Nick & Kate Zolikoff

Cathy Weber & Mat. Jenn Boerio
1/31/16 Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk

60D’S GIETS TO US -
OUR GIETS TO 60D
$ 6,538.00

Last week’s collection $ 3,938.00
Over/Under < $2,600.00 >

Weekly expenses:

Linda Smotzer & Sonia Vorell

Paul Pangrace & Michael Tabeling
Mat. Jenn Boerio & Karen Felon
Nina & Elizabeth Antonik

FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms
First program. We can always use your help by
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping
those in need. - Dan Morris

Dome Lightens
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be made for The Health Of
or In Memory Of your loved ones. Contact the Parish Office if you are interested.
For the entire 2015 year:

In loving memory of Olga Fritskey
from John & Ruth Fritskey
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Help the Orthodox Christian
Mission Center provide the
means for priests in Kenya
to "make the rounds” in
the new year!

Diocese of the
Midwest Nativity
Fast fundraiser

B Please send all donations to the Diocese of
the Midwest, 927 North LaSalle, Chicago, IL
60610 by January 1, 2016.

B Please make checks payable to the Diocese
of the Midwest, with “Motorbikes for Kenya”
noted in the memo line.

M Once all donations have been received,
they will be forwarded to OCMC, with our
prayers for the ongoing ministry of the
Kenyan clergy and the faithful they serve.

Unlike the clergy of our Diocese, Orthodox
Christian priests in Kenya must serve several
far-flung and remote parish communities —

a difficult ministry to pursue without proper
transportation!

With the blessing of His Grace, Bishop Paul
of Chicago, the Diocese of the Midwest is
partnering with the Orthodox Christian
Mission Center to raise funds to provide
motorbikes for the clergy in Kenya. With
your help, we can ensure that they will be
able to serve their flocks more regularly while
bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ to
far more people.

Parishes, organizations and individuals are
asked to raise funds during this year’s
Nativity Fast to make it easier for the Kenyan
clergy to “make the rounds” in 2016!

O MNMC

ORTHODOY CHRISTIAN
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A Place Like No Other Cﬁﬂ%nvcmm

0DOX CHURCH in AMERICA

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are available at http://dce.oca.org.

On the last two days of the year, we read from Mark's Gospel, 11: 11-26. The
narrative begins with Jesus' arrival in Jerusalem.

The first place Jesus goes is the Temple. After He has "looked around at
everything" there, He and the twelve apostles go off to Bethany as the day ends.

The next morning, they return to Jerusalem, and Mark records one of the most
unsettling incidents in the Gospels. Jesus is hungry, and when He sees a fig tree
from afar, He approaches it to look for fruit. The tree has leaves, but no figs.
Jesus curses (meaning that He passes judgment on) the fig tree: "May no one
ever eat fruit from you again."

This might seem to be an uncharacteristically harsh thing for the compassionate
Lord to do, especially because the passage tells us that "it was not the season for
figs." But fig trees grow in a certain way: the fruit usually appears before the
leaves, so a tree with leaves could be expected to have fruit as well. Even a tree
"out of season" might have fruit because fig trees often produce several crops

each year.

Jesus was with His apostles, and the fig tree provided a lesson for them: the outward appearance of "fruitfulness" is not
enough. All of us must produce real fruit, and take care not to look as though we are doing so when in fact our spiritual
lives are barren.

Now Jesus is about to return to the place He went to first the day before, the place like no other—the Temple. There
He will make it plain that Israel's way of worship has become barren and fruitless by driving out "those who bought and
sold in the Temple." He accuses them of making a holy place into a "den of robbers." That phrase is from Jeremiah 7:
11, which means that this isn't the first time the religious leaders have been warned that they are disrespecting God's
house. Hearing His words, the current leaders don't take the lesson; instead they seek ways to destroy Him.

To emphasize that Jesus truly respects the Temple as a place like no other, Mark adds a detail that is found only in his
Gospel, writing that Jesus "would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple." This greatest place of
worship is not to be used as a convenient shortcut or a covered thoroughfare.

The morning after this momentous event, Jesus and the apostles pass the fig tree again. Peter exclaims, "Rabbi, look!
The fig tree which You cursed has withered away." The Lord's power is clearly real, and so is His warning about
fruitlessness.

Jesus reminds the apostles, and us, to be prayerful. A faithful and believing person will receive a beneficial answer to
prayer, and will be able to do great things, as they have seen Him do. He adds that as we pray we should forgive, if we
have anything against anyone, so that the Father in heaven may also forgive us.

What good words with which to start the new year.
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Sunday, Dec. 27
PROTOMARTYR STEPHEN
VEN. THEODORE GRAPTUS
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, Dec. 28

20,000 MARTYRS
OF NICOMEDIA

Tuesday, Dec. 29
14,000 HOLY INNOCENTS
VEN. MARCELLUS

No Orthodoxy 101

Wednesday, Dec. 30
VIRGIN MARTYR ANYSIA
MARTYR ZOTICUS

i
L

~ St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
& 733 Starkweather Avenue
" Cleveland, Ohio 44113

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE

2015-2016

REMINDER:

Please be sure

that cell phones
are turned off
before entering

the temple.

DECEMBER

Special Collection

THE DEANERY

DECEMBER - JANUARY

Thursday, Dec. 31

VEN. MELANIA OF ROME
No Faith Enrichment

4:00 PM Vesperal Liturgy

Friday, Jan. 1
CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST
ST. BASIL THE GREAT
Parish Office Closed

Saturday, Jan. 2
VEN. SERAPHIM OF SAROV
ST. SYLVESTER,

POPE OF ROME

6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Jan. 3
PROPHET MALACHI
MARTYR GORDIUS

VEN. GENEVIEVE OF PARIS
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
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