ST. THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Mailing:

733 Starkweather Avenue DECEMBER 7, 20 14

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 ST. AMBROSE, BP. MILAN

T 216.741. 1310 ST. PHILOFTHEIA

F 216. 623. 1092 VEN. NILUS OF STOLBENSK

www.sttheodosius.org

- Archpriest John Zdinak,
Dean ST. AMBROSE
dean@sttheodosius.org

Cell: 216. 554. 7282

- Dn. Daniel Boerio

- Subdeacon Theodore
Lentz, Sacristan

- Reader Julius Kovach,
Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

- Casandra Vasu,
Office Administrator
Office Hours, M-F
9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Divine Services

Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

* AMBO: Articles for publi-
cation should be submitted

to:_sttheocemetery @yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week

before noon.
* CALENDAR: Event dates

must be submitted by the
15th of each month.
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Saint Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, was born in the year 340 into the family of the Roman prefect of Gaul (now
France). Even in the saint’s childhood there appeared presentiments of his great future. Once, bees covered the
face of the sleeping infant. They flew in and out of his mouth, leaving honey on his tongue. Soon they flew away
so high that they could no longer be seen. Ambrose’s father said that the child would become something great
when he reached manhood.

After the death of the father of the family, Ambrose journeyed to Rome, where the future saint and his brother
Satyrius received an excellent education. About the year 370, upon completion of his course of study, Ambrose
was appointed to the position of governor (consular prefect) of the districts of Liguria and Aemilia, though he
continued to live at Mediolanum (now Milan).

In the year 374 Auxentius, the Arian Bishop of Mediolanum, died. This led to complications between the Ortho-
dox and the Arians, since each side wanted to have its own bishop. Ambrose, as the chief city official, went to
the church to resolve the dispute.

While he was speaking to the crowd, suddenly a child cried out, “Ambrose for bishop!” The people took up this
chant. Ambrose, who at this time was still a catechumen, considered himself unworthy, and tried to refuse. He
disparaged himself, and even tried to flee from Mediolanum. The matter went ultimately before the emperor Val-
entinian the Elder (364-375), whose orders Ambrose dared not disobey. He accepted holy Baptism from an Or-
thodox priest and, passing through all the ranks of the Church clergy in just seven days, on December 7, 374 he
was consecrated Bishop of Mediolanum. He dispersed all his possessions, money and property for the adornment
of churches, the upkeep of orphans and the poor, and he devoted himself to a strict ascetic life.

Ambrose combined strict temperance, intense vigilance and work within the fulfilling of his duties as archpastor.
St Ambrose, defending the unity of the Church, energetically opposed the spread of heresy. Thus, in the year 379
he traveled off to establish an Orthodox bishop at Sirmium, and in 385-386 he refused to hand over the basilica
of Mediolanum to the Arians.

The preaching of St Ambrose in defense of Orthodoxy was deeply influential. Another noted Father of the West-
ern Church, St Augustine (June 15), bore witness to this, having accepted holy Baptism in the year 387 by the
grace of the preaching of the bishop of Mediolanum.

St Ambrose also actively participated in civil matters. Thus, the emperor Gracian (375-383), having received
from him the “Exposition of the Orthodox Faith” (De Fide), removed, by decree of the saint, the altar of Victory
from the halls of the Senate at Rome, on which oaths were wont to be taken. Displaying a pastoral boldness, St
Ambrose placed a severe penance on the emperor Theodosius I (379-395) for the massacre of innocent inhabi-
tants of Thessalonica. For him there was no difference between emperor and commoner. Though he released
Theodosius from the penance, the saint would not permit the emperor to commune at the altar, but compelled
him to do public penance.

The fame of Bishop Ambrose and his actions attracted to him many followers from other lands. From faraway
Persia learned men came to him to ask him questions and absorb his wisdom. Fritigelda (Frigitil), queen of the
military Germanic tribe of the Markomanni, which often had attacked Mediolanum, asked the saint to instruct her
in the Christian Faith. The saint in his letter to her persuasively stated the dogmas of the Church. And having be-
come a believer, the queen converted her own husband to Christianity and persuaded him to conclude a treaty of
peace with the Roman Empire.
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The saint combined strictness with an uncommon kindliness. Granted a gift of wonderworking, he healed many
from sickness. One time at Florence, while staying at the house of Decentus, he resurrected a dead boy.

