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ST. THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
Mailing:
733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
T 216. 741. 1310
F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org
- Archpriest John Zdinak,
Dean
dean@sttheodosius.org

MARCH 15, 2015
VENERATION OF THE
PRECIOUS CROSS
REPOSE OF ST. NIKOLAI OF ZHICHA

Cell: 216. 554. 7282
- Dn. Daniel Boerio
- Subdeacon Theodore
Lentz, Sacristan
- Reader Julius Kovach,
Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster
- Casandra Vasu,
Office Administrator
Office Hours, M-F
9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
* AMBO: Articles for publication should be submitted
to: sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week
before noon.
* CALENDAR: Event dates
must be submitted by the
15th of each month.
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Saint Nicholas of Zhicha, “the Serbian Chrysostom,” was born in Lelich in western Serbia on January 4, 1881
(December 23, 1880 O.S.). His parents were Dragomir and Katherine Velimirovich, who lived on a farm where
they raised a large family. His pious mother was a major influence on his spiritual development, teaching him by
word and especially by example. As a small child, Nicholas often walked three miles to the Chelije Monastery
with his mother to attend services there.
Sickly as a child, Nicholas was not physically strong as an adult. He failed his physical requirements when he
applied to the military academy, but his excellent academic qualifications allowed him to enter the St Sava Seminary in Belgrade, even before he finished preparatory school.
After graduating from the seminary in 1905, he earned doctoral degrees from the University of Berne in 1908,
and from King’s College, Oxford in 1909. When he returned home, he fell ill with dysentery. Vowing to serve
God for the rest of his life if he recovered, he was tonsured at the Rakovica Monastery on December 20, 1909
and was also ordained to the holy priesthood.
In 1910 he went to study in Russia to prepare himself for a teaching position at the seminary in Belgrade. At the
Theological Academy in St Petersburg, the Provost asked him why he had come. He replied, “I wanted to be a
shepherd. As a child, I tended my father’s sheep. Now that I am a man, I wish to tend the rational flock of my
heavenly Father. I believe that is the way that has been shown to me.” The Provost smiled, pleased by this response, then showed the young man to his quarters.
After completing his studies, he returned to Belgrade and taught philosophy, logic, history, and foreign languages
at the seminary. He spoke seven languages, and this ability proved very useful to him throughout his life.
St Nicholas was renowned for his sermons, which never lasted more than twenty minutes, and focused on just
three main points. He taught people the theology of the Church in a language they could understand, and inspired
them to repentance.
At the start of World War I, Archimandrite Nicholas was sent to England on a diplomatic mission to seek help in
the struggle of the Serbs against Austria. His doctorate from Oxford gained him an invitation to speak at Westminster Abbey. He remained in England for three short months, but St Nicholas left a lasting impression on those
who heard him. His writings “The Lord’s Commandments,” and “Meditations on the Lord’s Prayer” impressed
many in the Church of England.
Archimandrite Nicholas left England and went to America, where he proved to be a good ambassador for his nation and his Church.
The future saint returned to Serbia in 1919, where he was consecrated as Bishop of Zhicha, and was later transferred to Ochrid. The new hierarch assisted those who were suffering from the ravages of war by establishing
orphanages and helping the poor.
Bishop Nicholas took over as leader of Bogomljcki Pokret, a popular movement for spiritual revival which encouraged people to pray and read the Bible. Under the bishop’s direction, it also contributed to a renewal of monasticisml. Monasteries were restored and reopened, and this in turn revitalized the spiritual life of the Serbian
people.
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In 1921, Bishop Nicholas was invited to visit America again and spent two years as a missionary bishop. He gave
more than a hundred talks in less than six months, raising funds for his orphanages. Over the next twenty years,
he lectured in various churches and universities.
When Germany invaded Yugoslavia on April 6, 1941, Bishop Nicholas, a fearless critic of the Nazis, was arrested and confined in Ljubostir Vojlovici Monastery. In 1944, he and Patriarch Gavrilo were sent to the death
camp at Dachau. There he witnessed many atrocities and was tortured himself. When American troops liberated
the prisoners in May 1945, the patriarch returned to Yugoslavia, but Bishop Nicholas went to England.
The Communist leader Tito was just coming to power in Yugoslavia, where he persecuted the Church and
crushed those who opposed him. Therefore, Bishop Nicholas believed he could serve the Serbian people more
effectively by remaining abroad. He went to America in 1946, following a hectic schedule in spite of his health
problems which were exacerbated by his time in Dachau. He taught for three years at St Sava’s Seminary in Libertyville, IL before he settled at St Tikhon’s Monastery in South Canaan, PA in 1951.
He taught at St Tikhon’s and also served as the seminary’s Dean and Rector. He was also a guest lecturer at St
Vladimir’s Seminary in NY, and at Holy Trinity Monastery in Jordanville, NY.
On Saturday March 17, 1956 Bishop Nicholas served his last Liturgy. After the service he went to the trapeza
and gave a short talk. As he was leaving, he bowed low and said, “Forgive me, brothers.” This was something
unusual which he had not done before.
On March 18, 1956 St Nicholas fell asleep in the Lord Whom he had served throughout his life. He was found in
his room kneeling in an attitude of prayer. Though he was buried at St Sava’s Monastery in Libertyville, IL, he
had always expressed a desire to be buried in his homeland. In April of 1991 his relics were transferred to the
Chetinje Monastery in Lelich. There he was buried next to his friend and disciple Fr Justin Popovich (+ 1979).
English readers are familiar with St Nicholas’s PROLOGUE FROM OCHRID, THE LIFE OF ST SAVA, A
TREASURY OF SERBIAN SPIRITUALITY, and other writings which are of great benefit for the whole
Church. He thought of his writings as silent sermons addressed to people who would never hear him preach. In
his life and writings, the grace of the Holy Spirit shone forth for all to see, but in his humility he considered himself the least of men.
Though he was a native of Serbia, St Nicholas has a universal significance for Orthodox Christians in all countries. He was like a candle set upon a candlestick giving light to all (MT 5:15). A spiritual guide and teacher with
a magnetic personality, he attracted many people to himself. He also loved them, seeing the image of God in each
person he met. He had a special love for children, who hastened to receive his blessing whenever they saw him in
the street.
He was a man of compunctionate prayer, and possessesed the gift of tears which purify the soul (St John Climacus, LADDER, Step 7). He was a true pastor to his flock protecting them from spiritual wolves, and guiding
them on the path to salvation. He has left behind many soul-profiting writings which proclaim the truth of Christ
to modern man. In them he exhorts people to love God, and to live a life of virtue and holiness. May we also be
found worthy of the Kingdom of Heaven through the prayers of St Nicholas, and by the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, to Whom be glory forever. Amen.
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BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 15
Mar. 15 Heb. 4:14-5:6
Mark 8:34-9:1

