
        

  

  St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral  Ambo - Page 1

Mailing:
733 Starkweather Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44113
T 216. 741. 1310
F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

- Archpriest John Zdinak, 
   Dean

   dean@sttheodosius.org

   Cell: 216. 554. 7282

 - Dn. Daniel Boerio

 - Subdeacon Theodore
   Lentz, Sacristan

 - Reader Julius Kovach,
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

 - Casandra Vasu,                                                             
   Office Administrator
   Office Hours, M-F
   9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Ambo
ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days

5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

* AMBO: Articles for publi-
cation should be submitted 
to: sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week 
before noon.

* CALENDAR: Event dates 
must be submitted by the 
15th of each month.

NOVEMBER 15, 2015
MARTYRS GURIAS,

SAMONAS AND ABIBUS
OF EDESSA

VEN. NIKON OF RADONEZH

NOVEMBER 17

http://www.sttheodosius.org
http://www.sttheodosius.org
mailto:dean@sttheodosius.org
mailto:dean@sttheodosius.org
mailto:dean@sttheodosius.org
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Saint Nikon, Abbot of Radonezh, a disciple and successor of St Sergius of Radonezh (September 25 and July 5), 
was born at Yuriev-Polsk. Having heard of the angelic life of the Radonezh Wonderworker, the young man came 
to St Sergius and requested to be tonsured into the angelic schema. 

St Sergius did not accept Nikon, whether because of his youth or for some other reason. Instead, he sent him to 
his disciple St Athanasius (September 12) at Serpukhov. But St Athanasius would not accept him right away. 
Only after seeing the young manÕs persistence did he tonsure him into the monastic schema. 

St Nikon struggled in prayer, studied Holy Scripture and persevered in virtue and purity. Because of his humility 
and the way he fulfilled each task assigned him without argument, St Nikon was called a Òzealot of obedience.Ó 
When he reached the age of thirty, he was ordained to the priesthood. After a certain while, St Athanasius blessed 
him to go see St Sergius. St Sergius, catching sight of him, said, ÒIt is good that you have come, my child 
Nikon,Ó and happily received him. 

At first, he gave orders for St Nikon to serve the brethren. The disciple passed whole days in monastic matters, 
and his nights in prayerful conversation with God. St Sergius was comforted by his virtuous life. Having received 
a special insight concerning him, St Sergius bade his disciple to dwell with him in his own cell, so that he might 
share in spiritual attainment. He instructed him in every monastic virtue, and explained much about the essence 
of spiritual life. St Sergius assigned St Nikon to the duty of assisting him, but six months before his repose, he 
appointed his disciple as his successor. Then St Sergius withdrew into seclusion. 

After the death of St Sergius (September 25, 1392), Nikon carried out his duties exactly as he was instructed by 
the founder of the monastery. He had the habit of attending all the monastic services, and never did he forsake 
common tasks, working on a equal footing with all the brethren. But the burden of being the igumen of the mon-
astery weighed upon St Nikon. Recalling his quiet life in the Serpukhov Vysotsk monastery with St Athanasius, 
and later with St Sergius, he gave up his position and retired to his own cell. 

For six years the monastery was guided by St Sava of Storozhevsk (December 3). In the year 1400 St Sava 
founded his own monastery near Zvenigorod, and the brethren entreated St Nikon to again take over its direction. 
He consented, but allotted himself a certain time each day for silence, so as to stand alone before God. 

When reports began to spread about an invasion of the Russian land by Khan Edigei (1408), St Nikon zealously 
prayed to God to spare the monastery. In a dream the Moscow hierarchs Peter (December 21) and Alexis 
(February 12) together with St Sergius appeared to him and said that he should not grieve over the destruction of 
the monastery, since it would not become desolate, but would flourish all the more. 

The monks left the monastery, taking with them relics, books, and consecrated vessels. When they returned, they 
saw that their beloved place had been reduced to ashes. But St Nikon did not despair, and the brethren began to 
restore the monastery. First of all a wooden church was built in honor of the Most Holy Trinity. It was conse-
crated on September 25, 1411, the anniversary of the repose of St Sergius. 

