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Mailing:
733 Starkweather Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44113
T 216. 741. 1310
F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

 - Archpriest John Zdinak, 
   Dean

   dean@sttheodosius.org

   Cell: 216. 554. 7282

 - Protodeacon Daniel Boerio

 - Father Jacob Van Sickle

 - Subdeacon Theodore
   Lentz, Sacristan

 - Reader Julius Kovach,
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

 - Reader Paul Pangrace,
   Ambo Editor

Ambo
ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days

5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

* AMBO: Articles for publi-
cation should be submitted 
to: sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week 
before noon.

* CALENDAR: Event dates 
must be submitted by the 
15th of each month.

FEBRUARY 19, 2017
SUNDAY OF THE 

LAST JUDGMENT

HIEROMARTYR POLYCARP

FEBRUARY 23
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Saint Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, who was “fruitful in every good work” (Col. 1:10), was born in the first cen-
tury, and lived in Smyrna in Asia Minor. He was orphaned at an early age, but at the direction of an angel, he 
was raised by the pious widow Kallista. After the death of his adoptive mother, Polycarp gave away his posses-
sions and began to lead a chaste life, caring for the sick and the infirm. He was very fond of and close to Saint 
Bucolus, Bishop of Smyrna (February 6). He ordained Polycarp as deacon, entrusting to him to preach the Word 
of God in church. He also ordained him to the holy priesthood. 

The holy Apostle John the Theologian was still alive at this time. Saint Polycarp was especially close to Saint 
John, and sometimes accompanied him on his apostolic journeys. 

Shortly before his death, Saint Bucolus expressed his wish that Polycarp be made Bishop of Smyrna. When Saint 
Polycarp was consecrated as a bishop, the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him. Saint Polycarp guided his flock 
with apostolic zeal, and he was also greatly loved by the clergy. Saint Ignatius the God-Bearer of Antioch (De-
cember 20) also had a high regard for him. Setting out for Rome where execution awaited him, he wrote to Saint 
Polycarp, “This age is in need of you if it is to reach God, just as pilots need winds, and as a storm-tossed sailor 
needs a port.” 

The emperor Marcus Aurelius (161-180) came to the Roman throne and started up a most fierce persecution 
against Christians. The pagans demanded that the judge search for Saint Polycarp, “the father of all the Chris-
tians” and “the seducer of all Asia.” 

During this time Saint Polycarp, at the persistent urging of his flock, stayed in a small village not far from 
Smyrna. When the soldiers came for him, he went out to them and invited them in to eat. He asked for time to 
pray, in order to prepare himself for martyrdom. His suffering and death are recorded in the “Epistle of the Chris-
tians of the Church of Smyrna to the Other Churches,” one of the most ancient memorials of Christian literature. 

Having been brought to trial, Saint Polycarp firmly confessed his faith in Christ, and was condemned to be 
burned alive. The executioners wanted to nail him to a post, but he declared that God would give him the strength 
to endure the flames, so they could merely tie him with ropes. The flames encircled the saint but did not touch 
him, coming together over his head in the shape of a vault. Seeing that the fire did him no harm, the pagans 
stabbed him with a dagger. So much blood flowed from this wound that it extinguished the flames. The body of 
the hieromartyr Polycarp was then cremated. The Christians of Smyrna reverently gathered up what remained of 
his holy relics, and each year they celebrated the day of his martyrdom. 

A story has been preserved about Saint Polycarp by his disciple, Saint Irenaeus of Lyons, which Eusebius cites in 
his ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY (V, 20): 

“I was still very young when I saw you in Asia Minor at Polycarp’s,” writes Saint Irenaeus to his friend Florinus, 
“but I would still be able to point out the place where Blessed Polycarp sat and conversed, and be able to depict 
his walk, his mannerisms in life, his outward appearance, his speaking to people, his companionable wandering 
with John, and how he himself related, together with other eyewitnesses of the Lord, those things that he remem-
bered from the words of others. He also told what he heard from them about the Lord, His teachings and mira-
cles.... 