Mar. 17 Genesis 9:8-17
Proverbs 12:8-22

Mar. 20 Genesis 12:1-7
Proverbs 14:15-26

Mar. 16 Genesis 8:21-9:7
Proverbs 11:19-12:6

Mar. 18 Genesis 9:18-10:1
Proverbs 12:23-13:9

Mar. 21 Heb. 6:9-12
Mark 7:31-37

Mar. 19 Genesis 10:32-11:9
Proverbs 13:19-14:6

ANNUAL MEETING
TODAY
following Divine Liturgy

Quote to think about this week from Subdeacon John:
"The Holy Fathers tell us that those who seek salvation from the mere
fear of Hell are regarded as slaves, and those who perform glorious
deeds in order to be rewarded with the Kingdom of Heaven are simply
mercenary. God wants us to come to him in the manner of sons and
daughters. He wishes us to lead honorable lives for the love of Him and
from the eagerness to serve Him. He wishes us to seek felicity (great
happiness) in uniting ourselves to Him in mind and heart."
- from The Way of the Pilgrim
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Upcoming Church School Dates
Morning of Saturday, April 4th after Divine
Liturgy of Lazarus Saturday (which begins at
9:00 AM)
Saturday, May 2nd at 4:45 PM
Evening of Wednesday May 20th
after Vespers of Ascension
(which begins at 6:00 PM)
Fr. John will teach on the Feasts of
Ascension & Pentecost - This will be the LAST
session of this Church School year.