The monastery was restored, and St Nikon began construction of a stone church over the grave of his spiritual 
Father, St Sergius. The work crew digging the foundations uncovered the incorrupt relics of St Sergius on July 5, 
1422. Amidst universal rejoicing they placed the relics in a new reliquary and at the new site a wooden church 
was built (now the church in honor of the Descent of the Holy Spirit is at this place). St Nikon later built a new 
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Nov. 15  Eph. 2:14-22
              Luke 10:25-37
 
Nov. 16  2 Thess. 1:1-10
              Luke 14:12-15

 

Nov. 17  2 Thess. 1:10-2:2
              Luke 14:25-35

Nov. 18  2 Thess. 2:1-12
              Luke 15:1-10

Nov. 19  2 Thess. 2:13-3:5
              Luke 16:1-9

Nov. 20  2 Thess. 3:6-18
              Luke 16:15-18:  
    17:1-4
 
Nov. 21  *Heb. 9:1-7
              Luke 10:38-42;  
    11:27-28

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 15

stone church in the Name of the Most Holy Trinity. In honor and memory of his spiritual Father, he transferred 
the holy relics into this newly built church. 

St Nikon brought in the finest iconographers, Sts Andrew Rublev (July 4) and Daniel Cherny (June 13) for the 
adornment of the temple. Then St Andrew painted the Icon of the Most Holy Trinity (Hospitality of Abraham), 
embodying what was revealed to St Sergius. St Nikon was occupied with the construction of the Trinity church 
until the end of his life. 

St NikonÕs final resting place was revealed to him in a vision before his death. He summoned the brethren and 
gave them instructions. After receiving the All-Pure Body of Christ and His Precious Blood, St Nikon gave the 
brethren a last blessing and said, ÒGo forth, my soul, with joy to the place where repose is prepared for you. 
Christ is calling you.Ó 

Having made the Sign of the Cross, St Nikon died on November 27, 1426. He was buried near the reliquary of St 
Sergius. Under the hierarch Jonah (1448-1461), the hieromonk Pachomius the Logothete wrote the Service and 
Life of St Nikon. In the year 1547 a generally observed celebration to him was established. In the year 1548 a 
church named for him was built over the grave of St Nikon. In 1623 a new one was constructed in its place, in 
which the relics of St Nikon rest in a crypt. The 500 year anniversary of the repose of St Nikon was solemnly ob-
served in 1976 at the Trinity-Sergeev Lavra. 
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St. Vladimir Campground

2016 Fundraising

The St. Vladimir Camp Committee is planning a number of improvements for 
the future of our facility.  To accomplish these goals will, of course, require 
funding.  To initiate this Þnancing a very generous donor (wishing to remain 
anonymous) has come forth with a challenge for us;  the donor will match 

each $100 donation up to a total of $1000!  Can you help us grow?  If you are 
able to donate $100 (on behalf of a family member, or just because you know 

of the good things our camping program is able to accomplish each sum -
mer), please forward a check made payable to St. Vladimir Camp to me so 

that I can advise the donor of our progress.

Thank you.  Leon Sheean, Administrator,  
3496 Meadowbrook Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 44118.

FOCA Lenten Soup Sale
Sunday, December 6th, 2015

Proceeds beneÞt 

Gift of Love Program

The Merrick House Angel Tree is up! Won't you please take a tag, 
sign the sheet, and make a child's Christmas much brighter? 

Presents are due Sunday Dec. 13th, with distribution - all are wel-
come! - at Merrick House on Thursday Dec. 17th at 7:00 PM.

Suggested amount per child is $35 - you can go with that, or do 
more if you're able. A "Christmas list" is on each tag.

