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Mailing:
733 Starkweather Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44113
T 216. 741. 1310
F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

- Archpriest John Zdinak, 
   Dean

   dean@sttheodosius.org

   Cell: 216. 554. 7282

 - Dn. Daniel Boerio

 - Subdeacon Theodore
   Lentz, Sacristan

 - Reader Julius Kovach,
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

 - Casandra Vasu,                                                             
   Office Administrator
   Office Hours, M-F
   9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Ambo
ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days

5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

* AMBO: Articles for publi-
cation should be submitted 
to: sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week 
before noon.

* CALENDAR: Event dates 
must be submitted by the 
15th of each month.

MARCH 23, 2014
VENERATION OF
PRECIOUS CROSS

ANNUNCIATION

  MARCH 25
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THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS

The Feast of the Annunciation is one of the earliest Christian feasts, and was already being celebrated in the 
fourth century. There is a painting of the Annunciation in the catacomb of Priscilla in Rome dating from the sec-
ond century. The Council of Toledo in 656 mentions the Feast, and the Council in Trullo in 692 says that the An-
nunciation was celebrated during Great Lent.

The Greek and Slavonic names for the Feast may be translated as “good tidings.” This, of course, refers to the 
Incarnation of the Son of God and the salvation He brings. The background of the Annunciation is found in the 
Gospel of St Luke (1:26-38). The troparion describes this as the “beginning of our salvation, and the revelation of 
the eternal mystery,” for on this day the Son of God became the Son of Man.

There are two main components to the Annunciation: the message itself, and the response of the Virgin. The 
message fulfills God’s promise to send a Redeemer (Genesis 3:15): “I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, between your seed and her seed; he shall crush your head, and you shall lie in wait for his heel.” The Fa-
thers of the Church understand “her seed” to refer to Christ. The prophets hinted at His coming, which they saw 
dimly, but the Archangel Gabriel now proclaims that the promise is about to be fulfilled.

We see this echoed in the Liturgy of St Basil, as well: “When man disobeyed Thee, the only true God who had 
created him, and was deceived by the guile of the serpent, becoming subject to death by his own transgressions, 
Thou, O God, in Thy righteous judgment, didst send him forth from Paradise into this world, returning him to the 
earth from which he was taken, yet providing for him the salvation of regeneration in Thy Christ Himself.”

The Archangel Gabriel was sent by God to Nazareth in Galilee. There he spoke to the undefiled Virgin who was 
betrothed to St Joseph: “Hail, thou who art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among 
women. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He 
shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most High: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of 
his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”

In contrast to Eve, who was readily deceived by the serpent, the Virgin did not immediately accept the Angel’s 
message. In her humility, she did not think she was deserving of such words, but was actually troubled by them. 
The fact that she asked for an explanation reveals her sobriety and prudence. She did not disbelieve the words of 
the angel, but could not understand how they would be fulfilled, for they spoke of something which was beyond 
nature.

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” (Luke 1:34).

“And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most 
High shall overshadow thee: therefore also that which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, 
behold, thy cousin Elisabeth hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who 
was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible.’ And Mary said, ‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 
be it unto me according to thy word.’ And the angel departed from her” (Luke 1: 35-38).”

In his Sermon 23 on the day of the Annunciation, St Philaret of Moscow boldly stated that “the word of the crea-
ture brought the Creator down into the world.” He explains that salvation is not merely an act of God’s will, but 
also involves the Virgin’s free will. She could have refused, but she accepted God’s will and chose to cooperate 
without complaint or further questions.
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Mar. 23  Heb. 4:14-5:6
              Mark 8:34-9:1

Mar. 24  Genesis 8:21-9:7
              Proverbs 11:19-12:6
 

Mar. 25  Heb. 2:11-18
              Luke 1:24-38

Mar. 26  Genesis 9:18-10:1
              Proverbs 12:23-13:9

Mar. 27  Genesis 10:32-11:9
    Proverbs 13:19-14:6 

Mar. 28  Genesis 12:1-7
               Proverbs 14:15-26
 
Mar. 29  Heb. 6:9-12
              Mark 7:31-37

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 23

The icon of the Feast shows the Archangel with a staff in his left hand, indicating his role as a messenger. Some-
times one wing is upraised, as if to show his swift descent from heaven. His right hand is stretched toward the 
holy Virgin as he delivers his message.