Lenten Checkup
Now that we have reached mid-Lent, it’s a good time
to reflect on how our Lenten discipline is working.
To do this, ask yourself the folliowing questions:
- How well am I fasting?
- Have I given alms to a charity or
program that assists people in need?
- Have I gone to Confession?
- How is my daily prayer life going?
- How is my spiritual reading progressing?
(Remember to use the book given
to each of us by the Cleveland Deanery).
- Have I been able to attend some
weekday Lenten services?
- What do I need to do to
improve my Lenten discipline?
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Ridge Manor Fish Fry Fridays
Every Friday night
4:00 PM- 9:00 PM
February 20th - April 3rd, 2015
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Departed:
Karen Ohlin (Tatiana Boyczewski’s
daughter-in-law’s mother)
03-04-15

Ill Afflicted &
Special Intentions:
Hieromonk Joseph
Mat. Vera Proctor
Mat. May Ozone
Mat. Catherine Jula
Mother Anna
Sr. Anastasia
Michael
Betty Balasz
Judy Baughman
Carol Bohurjak
Thomas Bohurjak, Jr.
Marie Borland
Frank Byndas
Navada Coneley
Elsie Conrad
John Conrad
Anne Crichton (Joseph Crichton’s
sister-in-law)
Christine Crichton
Thomas Crichton (Joseph Crichton’s
brother)
Arlene Czajkowski (Neale)
Laina Dachtyl
Metodije Damljanovic (Child)
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia Morris’s
brother)

Cindy Durkalski
Debra Ellis (Katie & Nadine Ellis’s
mother)
Peter Fickinger (friend of Joseph
Crichton)
Vladimir Fowler
Frank Fox (Carol Machaskee’s son)
Julia Grabowski
Roger Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s
cousin)
Sandee Holod
Matthew Hungley (Phyllis
Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law)
Donna Jacak
Victor Jacak
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey
(Janice Tkacz’s sister)
John Kovalski (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Dorothy Laskovich
Paul Laskovich
Elise Manella
Anna Mysiw (friend and neighbor of
Helen Antonik)
Maude Palumbo (Michelle Rajisch’s
mother)
Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
sister)
Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
mother)

Donna Pelton
Liz Peterson (Joseph Crichton’s
friend)
John A. Petkac (Gartman)
Peter and Gina Petkac (Judy
Gartman’s brother & sister-in-law)
Anastasia Pogorily
Cindy Powkowski
Marshall Prock
Joseph Rusynyk
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Steven Soeder
Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s
mother)
Katrina Toone
Frank Tkacz
Janice Tkacz
Donald Tipka
Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
John Yavornitzki
Erin Zawolowycz
Elaine Zdinak
Elizabeth Zdinak
Fr. Andrew & Presbytera Lori
Lentz & Unborn Child
Alex & Jerilyn Oppenheim
& Unborn Child

The Boyczewski and Ohlin families thank you
all for your prayers for Karen Ohlin.
She is now with the Lord.
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Welcome Visitors

Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion,
everyone is welcome to partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy.
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES
Coffee Hour:
3/15/15
3/22/15
3/29/15
4/5/15
4/12/15
4/19/15
4/26/15

Greeters:

Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk
Mary Swit & Tammy Ponomarenko
Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind
The Pfeiffer Family
No Coffee Hour
Steve Rusnak & Joseph Crichton
TBA

Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
Linda Smotzer & Michael Tabeling
Karen Felon & Tammy Ponomarenko
Linda Smotzer & Sonia Vorell
Debbi Pinta & Michael Tabeling (Midnight)
Tammy Ponomarenko & Michael Tabeling
Nina & Elizabeth Antonik

FOOD PANTRY

GOD’S GIFTS TO US OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Weekly expenses:

$ 6,538.00

Last week’s collection
$ 6,408.00
Over/Under < $ 130.00 >

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms
First program. We can always use your help by
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping
those in need. - Dan Morris

Dome Lighters
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be made for The Health Of
or In Memory Of your loved ones. Contact the Parish Office if you are interested.
For the entire 2015 year:
In loving memory of Olga Fritskey
from John & Ruth Fritskey
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Lessons from a Man of
Vision
This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are available at http://dce.oca.org.