Through the mercy of God to me, I then already listened attentively to Polycarp and wrote down his words, not 
on tablets, but in the depths of my heart. Therefore, I am able to bear witness before God, that if this blessed and 
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Feb. 19  1 Cor. 8:8-9:2
    Matt. 25:31-46
 
Feb. 20  3 John 1:1-5
              Luke 19:29-40;
    22:7-39

Feb. 21  Jude 1:1-10
              Luke 22:39-42,
    45-23:1

Feb. 22  Joel 2:12-26
    Joel 3:12-21

Feb. 23  Jude 1:11-25
              Luke 23:2-34,44-56

Feb. 24  Zechariah 8:7-17 
              Zechariah 8:19-23
 
Feb. 25  Rom. 14:19-23,
    16:25-27
             Matt. 6:1-13         

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 19

apostolic Elder heard something similar to your fallacy, he would immediately stop up his ears and express his 
indignation with his usual phrase: ‘Good God! That Thou hast permitted me to be alive at such a time!’” 

During his life the holy bishop wrote several Epistles to the flock and letters to various individuals. The only one 
that has survived to the present day is his Epistle to the Philippians which, Saint Jerome testifies, was read in the 
churches of Asia Minor at divine services. It was written by the saint in response to the request of the Philippians 
to send them some letters of the hieromartyr Ignatius (December 20) which Saint Polycarp had in his possession. 

The composer H.I.F. Bibier (1644-1704) has written a Sonata “Scti Polycarpi” for eight trumpets in honor of the 
holy martyr. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Departed:

Dorothy Laskovich
01-16-17

Thomas Bohurjak, Sr.
01-18-17

Fr. Malcolm Gray (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
01-22-17

Helen Smotzer
02-05-17

Ill Afflicted & 
Special Intentions:

Archpriest Yves Babich
Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan
Matushka Catherine Jula
Archpriest Theodore Bobosh
Mary
Michael
Judy Baughman
Christopher Baymiller (friend of 
Paul Pangrace)
Paula Baymiller (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Karen Beech (friend of Jerry 
Czajkowski & Arlene Neale)
Tami Blaylock (Igor Gajewsky’s 
daughter)
Carol Bohurjak
Thomas Bohurjak, Jr. 
Marie Borland
Julie Byndas
Elsie Conrad
Arlene Czajkowski
Jerry Czajkowski

Metodije Damljanovic (Child) 
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia Morris’s 
brother)
Cindy Durkalski
Nadine Ellis
Nashwa Fam
Dorothy Fowler
Gayle Franks (Judy Schwind’s 
cousin)
Allison Hart (colleague of Ken 
Kovach)
Roger Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s 
cousin)
Janet Hennig (friend of Judy 
Schwind)
Sandee Holod
Matthew Hunley (Phyllis 
Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law)
Donna Jacak
Victor Jacak
Tom Jacobson
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s 
sister)
Maher Khalil
Thomas Khalil
Jacquelyn Kiiskila (Subdeacon John 
& Debby Pinta’s family member)
Dennis Kovach (Ken Kovach’s 
brother)
John Kovalski (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Joseph Laskowski (Dorothy 
Laskovich’s nephew)
Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s 
brother)

Melissa McCutcheon 
Jethro Miles
Paul Mihal
Andy Mytrohovich
Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 
sister)
Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 
mother) 
Anastasia Pogorily-Soljanik 
Cindy Powkowski
Kay Rogozinski (Janice Tkacz’s 
mother)
Dorothy Romig
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Jason Sasarak (nephew of Sonia 
Sasarak)
Debbie Seguin (friend of Leon Felon)
Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s 
mother)
Janice Tkacz
Mitchell Waite (Susie Steingass’s 
uncle)
Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Erin Zawolowycz
Peter Zimmerman
Alice Zdinak (Fr. John’s Mother)

David & Jessie Jacobson &
Unborn Child

Yohnathan & Melissa King 
(Alex & Debbie Wojnicz's 
daughter) & Unborn Child

Deacon Daniel & Mat. Jenn 
Boerio & Unborn Child
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

       
COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 

  
 
 
 Coffee Hour:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Greeters:                                    
    2/19/17
 
 Nick & Kate Zolikoff

 
 
 
 
 
 Paul Pangrace & Igor Gajewsky
    2/26/17
 
 Michael Tabeling & Michael Udell
 
 
 Mat. Jenn Boerio & Karen Felon
     3/5/17
 
 Lauren Miklos & Chanda Czaruk

 
       
Linda Smotzer & Sonia Vorell
    3/12/17
 
 Mat. Cindy Zdinak & The Van Sickles
 
 Igor Gajewsky & Michael Tabeling

    3/19/17
 
 Steve Rusnak & Jim Schwind
 
 
 
