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FEBRUARY 3, 2019
RIGHTEOUS GOD-BEARER
SIMEON AND ANNA
THE PROPHETESS

GREATMARTYR THEODORE STRATELATES

Cell: 216. 554. 7282
- Protodeacon Daniel Boerio
- Subdeacon Theodore
Lentz, Sacristan
- Reader Julius Kovach,
Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster
- Reader Paul Pangrace,
Ambo Editor

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
* AMBO: Articles for
publication should be
submitted to:
sttheocemetery@yahoo.com

by Wednesday of each week
before noon.
* CALENDAR: Event dates
must be submitted by the
15th of each month.
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The Great Martyr Theodore Stratelates came from the city of Euchaita in Asia Minor. He was endowed with
many talents, and was handsome in appearance. For his charity God enlightened him with the knowledge of
Christian truth. The bravery of the saintly soldier was revealed after he, with the help of God, killed a giant
serpent living on a precipice in the outskirts of Euchaita. The serpent had devoured many people and animals,
terrorizing the countryside. Saint Theodore armed himself with a sword and vanquished it, glorifying the name of
Christ among the people.
For his bravery Saint Theodore was appointed military commander [stratelatos] in the city of Heraclea, where he
combined his military service with preaching the Gospel among the pagans subject to him. His gift of persuasion,
reinforced by his personal example of Christian life, turned many from their false gods. Soon, nearly all of
Heraclea had accepted Christianity.
During this time the emperor Licinius (311-324) began a fierce persecution against Christians. In an effort to
stamp out the new faith, he persecuted the enlightened adherents of Christianity, who were perceived as a threat
to paganism. Among these was Saint Theodore. Licinius tried to force Saint Theodore to offer sacrifice to the
pagan gods. The saint invited Licinius to come to him with his idols so both of them could offer sacrifice before
the people.
Blinded by his hatred for Christianity, Licinius trusted the words of the saint, but he was disappointed. Saint
Theodore smashed the gold and silver statues into pieces, which he then distributed to the poor. Thus he
demonstrated the vain faith in soulless idols, and also displayed Christian charity.
Saint Theodore was arrested and subjected to fierce and refined torture. He was dragged on the ground, beaten
with iron rods, had his body pierced with sharp spikes, was burned with fire, and his eyes were plucked out.
Finally, he was crucified. Varus, the servant of Saint Theodore, barely had the strength to write down the
incredible torments of his master.
God, however, in His great mercy, willed that the death of Saint Theodore should be as fruitful for those near
him as his life was. An angel healed the saint’s wounded body and took him down from the cross. In the
morning, the imperial soldiers found him alive and unharmed. Seeing with their own eyes the infinite might of
the Christian God, they were baptized not far from the place of the unsuccessful execution.
Thus Saint Theodore became “like a day of splendor” for those pagans dwelling in the darkness of idolatary, and
he enlightened their souls “with the bright rays of his suffering.” Unwilling to escape martyrdom for Christ, Saint
Theodore voluntarily surrendered himself to Licinius, and discouraged the Christians from rising up against the
torturer, saying, “Beloved, halt! My Lord Jesus Christ, hanging upon the Cross, restrained the angels and did not
permit them to take revenge on the race of man.”
Going to execution, the holy martyr opened up the prison doors with just a word and freed the prisoners from
their bonds. People who touched his robe were healed instantly from sicknesses, and freed from demonic
possession. By order of the emperor, Saint Theodore was beheaded by the sword. Before his death he told Varus,
“ Do not fail to record the day of my death, and bury my body in Euchaita.” He also asked to be remembered
each year on this date. Then he bent his neck beneath the sword, and received the crown of martyrdom which he
had sought. This occurred on February 8, 319, on a Saturday, at the third hour of the day.
Saint Theodore is regarded as the patron saint of soldiers. He is also commemorated on June 8.
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BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 3
Feb. 3 1 Tim. 1:15-17
Matt. 15:21-28

Feb. 5 James 3:1-10
Mark 11:11-23

Feb. 4 James 2:14-26
Mark 10:46-52

Feb. 6 James 3:11-4:6
Mark 11:22-26

Feb. 8 1 Peter 1:1-2,10-12;
2:6-10
Mark 12:1-12
Feb. 9 1 Thess. 5:14-23
Luke 17:3-10