On March 18 the Church marks the repose of Saint Nikolai of Zicha.
Nikolai Velimirovich was born in 1880 to a large family in the village of Lelich, Serbia,
and spent his early years there. He was educated in Belgrade and Switzerland,
earning a doctorate in theology in 1909.
The next years were filled with activity. He was tonsured a monk, keeping the name
Nikolai. Ordained to the priesthood, he was then given the rank of archimandrite. He
taught at his alma mater in Belgrade, using the summers to study in Russia. He went
to England to lecture at Oxford and received honorary doctorates from Cambridge
University and Glasgow University. In 1919 he returned to Serbia, where he was
consecrated a bishop and appointed to the Dioceses of Zicha and Ochrid.
After two years as a missionary bishop in the United States, Bishop Nikolai went back
to Ochrid. It was then that he wrote the "Prologue from Ochrid." Its English translator,
Mother Maria, describes the book: "The blend of lives of the saints and solid Christian
teaching makes a rich mixture that is loved and valued in the Serbian-speaking
world." Bishop Nikolai himself had the vision to add the lives of 200 saints "from
different Orthodox peoples" to the older Slavonic Prologue, thus making his book widely useful to more people seeking
to learn about holy people in many countries.
Bishop Nikolai was in Zicha when the Nazis overran Yugoslavia. Like many other Serbs, he was sent to the terrible
Dachau concentration camp. He survived, but deprivation and suffering permanently diminished his physical health.
However, his incarceration and survival also enabled him to view faith from two perspectives: freedom and
imprisonment. So he offers a unique lesson in his answer to a question once posed to him, asking what particular
spiritual exercise he practiced. Bishop Nikolai said, "I tried to visualize God's presence. And as little as I succeeded, it
helped enormously to prevent me from sinning in freedom, and from despairing in prison. If we kept the vision of the
invisible God, we would be happier, wiser and stronger in every walk of life."
When Bishop Nikolai returned to the United States in 1946, he taught at three Orthodox seminaries, including Saint
Tikhon's Seminary in Pennsylvania. He insisted on teaching in English, though until that time most courses had been
offered in Russian. Bishop Nikolai's vision led him to understand that men who would serve in American parishes
needed to be taught in their own language.
Saint Nikolai's vision was extensive. He found a lesson in the life of the
unbaptized Mahatma Gandhi, writing: "Against weapons, ammunition
and army Gandhi places fasting; against skill, wiliness and violence he
places prayer; and against political quarrel, silence."
Christ gave the example of fasting, prayer and silence to His disciples,
of course. Bishop Nikolai considered Gandhi a "warning" from God to
Christian believers not to abandon those three sources of spiritual
power given by the Lord so long ago, but largely ignored today. The
lesson Saint Nikolai took from Gandhi, like the others he offers, are
helpful for every day of our lives.

Kontakion - Tone 3
Born at Lelich in Serbia,
you served as archpastor
at the church of Saint Nahum in Ochrid.
You presided on the throne of Saint Sava at Zhicha,
teaching the people of God
and enlightening them with the Gospel,
bringing them to repentance and love for Christ.
And for His sake you endured suffering at Dachau.
Therefore, Nicholai, we glorify you
as one newly well pleasing to God.
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Sunday, Mar. 15
VENERATION OF THE
PRECIOUS CROSS
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Annual Meeting following
Divine Liturgy
5:00 PM Mission Service @ St.
Andrew in Maple Heights

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2015
REMINDER:
Please be sure
that cell phones
are turned oﬀ
before entering
the temple.

Monday, Mar. 16
MARTYR SABINAS
MARTYR PAPAS

MARCH

Special Collection

Tuesday, Mar. 17
VEN. ALEKSY, MAN OF GOD
ST. PARTRICK,
BISHOP OF ARMAGH

Orthodox Christian
Fellowship

Wednesday, Mar. 18
REPOSE OF ST. NIKOLAI
OF ZHICHA
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Presanctified Liturgy &
Potluck

Thursday, Mar. 19
MARTYRS CHRYSANTHUS
AND DARIA
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment @
Ridge Manor

Friday, Mar. 20
HOLY FATHERS SLAIN AT
ST. SABBAS MONASTERY
MARTYR FATIMA (SVETLANA)
9:00 AM Presanctified Liturgy
4:00 Fish Fry @ Ridge Manor

Saturday, Mar. 21
ST. JAMES (JACOB, IAGO)
THE CONFESSOR,
BISHOP OF CATANIA
9:00 AM Soul Saturday Liturgy
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Mar. 22
ST. JOHN CLIMACUS
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
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Cleveland, Ohio 44113
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