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Mailing:
733 Starkweather Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44113
T 216. 741. 1310
F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

- Archpriest John Zdinak, 
   Dean

   dean@sttheodosius.org

   Cell: 216. 554. 7282

 - Dn. Daniel Boerio

 - Subdeacon Theodore
   Lentz, Sacristan

 - Reader Julius Kovach,
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

 - Casandra Vasu,                                                             
   Office Administrator
   Office Hours, M-F
   9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Ambo
ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days

5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

* AMBO: Articles for publi-
cation should be submitted 
to: sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week 
before noon.

* CALENDAR: Event dates 
must be submitted by the 
15th of each month.

JANUARY 5, 2014
HIEROMAR. THEOPEMPTUS

AND MARTYR THEONAS
VEN. SYNCLETICA

SYNAXIS OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

  JANUARY 7
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In the Orthodox Church it is customary, on the day following the Great Feasts of the Lord and the Mother of 
God, to remember those saints who participated directly in the sacred event. So, on the day following the The-
ophany of the Lord, the Church honors the one who participated directly in the Baptism of Christ, placing his 
own hand upon the head of the Savior.

St John, the holy Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, whom the Lord called the greatest of the prophets, con-
cludes the history of the Old Testament and opens the era of the New Testament. The holy Prophet John bore 
witness to the Only-Begotten Son of God, incarnate in the flesh. St John was accounted worthy to baptize Him in 
the waters of the Jordan, and he was a witness of the Theophany of the Most Holy Trinity on the day of the Sav-
ior’s Baptism.

The holy Prophet John was related to the Lord on His mother’s side, the son of the Priest Zachariah and Right-
eous Elizabeth. The holy Forerunner, John, was born six months before Christ. The Archangel Gabriel announced 
his birth in the Temple at Jerusalem, revealing to Zachariah that a son was to be born to him.

Through the prayers offered beforehand, the child was filled with the Holy Spirit. St John prepared himself in the 
wilds of the desert for his great service by a strict life, by fasting, prayer and sympathy for the fate of God’s peo-
ple.

At the age of thirty, he came forth preaching repentance. He appeared on the banks of the Jordan, to prepare the 
people by his preaching to accept the Savior of the world. In church hymnology, St John is called a “bright morn-
ing star,” whose gleaming outshone the brilliance of all the other stars, announcing the coming dawn of the day 
of grace, illumined with the light of the spiritual Sun, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Having baptized the sinless Lamb of God, St John soon died a martyr’s death, beheaded by the sword on orders 
of King Herod at the request of his daughter Salome. (On St John the Baptist, see Mt.3:1-16, 11:1-19, 14:1-12; 
Mark 1:2-8, 6:14-29; Luke 1:5-25, 39-80, 3:1-20, 7:18-35, 9:7-9; John 1:19-34, 3:22-26). The Transfer of the 
Right Hand of the holy Forerunner from Antioch to Constantinople (956) and the Miracle of Saint John the Fore-
runner against the Hagarenes (Moslems) at Chios:

The body of Saint John the Baptist was buried in the Samaritan city of Sebaste. The holy Evangelist Luke,who 
went preaching Christ in various cities and towns, came to Sebaste, where they gave him the right hand of the 
holy Prophet John, the very hand with which he had baptized the Savior. The Evangelist Luke took it with him to 
his native city of Antioch.

When the Moslems seized Antioch centuries later, a deacon named Job brought the holy hand of the Forerunner 
from Antioch to Chalcedon. From there, on the eve of the Theophany of the Lord, it was transferred to Constan-
tinople (956) and kept thereafter.

In the year 1200, the Russian pilgrim Dobrynya, who later became St Anthony, Archbishop of Novgorod 
(February 10), saw the right hand of the Forerunner in the imperial palace. From the Lives of the Saints we learn 
that in the year 1263, during the capture of Constantinople by the Crusaders, the emperor Baldwin gave one bone 
from the wrist of St John the Baptist to Ottonus de Cichon, who then gave it to a Cistercian abbey in France.