The repose of St Ambrose, who departed to the Lord on the night of Holy Pascha, was accompanied by many
miracles. He even appeared in a vision to the children being baptized that night. The saint was buried in the Am-
brosian basilica in Mediolanum, beneath the altar, between the Martyrs Protasius and Gervasius (October 14).

A zealous preacher and valiant defender of the Christian Faith, St Ambrose received particular renown as a
Church writer. In dogmatic compositions he set forth the Orthodox teaching about the Holy Trinity, the Sacra-
ments, and Repentance: “Five Books on the Faith” (De Fide); “Explication of the Symbol of the Faith” (Explana-
tio Symboli); “On the Incarnation” (De Incarnationis); “Three Books on the Holy Spirit” (De Spiritu Sancto);
“On the Sacraments” (De Sacramento); “Two Books on Repentance” (De Paenitentia). In writings about Chris-
tian morality, he explained the excellence of Christian moral teaching compared to pagan moral teaching.

A well-known work of St Ambrose, “On the Duties of the Clergy” (De Officiis Ministrorum) evidences his deep
awareness of pastoral duty. He stresses that those who serve in the Church should have not only the proper
knowledge of Church services, but also the proper knowledge of moral precepts.

St Ambrose was also a reformer of Church singing. He introduced antiphonal singing (along the Eastern or Syr-
ian form) into the Western Church, which became known as “Ambrosian Chant.” He also composed twelve
hymns which were used during his lifetime. The hymn, “Thee, O God, we praise” (Te Deum), attributed to St
Ambrose, entered into the divine services of the Orthodox Church (Molieben).

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 7

Dec. 7 Eph. 5:9-19 Dec.9 1 Tim. 5:11-21 Dec. 12 1 Tim. 1:1-2,8-18
Luke 17:12-19 Luke 21:12-19 Luke 21:37-22:8
Dec. 8 1 Tim. 5:1-10 Dec. 10 1 Tim. 5:22-6:11 Dec. 13 Gal. 5:22-6:2
Luke 20:27-44 Luke 21:5-7,10-11, Luke 13:18-29
20-24

Dec. 11 1 Tim. 6:17-21
Luke 21:28-33

FOCA Lenten Soup Sale
TODAY (after Divine Liturgy)
Proceeds benefit
Gift of Love Program
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Christmas Cookie Walk
: at Ridge Manor :
Saturday, December 13th
5 10:00 AM :
- We ask that everyone bakes at
least 4 or more batches

: of each cookie :
. (storage in freezer at Parish Hall

available)
- Sign up board in Parish Hall
- Any additional questions,

please contact Susan Lentz Our annual Angel Tree for
....................... (216) 621-2282 Merrick House is now set up
in the foyer! Take a name,
sign the sheet, and help make
a child's Christmas bright.
Gifts must be brought to
church no later than Sunday,
December 14th. We will be
distributing them at

Merrick House on Thursday,

Russian Translator needed. December 18th. See Dan
Please contact the parish office

at 216-741-1310 or
sttheocemetery@yahoo.com

Morris for more info, and
God bless you for helping -
every year has
been wonderful!

if you are able to offer
your services.

I ——
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Departed:

Dr. Constance Tarasar
11-07-14

Armand Trasoline (Fr. John’s
cousin)

11-08-14

Kathy Garlesky
11-29-14

11l Afflicted &
Special Intentions:

Deacon Basil Frenchek
Hieromonk Joseph

Mat. Vera Proctor

Mat. May Ozone

Mat. Catherine Jula
Mother Anna

Sr. Anastasia

Michael

Betty Balasz

Judy Baughman

Carol Bohurjak

Thomas Bohurjak, Jr.
Marie Borland

Frank Byndas

Navada Coneley

Elsie Conrad

John Conrad

Anne Crichton (Joseph Crichton’s
sister-in-law)

Christine Crichton
Thomas Crichton (Joseph Crichton’s
brother)

Arlene Czajkowski (Neale)

PRAYER REQUESTS

Laina Dachtyl

Metodije Damljanovic (Child)
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia Morris’s
brother)

Michelle Dunn (Sonia Vorell’s
cousin)

Cindy Durkalski

Debra Ellis (Katie & Nadine Ellis’s
mother)

