ST. THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Mailing:

733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

T 216. 741. 1310

F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

- Archpriest John Zdinak,
Dean

dean @sttheodosius.org
Cell: 216. 554. 7282

- Protodeacon Daniel Boerio
- Father Jacob Van Sickle

- Subdeacon Theodore
Lentz, Sacristan

- Reader Julius Kovach,
Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

- Reader Paul Pangrace,
Ambo Editor

Divine Services

Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

* AMBO: Articles for publi-
cation should be submitted

to:_sttheocemetery @yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week

before noon.
* CALENDAR: Event dates

must be submitted by the
15th of each month.

JANUARY 1, 2017

SUNDAY BEFORE
THEOPHANY

CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST
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On the eighth day after His Nativity, our Lord Jesus Christ was circumcised in accordance with the Old Testa-
ment Law. All male infants underwent circumcision as a sign of God’s Covenant with the holy Forefather Abra-
ham and his descendants (Gen. 17:10-14, Lev. 12:3).

After this ritual the Divine Infant was given the name Jesus, as the Archangel Gabriel declared on the day of the
Annunciation to the Most Holy Theotokos (Luke 1:31-33, 2:21). The Fathers of the Church explain that the Lord,
the Creator of the Law, underwent circumcision in order to give people an example of how faithfully the divine
ordinances ought to be fulfilled. The Lord was circumcised so that later no one would doubt that He had truly
assumed human flesh, and that His Incarnation was not merely an illusion, as certain heretics (Docetists) taught.

In the New Testament, the ritual of circumcision gave way to the Mystery of Baptism, which it prefigured (Col.
2:11-12). Accounts of the Feast of the Circumcision of the Lord continue in the Eastern Church right up through
the fourth century. The Canon of the Feast was written by Saint Stephen of the Saint Sava Monastery (October
28 and July 13).

In addition to circumcision, which the Lord accepted as a sign of God’s Covenant with mankind, He also re-
ceived the Name Jesus (Savior) on the eighth day after His Nativity as an indication of His service, the work of
the salvation of the world (Mt.1:21; Mark 9:38-39, 16:17; Luke 10:17; Acts 3:6, 16; Phil 2:9-10). These two
events, the Lord’s Circumcision and Naming, remind Christians that they have entered into a New Covenant with
God and “are circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh
by the circumcision of Christ” (Col. 2:11). The very name “Christian” is a sign of mankind’s entrance into a New
Covenant with God.

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 1

Jan.1 2Tim 4:5-8 Jan. 3 Heb. 4:1-13 Jan. 6 Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Mark 1:1-8 Luke 19:45-48 Matt. 3:13-17

Jan. 2 Heb. 3:5-11, 17-19 Jan. 4 Heb. 5:11-6:8 Jan. 7 Acts 19:1-8
Luke 19:37-44 Luke 20:1-8 John 1:29-34

Jan. 5 1 Cor. 9:19-27
Luke 3:1-18
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion,
everyone is welcome to partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy.
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES

; 'x% Coffee Hour: Greeters:
) 4 1117 Mat. Cindy Zdinak & The Van Sickles Igor Gajewsky & Michael Tabeling
\__,_( \ 1/8/17 Naira Chovelidze Nina & Elizabeth Antonik

1/15/17 Steve Rusnak & Jim Schwind
AV /E 1/22/17 Dan & Lavinia Morris
&,—_2\ 1/29/17 Joy & David Pfeiffer
2/5117 Cathy Weber & Mat. Jenn Boerio
2112117 Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind

60D’S GIETS TO US -
OdR GIETS TO 60D
Weekly expenses: $ 6,538.00

Last week’s collection $ 8,170.00
Over/Under < $1,632.00 >

Linda Smotzer & Sonia Vorell

Paul Pangrace & Michael Tabeling
Igor Gajewsky & Karen Felon
Tammy & Eva Ponomarenko

Nina & Elizabeth Antonik

FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms
First program. We can always use your help by
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping
those in need. - Dan Morris

Done Jqéz‘ezd
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be made for The Health Of
or In Memory Of your loved ones. Contact the Parish Office if you are interested.
For the entire 2017 year:

In loving memory of Olga Fritskey
from John & Ruth Fritskey
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Please take notice
There will be no meeting

There will be a men's group meeting and g
fellowship night on January 10th, 2017 at i i

Copper Stone Event Center at 6:30 PM. Light f*’ S a ‘1 e

dinner will be provided for $10.00. Cash Bar.

f’?
We would like to develop a calendar / 'b he

for 2017. Please bring your ideas. ‘
This will be our LAST ATTEMPT at forming a \ d a'b
functional working men's group, so if you are in- ‘*’»ﬂﬂ,’ o
terested please RSVP by January 8th to Wayne e

Vidovich or Deacon Dan Boerio.
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Women as True Witnesses Cﬁﬁﬂ%nm%ﬁ%

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are available at http://dce.oca.org.

