ST. THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Mailing:

733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

T 216. 741. 1310

F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

- Archpriest John Zdinak,
Dean

dean@sttheodosius.org
Cell: 216. 554. 7282

- Dn. Daniel Boerio

- Subdeacon Theodore
Lentz, Sacristan

- Reader Julius Kovach,
Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

- Casandra Vasu,
Office Administrator
Office Hours, M-F
9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Divine Services

Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

* AMBO: Articles for publi-
cation should be submitted

to:_sttheocemetery @yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week

before noon.
* CALENDAR: Event dates

must be submitted by the
15th of each month.

JANUARY 26, 2014
VEN. XENOPHON, MARY,
ARCADIUS & JOHN
RT. BLV. DAVID OF GEORGIA

DAVID OF GEORGIA

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral Ambo - Page 1


http://www.sttheodosius.org
http://www.sttheodosius.org
mailto:dean@sttheodosius.org
mailto:dean@sttheodosius.org
mailto:dean@sttheodosius.org
mailto:dean@sttheodosius.org
mailto:sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
mailto:sttheocemetery@yahoo.com

At the end of the 11th century the Georgian Church underwent a trial of physically and spiritually catastrophic
proportions.

The Seljuk sultan, Jalal al-Dawlah Malik Shah (1073-1092), captured the village of Samshvilde, imprisoned its
leader, Ioane Orbeliani, son of Liparit, ravaged Kvemo (Lower) Kartli, and finally captured all of Georgia, de-
spite the isolated victories of King Giorgi II (1072-1089). The fearful Georgians fled their homes to hide in the
mountains and forests.

Tempted and deeply distressed by the difficult times, the nation that had once vowed its unconditional love for
Christ began to fall into sin and corruption. People of all ages and temperaments sinned against God and turned
to the path of perdition. God manifested His wrath toward the Georgian people by sending a terrible earthquake
that devastated their Paschal celebrations.

In the year 1089, during this period of devastation and despair, King Giorgi II abdicated, designating his sixteen-
year-old only son, Davit (later known as “the Restorer”), heir to the throne. It is written that the Heavenly Father

said: I have found David My servant, with My holy oil have I annointed him (Ps. 88:19).

The newly crowned King Davit took upon himself enormous responsibility for the welfare of the Church. He
supported the efforts of the Council of Ruisi-Urbnisi to restore and reinforce the authority of the Georgian
Church and suppress the conceited feudal lords and unworthy clergymen. During King Davit’s reign, the gov-
ernment’s most significant activities were carried out for the benefit of the Church. At the same time, the Council
of Ruisi-Urbnisi reasserted the vital role of the Orthodox Faith in rescuing the Georgian people from the godless
mire into which they had sunk.

Foremost among King Davit’s goals at the beginning of his reign was the repatriation of those who had fled
Georgia during the Turkish rule. The king summoned his noblemen and began to reunify the nation. The king’s
efforts to reunify Georgia began in the eastern region of Kakheti-Hereti, but the Turks and traitorous feudal lords
were unwilling to surrender the power they had gained in the area. Nevertheless, King Davit’s army was in God’s
hands, and the Georgians fought valiantly against the massive Turkish army. King Davit himself fought like any
other soldier: three of his horses were killed, but he mounted a fourth to finish the fight with a fantastic victory.
The Turkish presence was eliminated from his country.

Soon, however, the uncompromising Seljuk sultan Mehmed (Muhammad) I of Baghdad (1105-1118) ordered an
army of one hundred thousand soldiers to march on Georgia. When King Davit heard of the enemy’s approach,
he immediately assembled a force of fifteen hundred men and led them towards Trialeti. A battle began in the
early morning, and with God’s help the enemy was defeated. Simultaneously, the king’s adviser, Giorgi of
Chqgondidi, (Giorgi of Chqondidi was King Davit’s teacher and closest adviser. He held the post of chancellor-
procurator. At the council of Ruisi-Urbnisi, King Davit introduced a new law, combining the office of chancellor-
procurator with the archbishopric of Chqondidi, the most influential episcopate in Georgia.) recaptured the town
of Rustavi, and in 1115 the Georgian army recovered the ravine of the Mtkvari River. One year later, the Turks,
who had been encamped between the towns of Karnipori and Basiani, were banished from the country. The
“Great Wars” continued, and the holy king was crowned with new victories. Davit’s son Demetre (later the ven-
erable Damiane), a young man distinguished in “wisdom, holiness, appearance and courage,” was a great asset to
his father. The prince led a war on Shirvan, captured Kaladzori, and returned to his father with slaves and great
riches, the spoils of war in those days. One year later, the villages of Lore and Agarani were rejoined to Georgia.