Peter Fickinger (friend of Joseph
Crichton)

Vladimir Fowler

Frank Fox (Carol Machaskee’s son)
Julia Grabowski

Roger Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s
cousin)

Sandee Holod

Matthew Hungley (Phyllis
Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law)
Donna Jacak

Victor Jacak

Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Diane Kearsey

(Janice Tkacz’s sister)

John Kovalski (friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Dorothy Laskovich

Paul Laskovich

Elise Manella

Anna Mysiw (friend and neighbor of
Helen Antonik)

Karen Ohlin (Tatiana Boyczewski’s
daughter-in-law’s mother)

Maude Palumbo (Michelle Rajisch’s
mother)

Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
sister)

Grace Parhamovich

(Karen Felon’s mother)

Donna Pelton

John A. Petkac (Gartman)
Peter and Gina Petkac (Judy
Gartman’s brother & sister-in-law)
Alaine Pimsner (Judy Schwind’s
niece)

Debbie Pinta

Anastasia Pogorily

Cindy Powkowski

Marshall Prock

Joseph Rusynyk

Julia Sankovic (Child)

Mary Ann Silberhorn

Steven Soeder

Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s
mother)

Frank Tkacz

Janice Tkacz

Donald Tipka

Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul
Pangrace)

John Yavornitzki

Erin Zawolowycz

Elaine Zdinak

Elizabeth Zdinak

Fr. Andrew & Presbytera Lori
Lentz & Unborn Child

Congratulations

To newly baptized and chrismated
Amelia Grace Thombs

To newly baptized and chrismated
Michael Udell, Jr.

Please contact the Parish Office at 216-741-1310;
. when names need to be removed from the

prayer list. Thank you.
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Welcome Visitors

Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.

While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion,
everyone is welcome to partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy.

You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES

; Q% Coffee Hour:
-~ S 4 12/7114 Nick & Kate Zolikoff
(I i) 12/14/14  Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk
12/21/14 Mary Swit & Tammy Ponomarenko
= Vi 12/28/14 Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind
&,—/5” 1/4/15 TBA
1/11/15 TBA
1/18/15 TBA
60D’S GIETS TO dS -
OdR GIETS TO GOD
Weekly expenses: $ 6,538.00

Last week’s collection $ 5,039.00
Over/Under < $1,499.00 >

Greeters:

Mat. Jenn Boerio & Karen Felon

Michael Tabeling & Tammy Ponomarenko
Nina & Elizabeth Antonik

Michael Tabeling

Mat. Jenn Boerio & Tammy Ponomarenko
Linda Smotzer & Sonia Vorell

Nina & Elizabeth Antonik

FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms
First program. We can always use your help by
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping

those in need. - Dan Morris

Done ,ché‘m
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be made for The Health Of
or In Memory Of your loved ones. Contact the Parish Office if you are interested.
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The Greater Cleveland Council of Orthodox Clergy
Present the 22" Annual

Inter-Orthodox Nativity Concert
Sunday, December 7, 2014
5:00 p.m.
LA A dﬁ/‘i'!,"»“
20

2
-

0" f :,)

Host Parish St Demetrios gree& Ortﬁoc[ox Cﬁurcﬁ
22909 Center Ridge Road, Rocky River ~ saintdemetriostr.org

Free admission Free Will Donation

Refreshments will be served following the Concert in the
Cultural Hall. Everyone is welcome!

For mote details, contact 440-331-2246 or sdgoc@ohiocoxmail.com
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DECEMBER 21, 2014
CLEVELAND LANDMARK
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

38t Annual Concert at 3:00 PM

Please join us for a special Christmas holiday program in the
historic St. Theodosius Cathedral of the Tremont community
on Cleveland’s west side. Each year our program reflects the
large repertoire of liturgical music from the Orthodox Christian
Church. We sing a cappella, in English, and in concert format.

Come experience the beauty of this national landmark and
example of Eastern Orthodox Christianity in practice. Following
the Cathedral Choir’s program all are invited to participate in a
sing-a-long of popular carols!

Tours: 1 PM
Concert: 3 PM

Visit the “Mother”
Church of the
many Orthodox
Churches in
northeast Ohio!

FREE AND OPEN
TO ALL!

Reception after
the concert.

