ST. THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Mailing:

733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

T 216. 741. 1310

F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

- Archpriest John Zdinak,
Dean

dean@sttheodosius.org
Cell: 216. 554. 7282

- Dn. Daniel Boerio

- Subdeacon Theodore
Lentz, Sacristan

- Reader Julius Kovach,
Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

- Casandra Vasu,
Office Administrator
Office Hours, M-F
9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Divine Services

Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

* AMBO: Articles for publi-
cation should be submitted

to:_sttheocemetery @yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week

before noon.
* CALENDAR: Event dates

must be submitted by the
15th of each month.

FEBRUARY 9, 2014

SUNDAY OF THE
PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE

ST. ALEKSY, MET. MOSCOW

FEBRUARY 12
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Saint Alexis, Metropolitan of Moscow and All Russia the Wonderworker (in the world Eleutherius), was born in
the year 1292 (or according to another source, 1304) at Moscow into the family of the noble Theodore Byakont, a
descendant of the Chernigov princely line.

The Lord revealed to the future saint his lofty destiny from early childhood. At twelve years of age Eleutherius
went to a field and set nets to ensnare birds. He dozed off and suddenly he heard a voice: “Alexis! Why do you
toil in vain? You are to be a catcher of people.”

From this day on the boy abandoned childish games and spent much time in solitude. He frequently visited
church, and when he was fifteen he decided to become a monk.

In 1320, he entered Moscow’s Theophany monastery, where he spent more than twelve years in strict monastic
struggles. The renowned ascetics of the monastery, the Elders Gerontius and St Stephen (July 14), brother of St
Sergius of Radonezh, were guides for him and his companions.

Metropolitan Theognostus, who had taken notice of the virtuous life and spiritual gifts of St Alexis, bade the fu-
ture saint to leave the monastery and manage the ecclesiastical courts. The saint fulfilled this office for twelve
years. Towards the end of 1350, Metropolitan Theognostus had Alexis consecrated as Bishop of Vladimir. After
the death of the metropolitan, he became his successor in the year 1354.

During this period the Russian Church was torn by great rifts and quarrels, in part because of the pretensions of
Metropolitan Romanus of Lithuania and Volhynia. In 1356, in order to put an end to the troubles and distur-
bances, the saint went to Constantinople to the Ecumenical Patriarch. Patriarch Callistus gave St Alexis the right
to both be called and to consider himself Archbishop of Kiev and Great Russia with the title, “All-Venerable Met-
ropolitan and Exarch.”

On the return journey, during a storm at sea, the ship was in danger of shipwreck. St Alexis prayed and vowed to
build a temple to the saint of that day on which the ship should come to shore. The storm subsided, and the ship
arrived on August 16. Moscow delightedly came out to meet the saint.

In spite of problems on every side, St Alexis devoted himself to his flock: he appointed bishops, he established
cenobitic monasteries (on the model of the Trinity Lavra, founded by St Sergius), and he brought order to Rus-
sian relations with the Khans of the Horde. The saint journeyed more than once to the Golden Horde. In 1357 the
Khan told the Great Prince that the saint should come to him and heal the blindness of Taidulla, his wife.

“This is beyond my powers,” said St Alexis, “but I believe that God, Who gave sight to the blind, will also aid
me.” Through his prayer, and after being sprinkled with holy water, the wife of the Khan was healed.

When Great Prince Ioann died, his young son Demetrius (the future saint), still a minor, was taken under the
saint’s guardianship. The holy bishop had much toil in reconciling and appeasing princes obstinatly refusing to
accept the authority of Moscow. Nor did the metropolitan neglect the work of organizing new monasteries.

In 1361 he founded the Icon of the Savior Not-Made-by-Hands monastery at the Yauza in Moscow (Andronikov,
the disciple of St Sergius, was the first igumen of the monastery), fulfilling the vow he had made on his return
journey from Constantinople, when the ship was in danger.

He also founded the Chudov monastery in the Moscow Kremlin. Ancient monasteries were restored: the Annun-
ciation monastery at Nizhni-Novgorod, and Sts Constantine and Helen at Vladimir. In 1361 a women’s cenobitic
monastery was named for him (the Alekseev).

St Alexis reached the advanced age of seventy-eight, having spent twenty-four years upon the metropolitan ca-
thedra. He reposed on February 12, 1378 and was buried in accord with his last wishes at the Chudov monastery.
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His relics were uncovered in a miraculous manner fifty years later, after which the memory of the great holy hi-
erarch and man of prayer began to be celebrated.

St Alexis is also commemorated on May 20 (Uncovering of his relics) and on October 5.

