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Mailing:
733 Starkweather Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44113
T 216. 741. 1310
F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

- Archpriest John Zdinak, 
   Dean

   dean@sttheodosius.org

   Cell: 216. 554. 7282

 - Dn. Daniel Boerio

 - Subdeacon Theodore
   Lentz, Sacristan

 - Reader Julius Kovach,
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

 - Casandra Vasu,                                                             
   Office Administrator
   Office Hours, M-F
   9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Ambo
ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days

5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

* AMBO: Articles for publi-
cation should be submitted 
to: sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week 
before noon.

* CALENDAR: Event dates 
must be submitted by the 
15th of each month.

NOVEMBER 16, 2014
HOLY APOSTLE AND

EVANGELIST MATTHEW

VEN. NIKON OF RADONEZH

NOVEMBER 17

http://www.sttheodosius.org
http://www.sttheodosius.org
mailto:dean@sttheodosius.org
mailto:dean@sttheodosius.org
mailto:dean@sttheodosius.org
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mailto:sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
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Saint Nikon, Abbot of Radonezh, a disciple and successor of St Sergius of Radonezh (September 25 and July 5), 
was born at Yuriev-Polsk. Having heard of the angelic life of the Radonezh Wonderworker, the young man came 
to St Sergius and requested to be tonsured into the angelic schema.

St Sergius did not accept Nikon, whether because of his youth or for some other reason. Instead, he sent him to 
his disciple St Athanasius (September 12) at Serpukhov. But St Athanasius would not accept him right away. 
Only after seeing the young man’s persistence did he tonsure him into the monastic schema.

St Nikon struggled in prayer, studied Holy Scripture and persevered in virtue and purity. Because of his humility 
and the way he fulfilled each task assigned him without argument, St Nikon was called a “zealot of obedience.” 
When he reached the age of thirty, he was ordained to the priesthood. After a certain while, St Athanasius blessed 
him to go see St Sergius. St Sergius, catching sight of him, said, “It is good that you have come, my child 
Nikon,” and happily received him.

At first, he gave orders for St Nikon to serve the brethren. The disciple passed whole days in monastic matters, 
and his nights in prayerful conversation with God. St Sergius was comforted by his virtuous life. Having received 
a special insight concerning him, St Sergius bade his disciple to dwell with him in his own cell, so that he might 
share in spiritual attainment. He instructed him in every monastic virtue, and explained much about the essence 
of spiritual life. St Sergius assigned St Nikon to the duty of assisting him, but six months before his repose, he 
appointed his disciple as his successor. Then St Sergius withdrew into seclusion.

After the death of St Sergius (September 25, 1392), Nikon carried out his duties exactly as he was instructed by 
the founder of the monastery. He had the habit of attending all the monastic services, and never did he forsake 
common tasks, working on a equal footing with all the brethren. But the burden of being the igumen of the mon-
astery weighed upon St Nikon. Recalling his quiet life in the Serpukhov Vysotsk monastery with St Athanasius, 
and later with St Sergius, he gave up his position and retired to his own cell.

For six years the monastery was guided by St Sava of Storozhevsk (December 3). In the year 1400 St Sava 
founded his own monastery near Zvenigorod, and the brethren entreated St Nikon to again take over its direction. 
He consented, but allotted himself a certain time each day for silence, so as to stand alone before God.

When reports began to spread about an invasion of the Russian land by Khan Edigei (1408), St Nikon zealously 
prayed to God to spare the monastery. In a dream the Moscow hierarchs Peter (December 21) and Alexis 
(February 12) together with St Sergius appeared to him and said that he should not grieve over the destruction of 
the monastery, since it would not become desolate, but would flourish all the more.

The monks left the monastery, taking with them relics, books, and consecrated vessels. When they returned, they 
saw that their beloved place had been reduced to ashes. But St Nikon did not despair, and the brethren began to 
restore the monastery. First of all a wooden church was built in honor of the Most Holy Trinity. It was conse-
crated on September 25, 1411, the anniversary of the repose of St Sergius.