In spite of his victories, King Davit knew that it would be difficult for his meager army to protect the recovered
cities and fortresses, while continuing to serve as a permanent military force. Thus it became necessary to estab-
lish a separate, permanent standing army. The wise king planned to draft men from among the Qipchaks, a north-
ern Caucasian tribe, to form this army. He was well acquainted with the character of these people, and confident
that they were brave and seasoned in war. Furthermore, Davit’s wife, Queen Gurandukhti, was a daughter of
Atrak, the Qipchaks’ ruler. Atrak joyfully agreed to the request of his son-in-law, the king.
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As a true diplomat seeking to maintain peaceful relations with the Qipchaks, King Davit took his adviser, Giorgi
of Chqondidi, and traveled to the region of Ossetia in the northern Caucasus. There Giorgi of Chqondidi, an “ad-
viser to his master and participant in his great works and victories,” reposed in the Lord. Following this, the dis-
pirited King Davit declared that his kingdom would grieve for forty days. But he accomplished what he had set
out to do, and selected forty thousand Qipchaks to add to the five thousand Georgian soldiers he had already en-
listed. From that point on King Davit had a standing army of forty-five thousand men.

The king’s enormous army finally uprooted the Turkish presence in and around Georgia permanently. The de-
feated Turks returned in shame to their sultan in Baghdad, draped in black as a sign of grief and defeat. Neverthe-
less, the unyielding sultan Mahmud II (1118-1131) rallied a coalition of Muslim countries to attack Georgia. The
sultan summoned the Arab leader Durbays bin Sadaka, commanded his own son Malik (1152-1153) to serve him,
gathered an army of six hundred thousand men, and marched once more towards Georgia.

It was August of 1121. Before heading off to battle, King Davit inspired his army with these words: “Soldiers of
Christ! If we fight bravely for our Faith, we will defeat not only the devil’s servants, but the devil himself. We
will gain the greatest weapon of spiritual warfare when we make a covenant with the Almighty God and vow that
we would rather die for His love than escape from the enemy. And if any one of us should wish to retreat, let us
take branches and block the entrance to the gorge to prevent this. When the enemy approaches, let us attack
fiercely!”

None of the soldiers thought of retreating. The king’s stunning battle tactics and the miracles of God terrified the
enemy. As it is written, “The hand of God empowered him, and the Great-martyr George visibly led him in battle.
The king annihilated the godless enemy with his powerful right hand.”

The battle at Didgori enfeebled the enemy for many years. The following year, in 1122, King Davit recaptured
the capital city of Tbilisi, which had borne the yoke of slavery for four hundred years. The king returned the city
to its mother country. In 1123 King Davit declared the village of Dmanisi a Georgian possession, and thus, at
last, unification of the country was complete.

One victory followed another, as the Lord defended the king who glorified his Creator.

In 1106 King Davit had begun construction of Gelati Monastery in western Georgia, and throughout his life this
sacred complex was the focus of his efforts on behalf of the revival of the Georgian Church. Gelati Monastery
was the most glorious of all the existing temples to God. To beautify the building, King Davit offered many of the
great treasures he had acquired as spoils of war. Then he gathered all the wise, upright, generous, and pious peo-
ple from among his kinsmen and from abroad and established the Gelati Theological Academy. King Davit
helped many people in Georgian churches both inside and outside his kingdom. The benevolent king constructed
a primitive ambulance for the sick and provided everything necessary for their recovery. He visited the infirm,
encouraging them and caring for them like a father. The king always took with him a small pouch in which he
carried alms for the poor.