Feb. 7 James 4:7-5:9
Mark 11:27-33

I wish to thank everyone for their most
generous support of St. Vladimir Camp
through the purchase of maple syrup. There
are a few bottles left. They are available upon
request (216-371-1173). Our purpose is to
grow the camp in order to enrich the summer
options for Orthodox children. - Leon Sheean

Yearly contribution letters were mailed out
early last week. If you discover that any
amount on your letter is incorrect, whether it
be the yearly total or the total of any particular
month, please contact the Parish Oﬃce at
216-741-1310 to have a new letter drafted.
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We have an update on the status of the proposal to change the
existing dome lighting to LED:
We now have pricing for the complete project, including labor
and a new time clock, as follows:
PROPOSED PROJECT COST
A total of 12 fixtures approximately $1,500/ea. = $18,000.00
Mounting brackets, a new time clock, labor and 85’ lift rental =
$18,000.00
TOTAL PROJECT COST: $36,000.00
To-date, we have received donations amounting to $7,000.00. We
continue to seek your support. However, we will not begin the
project until we have 75% of the funds in-hand. Therefore, we will
be taking donations in the form of pledges.
Michael & Joyce Tabeling and Fr. John are available to answer
any questions you may have.
(to clarify: the image above is a computer generated image of the
proposed new lighting)
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Departed:
Ill Afflicted &

Special Intentions:
Fr. Basil Stoyka
Matushka Susanne Senyo
Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan
Archpriest Theodore Bobosh
Child Katie Repasky (friend of Fr.
John)
Child Mary Kate Zweidunger
Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann Kovach)
Lyndsey (friend of Melissa
McCutcheon)
Julia
Dan Aleksandrovic
Mollie Aleksandrovic
Christopher Baymiller (friend of
Paul Pangrace)
Paula Baymiller (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Debbie Bazelides (Judy Schwind’s
cousin)
Carol Bohurjak
Marie Borland
Sandra Brello
Gregory Cervo
Elsie Conrad
Arlene Czajkowski
Jerry Czajkowski
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia Morris’s
brother)
Debra Ellis
Gregory Galan
Joseph Gammalo
Aleksei Green
Don Hinkle
Janet Hostelley

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis
Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law)
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s sister)
Lacey Kihn (friend of Michael Udell)
Mara Kilbane (Melissa
McCutcheon’s granddaughter)
John Kovalski (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Kathy Kuzmins
Janet Laganiak (cousin to Pogorily
family)
Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s
brother)
Melissa McCutcheon
Michael McCutcheon
Marguerite Mihal (Paul Mihal’s
mother)
Paul Mihal
Natalya Miller (Arlene Neale’s
great-niece)
Andrew Mytrohovich
Bert Nielsen (Paul Pangrace’s
brother-in-law)
Carol Nielsen (Paul Pangrace’s
sister)
Daniel O’Donnell
Pat O’Donnell
Patricia Owens
Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
sister)
Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
mother)

Tala Pavicic
James Peter Petkac
Anastasia Pogorily
James Marshall Prock
Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s
daughter)
Joseph Rusynyk
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Andrew Sykaluk
Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s
mother)
Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia
Mytrohovich)
Janice Tkacz
Gregory Verbick (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen
Felon)
Robert Walsh (friend of The Felons)
Colleen Walsh (friend of the The
Felons)
Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Malcolm Wright (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Erin Zawolowycz
Theodore Zolikoff (Nick Zolikoff’s
father)
Jeremy (Nisi Pozderac’s son) and
Yvonne Pozderac & Unborn Child
Michael & Sarah Boerio & Unborn
Child
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Welcome Visitors

Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion,
everyone is welcome to partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy.
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES
Coffee Hour:
2/3/19
2/10/19
2/17/19
2/24/19
3/3/19
3/10/19
3/17/19

Greeters:

Cathy Weber & Mat. Jenn Boerio
Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind
Paul & Deborah Finley
Dan & Lavinia Morris
Michael Tabeling & Michael Udell
Mat. Cindy Zdinak & Tammy Ponomarenko
Paul & Deborah Finley