Any questions, please see Dan Morris. Thank you and God bless 
you for the past years' success, and in advance for another one!
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Departed:

Protopresbyter Vasilije Sokolovic
10-10-15

Archpriest Sergei Garklavs
10-19-15

Ill Afflicted & 
Special Intentions:

Father John Udics
Matushka Catherine Jula
Archpriest Theodore Bobosh
Mother Anna
Mary
Michael
Betty Balasz
David C. Baringer (friend of Karen 
Felon)
Judy Baughman
Carol Bohurjak
Frank Byndas
Navada Coneley
Elsie Conrad
John Conrad
Metodije Damljanovic (Child)
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia MorrisÕs 
brother)
Cindy Durkalski
Nadine Ellis
Nashwa Fam
Leonora Felon 

Dorothy Fowler
Vladimir Fowler
Julia Grabowski
Roger Haupt (Lisa TheodoreÕs 
cousin)
Janet Hennig (friend of Judy 
Schwind)
Sandee Holod
Matthew Hunley (Phyllis 
GindlespergerÕs brother-in-law)
Donna Jacak
Victor Jacak
Patrick Jacobson (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey (Janice TkaczÕs 
sister)
Maher Khalil
Thomas Khalil
John Kovalski (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Dorothy Laskovich
Paul Laskovich
Ralph Magee (Erin ZawolowyczÕs 
father)
Paul Mihal
Anna Mysiw (friend and neighbor of 
Helen Antonik)

Lydia Mytrohovich
Maude Palumbo (Michelle RajischÕs 
mother)
Debra Parhamovich (Karen FelonÕs 
sister)
Grace Parhamovich (Karen FelonÕs 
mother) 
Daria Petrokowski
Debby Pinta
Cindy Powkowski
Cheryl Regrut (Deb EllisÕs 
sister-in-law)
Valerie Rolls (Fr. JohnÕs cousin)
Dorothy Romig
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Elaine Sudnick (Joy PfeifferÕs 
mother)
Janice Tkacz
Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Erin Zawolowycz
Theodore Zolikoff (Nick ZolikoffÕs 
father)
Alice Zdinak (Fr. JohnÕs Mother)

Douglas & Kaitlyn Evans
& Unborn Child

Gabriel & Shyanne Tabeling
& Unborn Child

Please note that names will remain on the list for 
approximately one month and then removed. 
If you would like a name to be relisted, please 

contact the o!ce at 216-741-1310.
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at todayÕs Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

       

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 
  
 
 
 Coffee Hour:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Greeters:                                    
    11/15/15! ! Dan & Lavinia Morris! ! ! ! ! ! Sonia Vorell & Paul Pangrace
    11/22/15! ! Cathy Weber & Mat. Jenn Boerio! ! ! Mat. Jenn Boerio & Tammy Ponomarenko
    11/29/15! ! Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk! ! ! Michael Tabeling & Linda Smotzer
     12/6/15! ! Nick & Kate Zolikoff!! ! ! ! ! ! Karen Felon & Sonia Vorell
    12/13/15! ! Steve Rusnak! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Linda Smotzer & Michael Tabeling
    12/20/15! ! Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind!! ! ! Mat. Jenn Boerio & Tammy Ponomarenko
    12/27/15! ! Joy & David Pfeiffer!! ! ! ! ! ! Nina & Elizabeth Antonik


 
 
 
 
 
 


GODÕS GIFTS TO US - 
OUR GIFTS TO GOD

      

     Weekly expenses:     $ 6,538.00   

      Last weekÕs collection       $ 3,216.00                  

  Over/Under   <  $ 3,322.00  >          

FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick 

House. They currently use the bags in their Moms 

First program. We can always use your help by 

"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10 

Þlls a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping 

those in need. - Dan Morris 

 Dome Lighters
          !Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be  made for The Health Of   

           or In Memory Of  your loved ones.  Contact the Parish Office if you are  interested.

! ! For the entire 2015 year: 


 
 In loving memory of Olga Fritskey

! ! from John & Ruth Fritskey
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Cookie Walk

Saturday, December 12th 

@ AgostinoÕs.