The intelligent and well-lettered king spent his free time reading the Holy Scriptures and studying the sciences.
He even carried his books with him to war, soliciting the help of donkeys and camels to transport his library.
When he tired of reading, King Davit had others read to him, while he listened attentively. One of the king’s bi-
ographers recalls, “Each time Davit finished reading the Epistles, he put a mark on the last page. At the end of
one year, we counted that he had read them twenty-four times.”

King Davit was also an exemplary writer. His “Hymns of Repentance” are equal in merit to the works of the
greatest writers of the Church.

This most valiant, powerful, and righteous Georgian king left his heirs with a brilliant confession when he died. It

recalled all the sins he had committed with profound lamentation and beseeched the Almighty God for forgive-
ness.
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King Davit completed his will in 1125, and in the same year he abdicated and designated his son Demetre to be
his successor. He entrusted his son with a sword, blessed his future, and wished him many years in good health
and service to the Lord. The king reposed peacefully at the age of fifty-three.

St. Davit the Restorer was buried at the entrance to Gelati Monastery. His final wish was carved in the stone of
his grave: This is My rest for ever and ever; here I will dwell, for I have chosen her (Ps. 131:15).

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 26

Jan. 26 1 Tim. 1:15-17 Jan. 28 James 3:1-10 Jan. 31 1 Peter 1:1-2,10-12,
Matt. 15:21-28 Mark 11:11-23 2:6-10
Mark 12:1-12
Jan. 27 James 2:14-26 Jan. 29 James 3:11:4-6
Mark 10:46-52 Mark 11:22-26 Feb. 1 1 Thess. 5:14,23
Luke 17:3-10
Jan. 30 James 4:7-5:9
Mark 11:27-33
Eastern Orthodox Women’s Guild Book BEGINNING
e P -
Review Meeting '0 PRAY

Saturday, February 22nd at 9:00 AM
St. Matthew the Evangelist in North Royalton
Call 440-528-5673 for any questions
We will be discussing ‘Beginning to Pray’ by
Met. Anthony Bloom

ANTHONY.BLOOM

All parish reports must be in the office no later than Friday,
February 7th. If you wish to send them electronically to
sttheocemetery@yahoo.com, please make sure they are in
either PDF or Word format.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters:

Let us love one another as Christ loves us! As you know, we have
a Thursday morning Faith Enrichment study class that meets at
Ridge Manor. This class is mostly retirees. | know there are oth-

ers who work that would like to participate in a similar class.

With Fr. John’s blessing, | would like to start an evening bible
study class for those working during the day.

| will need some input from those interested such as day of the

week, time of class and location. Please use the form below to

indicate choices of day, time and location. Also, put your name
and phone number for contact information.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this endeavor.

Yours in Christ,
Subdeacon Leon Felon

gPhone Number:

BB

__ Tuesday _ Wednesday __ Thursday

Time:
. __ 6:00-8:00 PM __ 7:00-9:00 PM

éLocation:

__ Ridge Manor __ Church Hall
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Departed:

11l Afflicted &
Special Intentions:

Mat. Vera Proctor
Mat. May Ozone
Mat. Catherine Jula
Mother Anna

Sr. Anastasia
Margarete

Michael

Betty Balasz

Ralph Barbato

Judy Baughman
Carol Bohurjak
Thomas Bohurjak, Jr.
Frank Byndas
Navada Coneley
Elsie Conrad

John Conrad
Christine Crichton
Laina Dachtyl

Horia Dascalescu
(Lavinia’s Brother)

Cindy Durkalski

Bernice Ferencz

Vladimir Fowler

Frank Fox (Son of Carol
Machaskee)

Thomas Gajewsky

Kathy Garlesky

Julia Grabowski

Roger Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s
Cousin)

Sandee Holod

Matthew Hungley (Brother-in-law of
Phyllis Gindlesperger)

PRAYER REQUESTS

Magdalena Imre (Friend of Helen
Antonik)

Donna Jacak

Victor Jacak

Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Diane Kearsey

(Janice Tkacz’s Sister)

Elaine Kelley (Mary Ann
Silberhorn’s sister)

John Kovalski (Friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Dorothy Laskovich

Paul Laskovich

Elise Manella

Anna Mysiw (Friend and Neighbor
of Helen Antonik)

Christine O’Connell (Friend of
Joseph Crichton)

Benji Okrafo-Smart (Friend of Paul
Pangrace and parishioner of Fr.
Andrew)