The monastery was restored, and St Nikon began construction of a stone church over the grave of his spiritual 
Father, St Sergius. The work crew digging the foundations uncovered the incorrupt relics of St Sergius on July 5, 
1422. Amidst universal rejoicing they placed the relics in a new reliquary and at the new site a wooden church 
was built (now the church in honor of the Descent of the Holy Spirit is at this place). St Nikon later built a new 
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stone church in the Name of the Most Holy Trinity. In honor and memory of his spiritual Father, he transferred 
the holy relics into this newly built church.

St Nikon brought in the finest iconographers, Sts Andrew Rublev (July 4) and Daniel Cherny (June 13) for the 
adornment of the temple. Then St Andrew painted the Icon of the Most Holy Trinity (Hospitality of Abraham), 
embodying what was revealed to St Sergius. St Nikon was occupied with the construction of the Trinity church 
until the end of his life.

St Nikon’s final resting place was revealed to him in a vision before his death. He summoned the brethren and 
gave them instructions. After receiving the All-Pure Body of Christ and His Precious Blood, St Nikon gave the 
brethren a last blessing and said, “Go forth, my soul, with joy to the place where repose is prepared for you. 
Christ is calling you.”

Having made the Sign of the Cross, St Nikon died on November 27, 1426. He was buried near the reliquary of St 
Sergius. Under the hierarch Jonah (1448-1461), the hieromonk Pachomius the Logothete wrote the Service and 
Life of St Nikon. In the year 1547 a generally observed celebration to him was established. In the year 1548 a 
church named for him was built over the grave of St Nikon. In 1623 a new one was constructed in its place, in 
which the relics of St Nikon rest in a crypt. The 500 year anniversary of the repose of St Nikon was solemnly ob-
served in 1976 at the Trinity-Sergeev Lavra.

Nov. 16  Eph. 2:4-10
              Luke 10:25-37

Nov. 17  1 Thess. 2:20-3:8
              Luke 14:12-15

 

Nov. 18  1 Thess. 3:9-13
              Luke 14:25-35

Nov. 19  1 Thess. 4:1-12
              Luke 15:1-10

Nov. 20  1 Thess. 5:1-8
              Luke 16:1-9

Nov. 21  Heb. 9:1-7
             Luke 10:38-42,
    11:27-28
 
Nov. 22  2 Cor. 11:1-6
              Luke 9:57-62

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 16
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Russian Translator needed.
Please contact the parish 
office at 216-741-1310 or 

sttheocemetery@yahoo.com 
if you are able to offer 

your services. 

EOWG Meeting
Monday, November 17th, 

2014 at 6:00 PM
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church

Speaker: Fr. Alexander 
Garklavs

Our annual Angel Tree for 
Merrick House is now set up 
in the foyer! Take a name, 

sign the sheet, and help make 
a child's Christmas bright. 
Gifts must be brought to 

church no later than Sunday,
December 14th, and we will 
be distributing them again at 
Merrick House on Thursday, 

December 18th. See Dan 
Morris for more info, and 

God bless you for helping - 
every year has 

been wonderful!

mailto:sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
mailto:sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Departed:

Patricia Baldner
10-09-14

Trofim Laganiak (Anastasia 
Pogorily’s brother-in-law) 
10-20-14

George Tabeling (Michael 
Tabeling’s father)
10-24-14

Dr. Constance Tarasar
11-07-14

Armand Trasoline (Fr. John’s 
cousin)
11-08-14

Ill Afflicted & 
Special Intentions:

Deacon Basil Frenchek
Hieromonk Joseph
Mat. Vera Proctor
Mat. May Ozone 
Mat. Catherine Jula
Mother Anna
Sr. Anastasia
Michael
Betty Balasz
Judy Baughman
Carol Bohurjak
Thomas Bohurjak, Jr.
Frank Byndas
Navada Coneley
Elsie Conrad
John Conrad