Tammy & Eva Ponomarenko
The Eppele Family
Mat. Jenn Boerio & Paul Pangrace
Linda Smotzer & Michael Tabeling
Igor Gajewsky & Sonia Vorell
Paul Pangrace & Karen Felon
Sonia Vorell & Michael Tabeling

FOOD PANTRY
Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms
First program. We can always use your help by
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping
those in need. - Dan Morris

Dome Lighters
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be made for The Health Of
or In Memory Of your loved ones. Contact the Parish Office if you are interested.
For the entire 2019 year:
In loving memory of Olga Fritskey
from John & Ruth Fritskey
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Where Does Temptation
Come From?
This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are available at http://dce.oca.org.

The writer of the Epistle or Letter of James is traditionally identified as
James, the "brother" or relative of the Lord, who was the first Bishop
of Jerusalem.
James 1: 1-18 he addresses his words to "the twelve tribes in the
Dispersion." This phrase might appear to refer specifically to the people of
Israel, the Jews who are "dispersed" and living in various areas of the world.
But James describes himself as a "servant of God and of the Lord Jesus
Christ." So the phrase he uses is really a description of the Church, which is
the new Israel, dispersed in a pagan society. Christians are pilgrims and
sojourners, whose true home is not in this world. The First Letter of Peter
similarly addresses members of the Church as "the exiles of the Dispersion"
(I:1.1)
In the next verse of his letter, James acknowledges that Christians will face
trials. These should be counted as "all joy" because they test faith, and those
who are steadfast in the test will come to be "perfect and complete" as
followers of Christ.
James then assures his readers that God will provide the wisdom needed to
withstand those trials to anyone who asks. All that's required of us is that we
ask with faith that He is able and willing to provide what we need. If we ask while doubting all the while that He can
really help us (James calls this being "double-minded") we can't expect to receive any real help; we are like a wave of
the sea "driven and tossed by the wind." We need to make a solid commitment to God, and then act with unwavering
faith in Him.
Nobody living in the fallen world and trying to follow Jesus Christ will be free from temptation. James acknowledges
this, but he cautions that nobody should ever, in the midst of temptation, say that the temptation comes from God. God
does not tempt anyone.
The source of our temptations, James says, is our own desires, misdirected and allowed by us to lure us into places we
should not go. God has given us desires and appetites, and they can either be used in a healthy way or a destructive
way. The choice is ours and so is the responsibility.
If temptation doesn't come from God, what does come from Him? Verse 17a contains the answer in words that we say
as part of the Divine Liturgy: "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights."
The next part of that verse tells us that in God "there is no variation or shadow due to change." This God who calls us to
be constant is constant Himself; we can rely forever on that. He has "brought us forth by the word of truth that we
should be a kind of first fruits of His creatures." That is a manifestation of His love for us—a love we can also rely on
forever.
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Sunday, Feb. 3
RIGHTEOUS GOD-BEARER SIMEON
AND ANNA THE PROPHETESS
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2019
REMINDER:
Please be sure
that cell phones
are turned oﬀ
before entering
the temple.

Monday, Feb. 4
VEN. ISIDORE OF PELESIUM
VEN. CYRIL OF NOVOYEZERSK

Tuesday, Feb. 5
ST. THEODOSIUS,
ARCHBISHOP OF CHERNIGOV

FEBRUARY

Wednesday, Feb. 6

Special Collection

ST. BUCOLUS, BP. OF SMYRNA
ST. PHOTIUS, PATRIARCH
OF CONSTANTINOPLE

THE DEANERY

Thursday, Feb. 7
ST. PARTHENIUS
NEW HIERMOMARTYR PETER,
ARCHBISHOP OF VORONEZH
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment @
Copper Stone

Friday, Feb. 8
GREATMARTYR THEODORE
STRATELATES (THE GENERAL)
PROPHET ZECHARIAH

Saturday, Feb. 9
MARTYR NICEPHORUS
ST. INNOCENT, BP. OF IRKUTSK
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Feb. 10
HIEROMARTYR HARALAMBOS
MARTYRS PORPHYRIUS,
BAPTUS AND COMPANIONS
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
FEBRUARY
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