Karen Ohlin (Tatiana Boyczewski’s
daughter-in-law’s mother)

Maude Palumbo (Michelle Rajisch’s
Mother)

Grace Parhamovich

(Karen Felon’s Mother)

Donna Pelton

John A. Petkac (Gartman)

Peter and Gina Petkac (Judy
Gartman’s Brother & Sister-in-law)

Cindy Powkowski

Marshall Prock

Joseph Rusynyk

Fr. James Ryerson (friend of Paul
Pangrace & Joseph Crichton)
Julia Sankovic (Child)

Mary Ann Silberhorn

Janice Tkacz

Donald Tipka

Elisabeth Wright (Friend of Paul
Pangrace)

Erin Zawolowycz

Elaine Zdinak

Elizabeth Zdinak

Gaby & Lea El Khoury &
Unborn Child

Natalie & Geoff Kenny &
Unborn Child

Gabriel & Shyanne Tabeling &
Unborn Child

Ryan and Marcie (Jim and Judy
Schwind’s daughter) Handley &
Unborn Child

Derrick & Bethany Shaw &
Unborn Child
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Congratulations to Fr. Andrew Stevens who was appointed an Honorary Canon of Southwick :
: Cathedral (London) by the Bishop of Southwick. This is in recoginition of his service to the :
Diocese. This honor has the responsibility of assisting in Cathedral governance in an advisory
capacity and to promote it in the wider diocese. Each canon is assigned a stall in the choir of
; the cathedral. They are required to celebrate the Eucharist on the day allocated to their as- :
: signed stall. Fr. Andrew will be officially installed today. We wish him well in his new responsi-
' bility. He continues as vicar of St. Nicholas in Plumstead (SE London). :

Church School News

Due to the low number of students in this session, it has :
been decided to revamp Church School. :
With the guidance and blessing of Fr. John, we are asklng
%parents to provide Church School teaching directly to the|r§
ichildren. This has always been the ideal and it provides for%
the parents and child(ren) to grow in the Faith (together).
: We will provide resources and support.

The current concept is to have parents provide three :
weeks of teaching (from resources provided) and then to Yearly contribution letters were
: gather on the fourth week for a review with the teacher. mailed out late last week. If you
: This concept allows families to provide the in-home teach-:
ing in whatever way fits their family situation and sched-
i ules. One idea is to schedule the “gathering” (with the
teacher) on the eve of a Great Feast after the Vesperal Di-

discover that any amount on
your letter is incorrect, whether
it be the yearly total or the total

vine Liturgy. This is also designed as an opportunity for : of any particular month, please
ﬁmultiple age groups and even parents to gather together in§ contact the Parish Office at
a spirit of community to grow and learn together. 216-741-1310 to have a new
All of this will be further discussed at a “kick-off” meeting letter drafted.

with parents after Liturgy (in the Temple) on Sunday,
February 2nd (The Feast of the Presentation of Christ in
the Temple). Our intention is to provide the teaching re- :
: sources at this meeting. :
: We look forward to seeing you on February 2nd. In the in-
Eterim, if you have any questions, please contact Paul Pan-%
: grace or Fr. John. :
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion,
everyone is welcome to partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy.
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES

; Q% Coffee Hour: Greeters:
-~ S 4 1/26/14 Natalia Pricinovskis Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
(\__,_( \ 2/2/14 Jim & Vicki Danko Linda Smotzer & Paul Pangrace
2/9/14 Nick & Kate Zolikoff Michael Tabeling & Sonia Vorell
= Vi 2/16/14 Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk Karen Felon & Virginia Medvec
&,—_2 2/23/14 Mary Swit & Tammy Ponomarenko Mat. Jennifer Boerio & Tammy Ponomarenko
3/2/14 Cathy Weber & Mat. Jennifer Boerio Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
3/9/14 Karen Felon Sonia Vorell & Linda Smotzer

FOOD PANTRY

60D S GIE TS TO ZIS ” Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick
OZIR, GIE TS T0 60D House. They currently use the bags in their Moms
Weekly expenses: $ 6,538.00 First program. We can always use your help by

) "sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10
Last week’s collection $1,673.00 2 2 < 2 y

fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping
Over/Under < $4,865.00 >

those in need. - Dan Morris

NOTRAT 4 Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be made for The Health Of
@ \ or In Memory Of your loved ones. Contact the Parish Office if you are interested.
" — For the week of January 26th:
1 In loving memory of Proto Deacon Peter Homik and his deep devotion

and love for St. Theodosius Cathedral

it
l
BN

S e ]
= Q) S

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral Ambo - Page 8



Rich and Poor in the Letter CariiangEpucamion
ORTHODOX CHURCH in AMERICA
of James

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are available at http://dce.oca.org.