Anne Crichton (Joseph Crichton’s 
sister-in-law)
Christine Crichton
Thomas Crichton (Joseph Crichton’s 
brother)
Laina Dachtyl
Metodije Damljanovic (Child)
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia Morris’s 
brother)
Michelle Dunn (Sonia Vorell’s 
cousin)
Cindy Durkalski
Debra Ellis (Katie & Nadine Ellis’s 
mother)
Peter Fickinger (friend of Joseph 
Crichton)
Vladimir Fowler
Frank Fox (Carol Machaskee’s son)
Kathy Garlesky
Julia Grabowski
Roger Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s 
cousin)
Sandee Holod
Matthew Hungley (Phyllis 
Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law)
Donna Jacak
Victor Jacak
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey 
(Janice Tkacz’s sister)
John Kovalski (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Dorothy Laskovich
Paul Laskovich
Elise Manella

Anna Mysiw (friend and neighbor of 
Helen Antonik)
Karen Ohlin (Tatiana Boyczewski’s 
daughter-in-law’s mother)
Maude Palumbo (Michelle Rajisch’s 
mother)
Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 
sister)
Grace Parhamovich 
(Karen Felon’s mother) 
Donna Pelton 
John A. Petkac (Gartman)
Peter and Gina Petkac (Judy 
Gartman’s brother & sister-in-law)
Alaine Pimsner (Judy Schwind’s 
niece)
Anastasia Pogorily
Cindy Powkowski
Marshall Prock
Joseph Rusynyk
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Mary Ann Silberhorn
Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s 
mother)
Frank Tkacz
Janice Tkacz
Donald Tipka
Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
John Yavornitzki
Erin Zawolowycz
Elaine Zdinak
Elizabeth Zdinak

Fr. Andrew & Presbytera Lori
Lentz & Unborn Child

Please contact the Parish Office at 216-741-1310 
when names need to be removed from the 

prayer list. Thank you. 
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

       
COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 

  
 
 
 Coffee Hour:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Greeters:                                    
    11/16/14
 
 Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind

 
 
 Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
    11/23/14
 
 Dan & Lavinia Morris
 
 
 
 
 
 Sonia Vorell & Virginia Medvec    
    11/30/14
 
 Mat. Cindy Zdinak & Mat. Jenn Boerio
 
 Michael Tabeling & Linda Smotzer
     12/7/14
 
 Nick & Kate Zolikoff

 
 
 
 
 
 Mat. Jenn Boerio & Karen Felon
    12/14/14
 
 Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk
 
 
 Michael Tabeling & Tammy Ponomarenko
    12/21/14
 
 Mary Swit & Tammy Ponomarenko
 
 
 Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
    12/28/14
 
 Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind

 
 
 Michael Tabeling
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 





GOD’S GIFTS TO US - 
OUR GIFTS TO GOD

      

     Weekly expenses:     $ 6,538.00   
      Last week’s collection       $ 3,395.00                  
  Over/Under   <  $ 3,143.00  >          

 Dome Lighters
          
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be  made for The Health Of   

           or In Memory Of  your loved ones.  Contact the Parish Office if you are  interested.

FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick 
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms 
First program. We can always use your help by 
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10 
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping 
those in need. - Dan Morris 
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Saint Gregory the Decapolite (November 20th) was born in the Isaurian city of Decapolis (ten cities) in the 
eighth century. From his childhood he loved the temple of God and church services. He read the Holy Scripture 
constantly and with reverence.

In order to avoid the marriage which his parents had intended for him, he secretly left home. He spent all his life 
wandering: he was in Constantinople, Rome, Corinth, and he lived as an ascetic on Olympus for a while. St 
Gregory preached the Word of God everywhere, denouncing the Iconoclast heresy, strengthening the faith and 
fortitude of the Orthodox, whom the heretics in those times oppressed, tortured and imprisoned.

Through his ascetic effort and prayer, St Gregory attained the gifts of prophecy and wonderworking. After over-
coming the passions and reaching the height of virtue, he was permitted to hear angelic singing in praise of the 
Holy Trinity. St Gregory left the monastery of St Menas near Thessalonica, where he had labored for a long time, 
and he went again to Constantinople in order to combat the Iconoclast heresy. At the capital, a grievous illness 
undermined his strength, and he departed to the Lord in the year 816.