The Virgin is depicted either standing or sitting, usually holding yarn in her left hand. Sometimes she is shown 
holding a scroll. Her right hand may be raised to indicate her surprise at the message she is hearing. Her head is 
bowed, showing her consent and obedience. The descent of the Holy Spirit upon her is depicted by a ray of light 
issuing from a small sphere at the top of the icon, which symbolizes heaven. In a famous icon from Sinai, a white 
dove is shown in the ray of light.

There are several famous icons of the Annunciation. One is in the Moscow Kremlin in the church of the Annun-
ciation. This icon appeared in connection with the rescue of a prisoner by the Mother of God during the reign of 
Ivan the Terrible. Another is to be found in the Dormition Cathedral in Moscow (July 8). It was originally lo-
cated in Ustiug, and was the icon before which St Procopius the fool (July 8) prayed to save the city from de-
struction in 1290. One of the most highly revered icons in Greece is the Tinos icon of the Annunciation (January 
30).

The Annunciation falls during Lent, but it is always celebrated with great joy. The Liturgy of St Basil or St John 
Chrysostom is served, even on the weekdays of Lent. It is one of the two days of Great Lent on which the fast is 
relaxed and fish is permitted (Palm Sunday is the other).

Deanery Lenten Service
TODAY at 5:00 PM

Archangel Michael Orthodox Church
5025 E. Mill Rd.

Broadview Heights, OH 44147
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PRAYER REQUESTSDeparted:
Peter Ponomarenko
02-14-14
Bernice Ferencz
02-24-14
Janet Sekerak
03-04-14

Ill Afflicted & 
Special Intentions:

Hieromonk Joseph
Mat. Vera Proctor
Mat. May Ozone 
Mat. Catherine Jula
Mother Anna
Sr. Anastasia
Margarete
Michael
Helen Antonik
Betty Balasz
Judy Baughman
Carol Bohurjak
Thomas Bohurjak, Jr.
Frank Byndas
Navada Coneley
Elsie Conrad
John Conrad
Christine Crichton
Laina Dachtyl
Horia Dascalescu 
(Lavinia’s Brother)
Cindy Durkalski
Vladimir Fowler
Frank Fox (Son of Carol 
Machaskee)
Thomas Gajewsky
Kathy Garlesky
Julia Grabowski

Roger Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s 
Cousin)
Sandee Holod
Matthew Hungley (Brother-in-law of 
Phyllis Gindlesperger)
Donna Jacak
Victor Jacak
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey 
(Janice Tkacz’s Sister)
John Kovalski (Friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Dorothy Laskovich
Paul Laskovich
Elise Manella
Anna Mysiw (Friend and Neighbor 
of Helen Antonik)
Daniel O’Donnell
Patricia O’Donnell
Benji Okrafo-Smart (Friend of Paul 
Pangrace and parishioner of Fr. An-
drew)
Karen Ohlin (Tatiana Boyczewski’s 
daughter-in-law’s mother)
Maude Palumbo (Michelle Rajisch’s 
Mother)
Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 
Sister)
Grace Parhamovich 
(Karen Felon’s Mother)
Donna Pelton 
John A. Petkac (Gartman)
Peter and Gina Petkac (Judy 
Gartman’s Brother & Sister-in-law)
Cindy Powkowski

Marshall Prock
Joseph Rusynyk
Fr. James Ryerson (friend of Paul 
Pangrace & Joseph Crichton)
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Mary Ann Silberhorn
Edward Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s 
father)
Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s 
mother)
Frank Tkacz
Janice Tkacz
Donald Tipka
Elizabeth Ulan (Judi Byndas' Sister)
Elisabeth Wright (Friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Erin Zawolowycz
Elaine Zdinak
Elizabeth Zdinak

Gaby & Lea El Khoury & 
Unborn Child

Natalie & Geoff Kenny &
Unborn Child

Gabriel & Shyanne Tabeling & 
Unborn Child

Ryan and Marcie (Jim and Judy 
Schwind’s daughter) Handley & 
Unborn Child

Congratulations: 