During the week of January 26, and also the preceding week, the Church's
prescribed readings include most of the Epistle, or Letter, of James.

[ The final reading, for January 30, has harsh words for the rich who have treated
others badly: "Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming
upon you. Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and
silver have rusted and their rust will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh
like fire...Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept
back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the
Lord of hosts" (James 5: 1-3a, 4).

These words read more like a sermon than a letter, and the Letter of James probably
is a sermon, or several sermons, the words having been copied down by those who
ere hearing them. James is the man known as the "brother of the Lord." Orthodox
Tradition holds, as the whole early Church held, that he was the son of Mary's
husband Joseph by a previous marriage. (Both Martin Luther and John Calvin believed in the perpetual virginity of
Mary. So, unlike some modern Christians, they would never have said that James was the biological brother of Jesus.)

James was a leader in the early Church, so when Peter was miraculously freed from prison, he instructed his amazed
friends to "tell this to James and to the brethren" (Acts 12: 17). James was trusted and respected enough to preside
over the Council of Jerusalem, also described in the Book of Acts.

The first part of James' letter, like the strong words in Chapter 5, teaches about being rich, but in a different way. In
these verses, he describes the effect of being a follower of Christ on a poor or "lowly" person, and then on a rich person.
He says, "Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation" (1: 9).

For the poor person, being faithful to God means being exalted, raised to heights unlike anything the world offers. Trials
will come to every person, rich or poor, but the poor person who endures them "will receive the crown of life which God
has promised to those who love Him" just as the rich person will. In the Kingdom, the rich have no advantage.

. . L Troparion - Tone 4

That is why James says that the rich person should boast "in his P
humiliation." Having found the true riches of Christ, the rich person will be As the Lord's disciple you received the Gospel,
satisfied. It will no longer be necessary or appealing to pursue the fleeting O righteous James; . )

" . T . L . as a martyr you have unfailing courage;
wealth and position of this world: "For the sun rises with its scorching heat as God's brother, you have boldness;
and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So will the as a hierarch, you have the power to intercede.
rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits" (1: 11). Pray to Christ God that our souls may be saved.

To both rich and poor, James gives the same advice: "Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand" (5: 8).
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Sunday, Jan. 26

VEN. XENOPHON, MARY,
ARCADIUS & JOHN

RT. BLV. DAVID OF GEORGIA
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

FOCA Meeting following Liturgy

Monday, Jan. 27
TRANSL. RELICS OF
ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Tuesday, Jan. 28
VEN. EPHRAIM THE SYRIAN
ST. ISAAC THE CYRIAN

Wednesday, Jan. 29
TRANSLATION OF RELICS,
HIEROMARTYR IGNATIUS
THE GODBEARER

6:00 PM Parish Council
Meeting @ Ridge Manor

I
L

,, “% Cleveland, Ohio 44113

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2014

REMINDER:

Please be sure

that cell phones
are turned off
before entering

the temple.

JANUARY

Special Collection

PARISH HALL ROOF

~ St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
¢ 733 Starkweather Avenue

JANUARY - FEBRUARY

Thursday, Jan. 30
SYNAXIS 3 HIERARCHS:
BASIL THE GREAT
GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN
JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

11:00 AM Faith Enrichment @
Ridge Manor

Friday, Jan. 31
UNMERCENARY

SS. CYRUS AND JOHN
MARTYR ATHANASA

Saturday, Feb. 1
MARTYR TRYPHON

VEN. BRIDGET OF IRELAND
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Feb. 2

MEETING OF THE LORD

IN THE TEMPLE

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Church School Meeting between
Parents and Teachers following
Divine Liturgy in the Cathedral
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