We keep “Christ”
in Christmas!

ST. THEODOSIUS
CATHEDRAL
733 Starkweather Avenue

www.sttheodosius.org

Telephone: 216-741-1310
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Three Mothers Cmﬂm&%nwﬁﬁ

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are available at http://dce.oca.org.

~On December 9 we celebrate "Righteous Saint Anna's Conception of the
* Mother of God." This lengthy, explicit title offers some important insights into
| Orthodox theology.

'L First, it tells us that Mary the Mother of God was conceived through the union of two
_human parents, like any other person born in the world. Many icons of her conception
I clearly show her parents, Joachim and Anna, standing together in a loving embrace,

. with a bed behind or near them.

B Itis noteworthy that the day before this feast is, in the Western Church, the feast day
i ‘of the Immaculate Conception. This refers to the way Mary (not Jesus Christ) was
conceived. The Roman Catholic teaching is that God intervened at the moment of
8 Mary's conception to remove the stain of original sin, which is transmitted by the act

8 of human reproduction. This stain marks us all from the day we are born. So, since
God removed that stain from Mary, she is different from every other human being.

Father Thomas Hopko, in his book "The Winter Pascha," writes that Orthodoxy does not go along with this teaching
because our Church does not believe that such a stain exists. Father Thomas writes that all of us, including the
Theotokos, "are born into a fallen, death-bound, demon-riddied world...We are all born mortal and tending toward sin.
But we are not born guilty of any personal sin, certainly not one allegedly committed "in Adam."

The title of the Feast also tells us that the baby girl Anna conceived was indeed the one who would become the
God-bearer, or Theotokos. God honors the act of human reproduction by using it to bring forth the woman who will have
the most exalted privilege of any human being who ever lived. Not only that, but He leaves her free to say "no" to His
plan for her if she so chooses.

We honor Mary's agreement to God's plan because it is basic to our salvation. That she is born into the world the same
way we are, with no special intervention by God, means that she can be a truly human example of holiness, one that we
are able to follow.

Another mother is remembered by the Church on this day—Hannah, the mother of Samuel.
Like Anna, she had to wait a very long time to have a child. During those years of waiting,
she was "broken-hearted and wept and did not eat" (I Samuel/l Kingdoms 1: 7). Joachim
and Anna suffered too. Joachim was humiliated by being turned away from the Temple as
he attempted to offer his sacrifice; being a childless man he was not considered worthy to
do so.

All three mothers suffered, especially the Theotokos who saw her Son unjustly crucified.
But their joy later on would be great, and hers would be greatest of all. That is why the
Church sings to her at Pascha: "Be radiant, O Pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of Your Son!"
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Sunday, Dec. 7

ST. AMBROSE, BP. MILAN

ST. PHILOFTHEIA

VEN. NILUS OF STOLBENSK
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

(FOCA Soup Sale in Parish Hall
following Divine Liturgy)

5:00 PM Nativity Concert @

St. Demetrios

Monday, Dec. 8
VEN. PATAPIUS OF THEBES
MAR. ANTHUSA, AT ROME

Tuesday, Dec. 9
RIGHTEOUS ST. ANNA’S
CONCEPTION OF THE
MOTHER OF GOD

Wednesday, Dec. 10
MARTYRS MENAS,
HERMOGENES

AND EUGRAPHUS

5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Akathist Hymn to the
Nativity of Christ

" Cleveland, Ohio 44113

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE

2014

REMINDER:

Please be sure

that cell phones
are turned off
before entering

the temple.

ADVENT FAST

Nov. 15th - Dec. 25th

DECEMBER

Special Collection

THE DEANERY

DECEMBER

Thursday, Dec. 11
VEN. DANIEL THE STYLITE
NEW HIEROMARTYRS
SETAPHIM, PETER,
ALEKSY AND NIKOLAI
11:00 Faith Enrichment @
Ridge Manor

Friday, Dec. 12

ST. SPYRIDON

THE WONDERWORKER
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Vesperal Liturgy

Saturday, Dec. 13
REPOSE VEN. HERMAN
OF ALASKA,
WONDERWORKER
10:00 AM Cookie Walk @
Ridge Manor

5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Dec. 14
MARTYRS THRYSUS,
LEUCIS AND CALLINICUS
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral Ambo - Page 10