Derrick & Bethany Shaw &
Newborn Ellie
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

       
COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 

  
 
 
 Coffee Hour:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Greeters:                                    
     3/23/14
 
 Karen Felon
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Karen Felon & Paul Pangrace
     3/30/14
 
 Natalia Pricinovskis

 
 
 
 
 
 Mat. Jenn Boerio & Tammy Ponomarenko
      4/6/14
 
 Mat. Cindy Zdinak & Mat. Jenn Boerio
 
 Paul Pangrace & Michael Tabeling
     4/13/14
 
 Jim & Vicki Danko
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
     4/20/14
 
 HOLY PASCHA

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Debbi Pinta & Michael Tabeling
     4/27/14
 
 Nick & Kate Zolikoff

 
 
 
 
 
 Paul Pangrace & Michael Tabeling
      5/4/14
 
 Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk
 
 
 Sonia Vorell & Karen Felon




GOD’S GIFTS TO US - 
OUR GIFTS TO GOD

      

     Weekly expenses:     $ 6,538.00   
      Last week’s collection       $ 4,511.50                  
  Over/Under   <  $ 2,026.50  >          

 Dome Lighters
          
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be  made for The Health Of   

           or In Memory Of  your loved ones.  Contact the Parish Office if you are  interested.

FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick 
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms 
First program. We can always use your help by 
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10 
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping 
those in need. - Dan Morris 
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RIDGE MANOR EVENT CENTER
4630 Ridge Rd., Brooklyn, OH 44144  Phone: 216-749-5509  Fax: 216-739-1440

It’s time to order your 2014 Holy Pascha 
Breads and nut, poppyseed & apricot rolls!
Homemade. All Natural Ingredients. No Preservatives. No Fillers.

Order forms are available in the Cathedral or Parish Hall. You 
may call in or fax your order to the Manor.

The rolls are priced at $9.00. The Pascha Breads are $8.00.

Specify if you prefer your breads with or without raisins

Order by date for Holy Pascha is 04/07/2014. 
Pick up date is 04/17/2014, 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM.

Pick up at either Ridge Manor or St. Theodosius Parish Hall
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FDUHIXOO\�DQG�SUD\HUIXOO\�WKRXJKW�RXW��DQG�DV�IDLU�DV�SRVVLEOH�WR�HYHU\RQH��

/LNH�PRVW�SULHVWV��KH�HVSHFLDOO\�ORYHG�WR�SUHDFK�DQG�WHDFK�DERXW�-HVXV�&KULVW�DQG
WKH�*RVSHO��+LV�VHUPRQV�DWWUDFWHG�OLVWHQHUV�IURP�IDU�EH\RQG�WKH�UHJLRQ�KH

RYHUVDZ��DQG�DV�D�FRQIHVVRU�KH�VWUHQJWKHQHG�WKH�IDLWK�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�FDPH�WR�KLP��+LV�UHSXWDWLRQ�IRU�JLYLQJ�ZLVH�DGYLFH�
DOZD\V�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�&KULVW��PRWLYDWHG�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV�IURP�WKH�YLFLQLW\�DQG�HYHQ�IURP�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�WR
FRQVXOW�KLP��

%XW�5XSHUW
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WKH�PRVW�VXSHUVWLWLRXV�DPRQJ�WKHP��7KH�JURZLQJ�IHHOLQJ�DJDLQVW�5XSHUW�ILQDOO\�OHG�WR�KLV�EHLQJ�EHDWHQ�ZLWK�URGV�DQG
H[LOHG��

7KH�'XNH�RI�%DYDULD�KDG�KHDUG�RI�5XSHUW
V�H[FHOOHQW�ZRUN��DQG�ZDV�DSSDOOHG�E\�WKH�KDUVKQHVV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�KLV
FRXQWU\PHQ�ZHUH�WUHDWLQJ�WKH�KXPEOH�ELVKRS��WKRXJK�KH�KLPVHOI�ZDV�VWLOO�D�ZRUVKLSSHU�RI�LGROV��+H�LQYLWHG�5XSHUW�WR
FRPH�WR�%DYDULD�VR�WKDW�KH�DQG�KLV�SHRSOH�FRXOG�EH�HQOLJKWHQHG�LQ�WKH�IDLWK��5XSHUW�DFFHSWHG�WKH�LQYLWDWLRQ�ZLWK�MR\�DQG
D�ELW�RI�WUHSLGDWLRQ�DW�WKH�HQRUPLW\�RI�WKH�WDVN��

2QFH�WKH�'XNH�KDG�UHFHLYHG�EDSWLVP�DQG�XQGHUVWRRG�ZKDW�D�JUHDW��VDYLQJ�JLIW�LW�ZDV��KH�JDYH�5XSHUW�D�VKLS�DQG�FUHZ
WR�VDLO�GRZQ�WKH�'DQXEH�5LYHU��,Q�WKH�WRZQV�DQG�YLOODJHV�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�WKH�ELVKRS�SUHDFKHG�DQG�WDXJKW��KHDUG
FRQIHVVLRQV��DQG�EDSWL]HG��

,Q�WLPH�5XSHUW�ZHQW�WR�OLYH�LQ�WKH�DQFLHQW��QRZ�GHVRODWH�FLW\�RI�-XYDYLD��DQG�ZLWK�ILQDQFLDO�EDFNLQJ�IURP�WKH�'XNH�EXLOW�DQ
HSLVFRSDO�FDWKHGUDO�KLJK�LQ�WKH�UHPRWH�PRXQWDLQV�QHDUE\��+H�DGGHG�ODQG�DQG�EXLOGLQJV��FUHDWLQJ�D�FHQWHU�IRU�VSLULWXDO
OHDUQLQJ�IURP�ZKLFK�WUDLQHG�SULHVWV�ZHQW�RXW�WR�VSUHDG�WKH�IDLWK��+H�EXLOW�D�ZRPHQ
V�PRQDVWHU\�DQG�HQFRXUDJHG�ZRPHQ
WR�WDNH�XS�WKH�PRQDVWLF�OLIH��

5XSHUW�SURPRWHG�WKH�PLQLQJ�RI�WKH�DEXQGDQW�VDOW�LQ�WKH�DUHD�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�VXSSRUWLQJ�KLV�PLVVLRQDU\�ZRUN��6RPH
GHSLFWLRQV�RI�WKH�VDLQW�VKRZ�KLP�KROGLQJ�D�ODUJH�FRQWDLQHU��,W
V�ILOOHG�ZLWK�VDOW��DSSURSULDWH�IRU�6DLQW�5XSHUW��ZKR�LV�ODUJHO\
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�FLW\�RQFH�NQRZQ�DV�-XYDYLD�LV�QRZ�6DO]EXUJ�
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! !
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WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE

  2014Sunday, Mar. 23
VENERATION OF THE 
PRECIOUS CROSS
MARTYR NIKON
AND 199 DISCIPLES
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
5:00 PM Deanery Lenten Service @
Archangel Michael

Monday, Mar. 24
VEN. ZACHARIAH
THE RECLUSE

Tuesday, Mar. 25
ANNUNCIATION
MOST-HOLY THEOTOKOS
6:00 PM Vesperal Divine 
Liturgy

Wednesday, Mar. 26
SYNAXIS OF THE
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL
6:00 Presanctified Liturgy
(Potluck in Parish Hall 
immediately after)

Thursday, Mar. 27
MARTYR MATRONA
OF THESSALONICA
11:00 Faith Enrichment @
Ridge Manor

Friday, Mar. 28
VEN. HILARION THE NEW
VEN. STEPHEN
THE WONDERWORKER
6:00 Presanctified Liturgy
(Potluck in Parish Hall 
immediately after)

Saturday, Mar. 29
HIEROMARTYR MARK, 
BISHOP OF ARETHUSA 
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Mar. 30
VEN. JOHN CLIMACUS
ST. ZOSIMAS,
BISHOP OF SYRACUSE
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral

733 Starkweather Avenue


Cleveland, Ohio 44113    
                                     MARCH

     REMINDER:
Please be sure 
that cell phones 
are turned o"
before entering 
the temple.     

MARCH
Special Collection

Orthodox Christian
Fellowship