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 9

Feb. 9 2 Tim. 3:10-15 Feb. 11 2 Peter 2:9-22 Feb. 14 1 John 2:7-17
Luke 18:10-14 Mark 13:14-23 Mark 14:3-9
Feb. 10 2 Peter 1:20-2:9 Feb. 12 2 Peter 3:1-18 Feb. 15 2 Tim. 3:1-9
Mark 13:9-13 Mark 13:24-31 Luke 20:46-21:4

Feb. 13 1 John 1:8-2:6
Mark 13:31-14:2

BEGINNING
TO PRAY

Eastern Orthodox Women’s Guild Book Review Meeting

Saturday, February 22nd at 9:00 AM
St. Matthew the Evangelist in North Royalton
Call 440-528-5673 for any questions
We will be discussing ‘Beginning to Pray’ by
Met. Anthony Bloom

ANTHONY_BLOOM
.ﬂﬁ.‘l »i

Yearly contribution letters were mailed out
about two weeks ago. If you discover that any
amount on your letter is incorrect, whether it
be the yearly total or the total of any particular
month, please contact the Parish Office at
216-741-1310 to have a new letter drafted.

—— R
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Dear Brothers and Sisters:

Let us love one another as Christ loves us! As you know, we have
a Thursday morning Faith Enrichment study class that meets at
Ridge Manor. This class is mostly retirees. | know there are oth-

ers who work that would like to participate in a similar class.

With Fr. John’s blessing, | would like to start an evening bible
study class for those working during the day.

| will need some input from those interested such as day of the

week, time of class and location. Please use the form below to

indicate choices of day, time and location. Also, put your name
and phone number for contact information.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this endeavor.

Yours in Christ,
Subdeacon Leon Felon

§Phone Number:

BB

__ Tuesday _ Wednesday __ Thursday

%Time:
__6:00-8:00PM __ 7:00-9:00 PM

iLocation:

__ Ridge Manor __ Church Hall
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Departed:

Magdalena Imre
01-17-14

11l Afflicted &
Special Intentions:

Mat. Vera Proctor
Mat. May Ozone
Mat. Catherine Jula
Mother Anna

Sr. Anastasia
Margarete

Michael

Betty Balasz

Ralph Barbato

Judy Baughman
Carol Bohurjak
Thomas Bohurjak, Jr.
Frank Byndas
Navada Coneley
Elsie Conrad

John Conrad
Christine Crichton
Laina Dachtyl

Horia Dascalescu
(Lavinia’s Brother)
Cindy Durkalski
Bernice Ferencz
Vladimir Fowler
Frank Fox (Son of Carol
Machaskee)

Thomas Gajewsky
Kathy Garlesky
Julia Grabowski
Roger Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s
Cousin)

PRAYER REQUESTS

Sandee Holod

Matthew Hungley (Brother-in-law of
Phyllis Gindlesperger)

Donna Jacak

Victor Jacak

Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Diane Kearsey

(Janice Tkacz’s Sister)

Elaine Kelley (Mary Ann
Silberhorn’s sister)

John Kovalski (Friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Dorothy Laskovich

Paul Laskovich

Elise Manella

Anna Mysiw (Friend and Neighbor
of Helen Antonik)

Christine O’Connell (Friend of
Joseph Crichton)

Benji Okrafo-Smart (Friend of Paul
Pangrace and parishioner of Fr.
Andrew)

Karen Ohlin (Tatiana Boyczewski’s
daughter-in-law’s mother)

Maude Palumbo (Michelle Rajisch’s
Mother)

Grace Parhamovich

(Karen Felon’s Mother)

Donna Pelton

John A. Petkac (Gartman)

Peter and Gina Petkac (Judy
Gartman’s Brother & Sister-in-law)
Cindy Powkowski

: Pre-Lenten Boy's Night Out will be on:
. Meatfare Sunday, February 23rd at :
: 5:00 PM. Location to follow. See Dan :
: Morris to join. All men are welcome! :

Marshall Prock

Joseph Rusynyk

Fr. James Ryerson (friend of Paul
Pangrace & Joseph Crichton)
Julia Sankovic (Child)

Mary Ann Silberhorn

Janice Tkacz

Donald Tipka

Elisabeth Wright (Friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Erin Zawolowycz

Elaine Zdinak

Elizabeth Zdinak

Gaby & Lea El Khoury &
Unborn Child

Natalie & Geoff Kenny &
Unborn Child

Gabriel & Shyanne Tabeling &
Unborn Child

Ryan and Marcie (Jim and Judy
Schwind’s daughter) Handley &
Unborn Child

Derrick & Bethany Shaw &
Unborn Child

Congratulations:

To newly baptized and chrismated
Emmy Kate Mitchell
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion,
everyone is welcome to partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy.
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES

Coffee Hour:
2/9/14 Nick & Kate Zolikoff
2/16/14 Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk
2/23/14 Mary Swit & Tammy Ponomarenko

/)

)
L)

Greeters:

Michael Tabeling & Sonia Vorell

Karen Felon & Virginia Medvec

Mat. Jennifer Boerio & Tammy Ponomarenko

Q D 3/2/14 Cathy Weber & Mat. Jennifer Boerio Nina & Elizabeth Antonik

,—/5” 3/9/14 Karen Felon
3/16/14 Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind
3/23/14 Dan & Lavinia Morris

60D’S GIETS TO US -
OUR GIETS TO 60D
Weekly expenses: $ 6,538.00

Last week’s collection $4,515.00
Over/Under < $2,023.00 >

.,b]
:" i}‘; =
1T

Sonia Vorell & Linda Smotzer
Michael Tabeling & Paul Pangrace
Karen Felon & Paul Pangrace

FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms
First program. We can always use your help by
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping
those in need. - Dan Morris

) Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be made for The Health Of
or In Memory Of your loved ones. Contact the Parish Office if you are interested.
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Is Anything Not a Gift? Cm%DMdﬁﬁ

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are available at http://dce.oca.org.

On February 9th the Church remembers the Hieromartyr
Peter Damascene, a man who saw God in everything. He
took every event as God's gracious gift, including the
terrible things that happened to him.

Peter Damascene (meaning "of Damascus") lived in the 12th
century, under Islamic rule. He was known as a great reader who
loved to gain wisdom and knowledge. Yet he lived in such utter
simplicity, with so little interest in worldly possessions, that he
never actually owned or wanted to own a book. He borrowed
books he wanted to read from friends, and then cheerfully
returned them, having no desire to build an impressive library.

His reading made him a wise person with much knowledge. Yet
he knew that reading, in and of itself, is of limited value. He
wrote: "We need knowledge based on experience...if we wish to
attain knowledge of God mere reading or listening is not
enough."

He expanded on this idea of the need for experience in these
words: "Man is free to receive the sun's rays or not. God sends
the light of knowledge like rays to all, but He also gives us faith
like an eye. The one who wants to receive knowledge through
faith, keeps it by his works, and so God gives him more willingness, knowledge and power." All these gifts--faith,
willingness, knowledge, power—he wanted human beings to thank God for.

His conviction that "works" and "experience" are of the utmost important led Saint Peter to brave, dangerous acts. He
spoke out and defended the Christian faith powerfully. His words carried the certainty that his extensive reading, done
with faith, had given him. His hearers were convinced that he spoke the truth and followed the true God.

Saint Peter became a highly respected leader among fellow Christians. But he suffered exile and physical punishment
at the hands of the Islamic government, which dealt harshly with those who dared to say that Islam is inferior to
Christianity and not the true faith. He paid a great price for his witness to Christ.

Saint Peter Damascene's writings are among the treasures of the Orthodox Church. It is in these writings that he most
clearly lays out his belief that everything is a divine gift. Wealth is given so that a person can be merciful to others;
poverty is given to engender patience; clumsiness is given for humility; health is given to so that a person can help the
infirm. Everything, even great difficulty, is a gift, given by God for our salvation.

On Saturday of this week we read Luke 21:4, the story of the poor widow who is observed by Christ as she makes her
offering to the Temple treasury. He says that with her small gift she has offered more than all the rich people who gave
a lot, because she has put in all she had.

Saint Peter Damascene would understand an offering like the widow's, one which cost her so much. He would know
that she was giving back to God in gratitude for all He had given her. He would recognize her as another person who,
like himself, knew that there is not anything that is not a gift.
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WEEKLY

SCHEDULE

Sunday, Feb. 9 2014 Thursday, Feb. 13
SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN VEN. MARTINIAN
AND PHARISEE VEN. SIMEON
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy REMINDER: THE MYRRHGUSHER
Altar Guild Meeting following Please be sure 11:00 AM Faith Enrichment @
Divine Liturgy that cell phones Ridge Manor
Church School Meeting between @ are turned off
Parents and Teachers also following :’;:‘;re?ne;}:""g Friday, Feb. 14
Divine Liturgy in the Cathedral VEN. AUXENTIUS

REPOSE OF ST. CYRIL,
Monday, Feb. 10 TEACHER OF THE SLAVS
HIEROMART. HARALAMBOS
VIRGIN MARTYRS ENNATHA FEBRUARY Saturday, Feb. 15
VALENTINA & PAULA Special Collection APOSTLE ONESIMUS

I O C C OF THE 70

Tuesday, Feb. 11 UL VEN. EUPHROSYNE
HIEROMARTYR BLAISE 6:00 PM Great Vespers

VEN. DIMITRI OF PRILUKI

Sunday, Feb. 16
SUNDAY OF THE
PRODIGAL SON

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, Feb. 12
ST. MELETIUS,

ABP. OF ANTIOCH

ST. ALEKSY, MET. MOSCOW

Fast-Free Week

-

i
X

. 733 Starkweather Avenue
" Cleveland, Ohio 44113

~ St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
:}%

FEBRUARY
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