On January 4 the Church gives equal honor to each of the
ISeventy Apostles, and the icon for the day shows them all
ogether. This grouping of saints is called a "synaxis."

#On this day we also commemorate apostles by name. Among
hese is the Apostle and Evangelist Luke, writer of the third
Gospel and of the Book of Acts. In these days just before the
Feast of Theophany, when a multitude will witness the Father's
W ¢ proclamation of His Son's lordship, the Gospel of Luke is
“especially interesting to read. This is because Luke records
several instances in which women witness to the lordship of
T Christ, often while those around them doubt or scoff.

In a well-known event, a Pharisee invites Jesus to dinner, and
'while they are at the table a sinful woman comes and anoints His

eet with oil (7: 36-50). She knows Him to be the true Prophet,
he One who has compassion and power to forgive her sins. But
he Pharisee considers Jesus' acceptance of her gesture to be
proof that He isn't a real prophet, because a real prophet would
have known "who and what kind of woman this is."

Luke writes about a different kind of witness when he describes Jesus' visit to the home of Mary and Martha (10:

38-42). Martha accepts the usual role of women—to serve guests, and to do all the things that certainly are necessary to
maintain a household. Jesus doesn't rebuke her for this, but He lets Mary witness to a wonderful additional truth:

women can also be His disciples, sitting at His feet to take in His teaching. In fact, He calls this "the better part." It isn't
only open to Mary, of course, but to every person.

While teaching in a synagogue (13: 10-17), Jesus is approached by a woman who has suffered from a crippling spirit
for eighteen years. She is a witness to His divine compassion; when He heals her she immediately stands straight and
praises God.

The leader of the synagogue completely dismisses her witness, caring only that Jesus has violated the law by curing on
the sabbath day. But Jesus answers that anyone will "work" on the sabbath day by giving an animal water. Should not
much more a "daughter of Abraham" be set free from the bonds of Satan on that day? His loving—and
practical—answer makes the crowd express joy at the wonderful things He is doing.

Luke also tells us that the women at the tomb (24: 1-12) have no trouble believing the "men in dazzling clothes" they
meet there, who remind them of Jesus' words about His death and resurrection. It is the apostles, the men closest to

Jesus, who dismiss the women's witness as an "idle tale."

These same apostles, after witnessing the Ascension, will devote themselves to prayer (Acts 1: 8-14). They will be
joined by women, including the Theotokos, who have been witnessing all along.
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WEEKLY
SCHEDULE

Sunday, Jan. 1 2017 Thursday, Jan. 5
SUNDAY BEFORE HIEROMARTYR THEOPEMPTUS
AND MARTYR THEONAS
THEOPHANY REMINDER: VEN. SYNCLETICA
CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST Please be sure 9:00 AM Vesperal Divine Liturgy
ST. BASIL THE GREAT that cell phones . .
. . . . are turned off 6.00 PM Vlgll & Great BleSSIng
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy before entering of Water
the temple. No Faith Enrichment
Monday, Jan. 2
VEN. SERAPHIM OF SAROV Friday, Jan. 6
s .
|S=IS Ifg:—)‘fgg'in“é THEOPHANY OF OUR
i i LORD AND SAVIOR
Parish Office Closed JAN UARY JESUS CHRIST
. . 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, Jan. 3 Special Collection
PROPHET MALACHI Saturda Jan. 7
MARTYR GORDIUS THE DEANERY s A

VEN. GENEVIEVE OF PARIS THE BAPTIST

6:00 PM Great Vespers
Wednesday, Jan. 4

SYNAXIS 70 APOSTLES

VEN. THEOCTISTUS Sunday’ Jan. 8

SUNDAY AFTER

THEOPHANY
VEN. GEORGE CHOZEBITE
VEN. DOMNICA

ST. EMILIAN, CONFESSOR
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

~ St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
- 733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

JANUARY
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