 Tammy & Eva Ponomarenko
    3/26/17
 
 Dan & Lavinia Morris
 
 
 
 
 
 Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
     4/2/17
 
 TBA
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Paul Pangrace & Michael Tabeling




 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


GOD’S GIFTS TO US - 
OUR GIFTS TO GOD

      

     Weekly expenses:     $ 6,538.00   
      Last week’s collection       $ 4,034.00                  
  Over/Under   <  $ 2,504.00  >          

FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick 
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms 

First program. We can always use your help by 
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10 
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping 

those in need. - Dan Morris 

 Dome Lighters
          
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be  made for The Health Of   

           or In Memory Of  your loved ones.  Contact the Parish Office if you are  interested.


 
 For the entire 2017 year: 


 
 In loving memory of Olga Fritskey


 
 from John & Ruth Fritskey
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Today’s Gospel reading is Matthew 25:31-46, 
the parable of the Last Judgment. It reminds 
us that while trusting in Christ’s love and 
mercy, we must not forget His righteous 
judgment when He comes again in glory. If 
our hearts remain hardened and unrepentant, 
we should not expect the Lord to overlook our 
transgressions simply because He is a good 
and loving God. Although He does not desire 
the death of a sinner, He also expects us to 
turn from our wickedness and live (Ezek. 
33:11). This same idea is expressed in the 
prayer read by the priest after the penitent has 
confessed his or her sins (Slavic practice).

The time for repentance and forgiveness is 
now, in the present life. At the Second Com-
ing, Christ will appear as the righteous Judge, 
Who will render to every man according to his 
deeds” (Rom. 2:6). Then the time for entreat-
ing God’s mercy and forgiveness will have 
passed.

As Father Alexander Schmemann reminds us 
in his book GREAT LENT (Ch. 1:4), sin is 
the absence of love, it is separation and isola-
tion. When Christ comes to judge the world, 
His criterion for judgment will be love. Chris-
tian love entails seeing Christ in other people, 
our family, our friends, and everyone else we 

may encounter in our lives. We shall be judged 
on whether we have loved, or not loved, our neighbor. We show Christian love when we feed the hungry, give 
drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, visit those who are sick or in prison. If we did such things for the least of 
Christ’s brethren, then we also did them for Christ (Mt.25:40). If we did not do such things for the least of the 
brethren, neither did we do them for Christ (Mt.25:45).
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Greater Cleveland Council  
of Orthodox Clergy  

 

Sunday of Orthodoxy 
Great Vespers  

March 5, 2017 
5:00 PM 

 

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral (OCA) 
733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland OH  44113 
 

 

Chief Celebrant and Homilist 
Metropolitan SAVAS  

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh  
 

 
 

Children are invited to bring Icons and  
participate in the procession 

 

 
 

Fellowship and refreshments in the Cathedral Hall 
following the service 
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WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE

2017Sunday, Feb. 19
SUNDAY OF THE
LAST JUDGMENT
APOSTLES OF THE 70
ARCHIPPUS AND PHILEMON,
AND MARTYR APPHIA
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
5:00 PM Boys’ Night Out @ Tremont
Taphouse

Monday, Feb. 20
ST. LEO, BISHOP OF CATANIA
ST. AGATHON, 
POPE OF ROME
7:00 PM Bible Study @ Parish Hall

Tuesday, Feb. 21
VEN. TIMOTHY
ST. EUSTATHIUS,
ABP. OF ANTIOCH

Wednesday, Feb. 22
RELICS OF HOLY MARTYRS
AT GATE OF EUGENIUS
AT CONSTANTINOPLE

Thursday, Feb. 23
HIEROMARTYR POLYCARP,
BISHOP OF SMYRNA
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment @
Copper Stone

Friday, Feb. 24
1ST AND 2ND FINDING
HONORABLE HEAD
OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Saturday, Feb. 25
ST. TARSIUS, 
ABP. OF CONSTANTINOPLE
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Feb. 26
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
ST. PORPHYRIUS,
BISHOP OF GAZA
MARTYR SEBASTIAN
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Forgiveness Vespers

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral

733 Starkweather Avenue


Cleveland, Ohio 44113    
                               FEBRUARY

     REMINDER:
Please be sure 
that cell phones 
are turned off
before entering 
the temple.     

FEBRUARY
Special Collection

 
 

THE DEANERY