St Gregory was buried at a monastery in Constantinople, and many miracles took place at his tomb. As a result, 
the monks removed the holy relics of St Gregory and enshrined them in the church where people could venerate 
them.

When Constantinople fell to the Turks in 1453, the relics of St Gregory were carried to the region of the Danube 
by a Turkish official. In 1498 Barbu Craiovescu, the Ban of the Romanian Land (Wallachia) heard of the mira-
cles performed by the holy relics and bought them for a considerable sum of money. Barbu Craiovescu placed 
the relics in the main church of Bistritsa Monastery which he founded in Rimnicu Vilcea, where they remain to 
the present day.
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FOCA Lenten Soup Sale
Sunday, December 7th, 2014

Proceeds benefit 
Gift of Love Program
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The Greater Cleveland Council of Orthodox Clergy  
Present the 22nd Annual 

Inter-Orthodox Nativity Concert  
Sunday, December 7, 2014  

5:00 p.m.  
 
 

Free admission                  Free Will Donation 
Refreshments  will be served following the Concert in the 

Cultural Hall. Everyone is welcome! 
 

For more details, contact 440-331-2246 or sdgoc@ohiocoxmail.com

Host Parish  St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church  
22909 Center Ridge Road, Rocky River  ~   saintdemetriosrr.org 
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DECEMBER 2ϭ, 201ϰ 
CLEVELAND LANDMARK 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
3ϴth Annual Concert at 3:00 PM 
Please join us for a special Christmas holiday program in the 

historic St. Theodosius Cathedral of the Tremont community   

on Cleveland’s west side. Each year our program reflects the 

large repertoire of liturgical music from the Orthodox Christian 

Church. We sing a cappella, in English, and in concert format. 

Come experience the beauty of this national landmark and 

example of Eastern Orthodox Christianity in practice. Following 

the Cathedral Choir’s program all are invited to participate in  a 

sing-a-long of popular carols! 

Tours: 1 PM 
Concert: 3 PM 

FRE 

Visit the “Mother” 
Church of the 

many Orthodox 
Churches in 

northeast Ohio! 

FREE AND OPEN 
TO ALL! 

Reception after 
the concert. 

We keep “Christ” 
in Christmas! 

ST. THEODOSIUS 
CATHEDRAL 

733 Starkweather Avenue 

www.sttheodosius.org 

Telephone: 216-741-1310 
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WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE

  

2014Sunday, Nov. 16
HOLY APOSTLE AND
EVANGELIST MATTHEW
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, Nov. 17
ST. GREGORY THE
WONDERWORKER
ST. NIKON OF RADONEZH
6:00 PM EOWG Meeting @
Holy Trinity
6:00 PM Parish Council 
Meeting @ Ridge Manor

Tuesday, Nov. 18
MARTYRS PLATON & ROMAN
ST. TIKHON,
PATRIARCH OF MOSCOW

Wednesday, Nov. 19
PROPHET OBADIAH
MARTYR BARLAAM
6:00 PM Akathist Hymn to the
Nativity of Christ

Thursday, Nov. 20
VEN. GREGORY
DECAPOLITES
11:00 Faith Enrichment @
Ridge Manor
6:00 PM Vesperal Liturgy

Friday, Nov. 21
ENTRY OF THE 
MOST-HOLY THEOTOKOS
INTO THE TEMPLE

Saturday, Nov. 22
APOSTLES OF THE 70:
PHILEMON, ARCHIPPUS
AND MARTYR APPHIA
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Nov. 23
ST. AMPHILOCHIUS,
BP. OF ICONIUM
RT. BLV. GREAT PRINCE
ALEXANDER NEVSKY
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral

733 Starkweather Avenue


Cleveland, Ohio 44113    
                              NOVEMBER

     REMINDER:
Please be sure 
that cell phones 
are turned off
before entering 
the temple.     

NOVEMBER
Special Collection

 
 

CHRISTMAS
CHARITY

ADVENT FAST
Nov. 15th - Dec. 25th