Details coming soon!



  St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral  Ambo - Page 9

�(�Y
�H

�U
���W

�K
�L�Q

�N
���D

�E
�R

�X
�W

���Y
�R

�O
�X

�Q
�W

�H
�H

�U
�L�Q

�J�"
 

 

“�'�R
���,���K

�D
�Y

�H
���D

�Q
�\���J�L�I�W

�V
���W

�R
���R

�I�I�H
�U

�"
” 

�7�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H���D��
�E�H�W�W�H�U���W�L�P�H���W�R���M�R�L�Q���W�K�H��

�I�L�J�K�W���I�R�U���O�L�I�H���W�K�D�Q 
�1�2�:��  

“�%
�X

�W
���,���G

�R
�Q

’�W
���N

�Q
�R

�Z
���K

�R
�Z

���W
�R

���K
�H

�O
�S

��
” 

�6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�����'�H�F�������� 
 �������������D�P�² 4:00 �S�P 
 
�$�U�F�K�D�Q�J�H�O���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���&�K�X�U�F�K 
 �����������0�L�O�O���5�G�����%�U�R�D�G�Y�L�H�Z���+�W�V�����2�+ 
 
�/�X�Q�F�K���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�Q�W�D�O���%�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G 

�5�6�9�3���W�R���.�D�W�K�\���#����������������-��������  

“�,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���K�H�O�S����
�E�X�W���Z�K�D�W���F�D�Q���,��
�G�R�"” “�,�I���R�Q�O�\���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H��

�Z�R�X�O�G���W�H�D�F�K���P�H��
�K�R�Z���W�R���K�H�O�S” 

***The Altar Society still has cookies for sale***

Kolache - $6/dozen

Russian tea cakes - $1/bag
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Please join us for a special Christmas holiday program in the 

historic St. Theodosius Cathedral in the Tremont community   

on Cleveland’s west side. Each year our program reflects the 

large repertoire of liturgical music from the Orthodox Christian 

Church. We sing a cappella, in English, and in concert format. 

Come experience the beauty of this national landmark and 

example of Eastern Orthodox Christianity in practice. Following 

the Cathedral Choir’s program all are invited to participate in  a 

sing-a-long of popular carols! 
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733 Starkweather Avenue 

www.sttheodosius.org 

Telephone: 216-741-1310 
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WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE

2015Sunday, Nov. 15
MARTYRS GURIAS,
SAMONAS AND ABIBUS
OF EDESSA
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Unction Service @
St. MaryÕs Romanian Orthodox

Monday, Nov. 16
HOLY APOSTLE AND 
EVANGELIST MATTHEW

Tuesday, Nov. 17
ST. GREGORY THE
WONDERWORKER
VEN. NIKON OF RADONEZH
6:30 PM Orthodoxy 101 @
Parish Hall

Wednesday, Nov. 18
MARTYRS PLATO AND
ROMANUS
6:00 PM Akathist to the Nativity 
of Christ

Thursday, Nov. 19
PROPHET OBADIAH
MARTYR BARLAAM
11:00 Faith Enrichment @
AgostinoÕs
7:00 PM Balkan Wine Tasting @
AgostinoÕs

Friday, Nov. 20
VEN. GREGORY
DECAPOLITES

Saturday, Nov. 21
ENTRY OF THE
MOST-HOLY THEOTOKOS
INTO THE TEMPLE
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Great Vespers
6:30 PM BritainÕs Finest @
AgostinoÕs

Sunday, Nov. 22
APOSTLES OF THE 70:
PHILEMON, ARCHIPPUS
AND MARTYR APPHIA
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral

733 Starkweather Avenue


Cleveland, Ohio 44113    
        "            NOVEMBER

     REMINDER:
Please be sure 
that cell phones 
are turned o#
before entering 
the temple.     

NOVEMBER
Special Collection

 
 

CHRISTMAS
CHARITY