The right hand continued to be kept in Constantinople. And at the end of the fourteenth to the beginning of the 
fifteenth centuries, the holy relic was seen at Constantinople in the Peribleptos monastery by the Russian pilgrims 
Stephen of Novgorod, the deacon Ignatius, the cantor Alexander and the deacon Zosimus. When Constantinople 
fell to the Turks in 1453, sacred objects were gathered up at the the conqueror’s orders and kept under lock in the 
imperial treasury.
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In the Lives of the Saints is clear testimony that in the year 1484 the right hand of the holy Forerunner was given 
away by the son of the Moslem sultan Bayazet to the knights of Rhodes to gain their good will, since a dangerous 
rival for Bayazet, his own brother, had allied himself with them. A contemporary participant, the vice-chancellor 
of Rhodes, Wilhelm Gaorsan Gallo, also speaks of this event. The knights of Rhodes, having established their 
base on the island of Malta (in the Mediterranean Sea), then transferred the sacred relic they had received to 
Malta.

When the Russian Tsar Paul I (1796-1801) became Grand Master of the Maltese Order in honor of the holy 
Prophet John, the right hand of the Baptist, part of the Life-Creating Cross and the Philermos Icon (October 12) 
of the Mother of God (from Mt Philermos on the island of Rhodes) were transferred in 1799 from the island of 
Malta to Russia [because of the Napoleonic threat], to the chapel at Gatchina (October 12). In the same year 
these sacred items were transferred into the church dedicated to the Icon of the Savior Not Made by Hands at the 
Winter Palace. A special service was composed for this Feast.

Besides the Synaxis of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John, the Russian Orthodox 
Church celebrates his memory on the following days: September 23, his Conception; June 24, his Nativity; 
August 29, his Beheading; February 24, the First and Second Finding of his Head; May 25, the Third Finding of 
his Head; October 12, the Transfer of his Right Hand from Malta to Gatchina (1799).

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 5

Jan. 5  2 Tim. 4:5-8
            Mark 1:1-8

Jan. 6  Titus 2:11-14;3:4-7

            Matt. 3:13-17

 

Jan. 7  Acts 19:1-8
           John 1:29-34

Jan. 8  Heb. 5:11-6:8
            Luke 21:5-7, 10-11, 
  20-24

Jan. 9  Heb. 7:1-6
  Luke 21:28-33 

Jan. 10  Heb. 7:18-25 
               Luke 21:37-22:8

 

Jan. 11  Eph. 6:10-17

              Matt. 4:1-11

Church School resumes at 

4:45 PM on January 11, 2014. 
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Faith Enrichment resumes at 

11:00 AM at Ridge Manor on 

January 16th, 2014.
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Departed:

Janet Hannikman
11-29-13

Ill Afflicted & 
Special Intentions:

Mat. Vera Proctor
Mat. May Ozone 
Mat. Catherine Jula
Mother Anna
Sr. Anastasia
Margarete
Michael
Betty Balasz
Ralph Barbato
Judy Baughman
Carol Bohurjak
Thomas Bohurjak, Jr.
Frank Byndas
Navada Coneley
Elsie Conrad
John Conrad
Christine Crichton
Laina Dachtyl
Horia Dascalescu 
(Lavinia’s Brother)
Cindy Durkalski
Bernice Ferencz
Vladimir Fowler
Frank Fox (Son of Carol 
Machaskee)
Kathy Garlesky
Julia Grabowski
Roger Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s 

Cousin)
Sandee Holod
Matthew Hungley (Brother-in-law of 
Phyllis Gindlesperger)

Magdalena Imre (Friend of Helen 
Antonik)
Donna Jacak
Victor Jacak
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul 

Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey 
(Janice Tkacz’s Sister)
Elaine Kelley (Mary Ann 
Silberhorn’s sister)
John Kovalski (Friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Dorothy Laskovich
Paul Laskovich
Betty Leeson (Friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Elise Manella
Anna Mysiw (Friend and Neighbor 
of Helen Antonik)
Christine O’Connell (Friend of 
Joseph Crichton)
Karen Ohlin (Tatiana Boyczewski’s 
daughter-in-law’s mother)
Maude Palumbo (Michelle Rajisch’s 
Mother)
Grace Parhamovich 
(Karen Felon’s Mother)
Donna Pelton 
John A. Petkac (Gartman)
Peter and Gina Petkac (Judy 
Gartman’s Brother & Sister-in-law)
Cindy Powkowski
Marshall Prock

Joseph Rusynyk
Fr. James Ryerson (friend of Paul 
Pangrace & Joseph Crichton)
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Mary Ann Silberhorn
Janice Tkacz
Donald Tipka
Elisabeth Wright (Friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Erin Zawolowycz
Elaine Zdinak
Elizabeth Zdinak

Gaby & Lea El Khoury & 
Unborn Child

Natalie & Geoff Kenny &
Unborn Child

Gabriel & Shyanne Tabeling & 
Unborn Child

Ryan and Marcie (Jim and Judy 
Schwind’s daughter) Handley &
Unborn Child

Congratulations

Tom & Nancy Mitchell &
Newborn Emmy Kate

Grant & Stephanie Dever & 
Newborn Stephan Grant

Chad & Kathryn Vidovich &
Newborn Nadia Ann

PRAYER REQUESTS
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

       

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 
  
 
 
 Coffee Hour:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Greeters:                                    
      1/5/14
 
 Mat. Cindy Zdinak & Mat. Jennifer Boerio
 Michael Tabeling & Paul Pangrace
     1/12/14
 
 Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind

 
 
 Darrell Felon & Sonia Vorell
     1/19/14
 
 Dan & Lavinia Morris
 
 
 
 
 
 Mat. Jennifer Boerio & Tammy Ponomarenko
     1/26/14
 
 Natalia Pricinovskis

 
 
 
 
 
 Nina & Elizabeth Antonik

 2/2/14
 
 Jim & Vicki Danko
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Linda Smotzer & Paul Pangrace

 2/9/14
 
 Nick & Kate Zolikoff

 
 
 
 
 
 Michael Tabeling & Sonia Vorell
     2/16/14
 
 Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk
 
 
 Karen Felon & Virginia Medvec




GOD’S GIFTS TO US - 
OUR GIFTS TO GOD

      

     Weekly expenses:     $ 6,538.00   
      Last week’s collection       $ 7,474.00                  
  Over/Under   <   $ 936.00  >          

 Dome Lighters
          
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be  made for The Health Of   

           or In Memory Of  your loved ones.  Contact the Parish Office if you are  interested.

FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick 

House. They currently use the bags in their Moms 

First program. We can always use your help by 

"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10 

fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping 

those in need. - Dan Morris 
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WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE

  

2014Sunday, Jan. 5
HIEROMARTYR THEOPEMPTUS
AND MARTYR THEONAS
VEN. SYNCLETICA
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy & Blessing 
of Water
12:00 PM Great Vespers

Monday, Jan. 6
THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD
AND SAVIOR
JESUS CHRIST
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, Jan. 7
SYNAXIS OF ST. JOHN
THE BAPTIST

Wednesday, Jan. 8
VEN. GEORGE CHOZEBITE
VEN. DOMNICA
ST. EMILIAN, CONFESSOR

Thursday, Jan. 9
MARTYR POLYEUCTUS
HIEROMARTYR PHILIP,
METR. OF MOSCOW
No Faith Enrichment

Friday, Jan. 10
ST. GREGORY,
BISHOP OF NYSSA
BP. THEOPHAN RECLUSE

Saturday, Jan. 11
VEN. THEODOSIUS
THE GREAT
4:45 Church School Resumes
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Jan. 12
MART. TATIANA OF ROME
ST. SAVA, ABP. OF SERBIA
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral

733 Starkweather Avenue


Cleveland, Ohio 44113    
                                 JANUARY

JANUARY
Special Collection

 
 

PARISH HALL ROOF 

     REMINDER:
Please be sure 
that cell phones 
are turned off
before entering 
the temple.     


