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Mailing:
733 Starkweather Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44113
T 216. 741. 1310
F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

 - Archpriest John Zdinak, 
   Dean

   dean@sttheodosius.org

   Cell: 216. 554. 7282

 - Father Jacob Van Sickle
 
 - Protodeacon Daniel Boerio

 - Subdeacon Theodore
   Lentz, Sacristan

 - Reader Julius Kovach,
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

 - Reader Paul Pangrace,
   Ambo Editor

Ambo
ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

*AMBO: Articles for 
publication should be 
submitted to the office by 
Wednesday of each week 
before noon.

* CALENDAR: Event dates 
must be submitted by the 
15th of each month.

NOVEMBER 19, 2017
PROPHET OBADIAH
MARTYR BARLAAM

GREATMARTYR CATHERINE

NOVEMBER 24
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The Holy Great Martyr Catherine was the daughter of Constus, the governor of Alexandrian Egypt during the 
reign of the emperor Maximian (305-313). Living in the capital, the center of Hellenistic knowledge, and 
possessed of a rare beauty and intellect, Catherine received an excellent education, studying the works of the 
greatest philosophers and teachers of antiquity. Young men from the most worthy families of the empire sought 
the hand of the beautiful Catherine, but she was not interested in any of them. She told her parents that she would 
enter into marriage only with someone who surpassed her in nobility, wealth, comeliness and wisdom. 

Catherine’s mother, a secret Christian, sent her to her own spiritual Father, a saintly Elder living in a cave outside 
the city, for advice. After listening to Catherine, the Elder said that he knew of a Youth who surpassed her in 
everything. “His countenance is more radiant than the shining of the sun, and all of creation is governed by His 
wisdom. His riches are given to all the nations of the world, yet they never diminish. His compassion is 
unequaled.” 

This description of the Heavenly Bridegroom produced in the soul of the holy maiden an ardent desire to see 
Him. “If you do as I tell you,” said the monk, “you will gaze upon the countenance of this illustrious man.” In 
parting, the Elder handed Catherine an icon of the Theotokos with the divine Child Jesus on Her arm and told her 
to pray with faith to the Queen of Heaven, the Mother of the Heavenly Bridegroom, and She would hear 
Catherine and grant her heart’s desire. 

Catherine prayed all night and was permitted to see the Most Holy Virgin, Who said Her Divine Son, “Behold 
Thy handmaiden Catherine, how fair and virtuous she is.” But the Child turned His face away from her saying, 
“No, she is ugly and unbelieving. She is a foolish pauper, and I cannot bear to look at her until she forsakes her 
impiety.” 

Catherine returned again to the Elder deeply saddened, and told him what she had seen in the dream. He lovingly 
received her, instructed her in the faith of Christ, admonished her to preserve her purity and integrity and to pray 
unceasingly. She then received the Mystery of holy Baptism from him. Again Saint Catherine had a vision of the 
Most Holy Theotokos with Her Child. Now the Lord looked tenderly at her and gave her a beautiful ring, a 
wondrous token of her betrothal to the Heavenly Bridegroom (This ring is still on her hand). 

At that time the emperor Maximian was in Alexandria for a pagan festival. Therefore, the celebration was 
especially splendid and crowded. The cries of the sacrificial animals, the smoke and the smell of the sacrifices, 
the endless blazing of fires, and the bustling crowds at the arenas defiled the city of Alexandria. Human victims 
also were brought, the confessors of Christ, those who would not deny Him under torture. They were condemned 
to death in the fire. The saint’s love for the Christian martyrs and her fervent desire to ease their sufferings 
compelled Catherine to speak to the pagan priest and to the emperor Maximian. 

Introducing herself, the saint confessed her faith in the One True God and with wisdom exposed the errors of the 
pagans. The beauty of the maiden captivated the emperor. In order to convince her and to show the superiority of 
pagan wisdom, the emperor ordered fifty of the most learned philosophers and rhetoricians of the Empire to 
dispute with her, but the saint got the better of the wise men, so that they came to believe in Christ themselves. 
Saint Catherine made the Sign of the Cross over the martyrs, and they bravely accepted death for Christ and were 
burned alive by order of the emperor. 
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Maximian, no longer hoping to convince the saint, tried to entice her with the promise of riches and fame. 
Receiving an angry refusal, the emperor gave orders to subject the saint to terrible tortures and then throw her in 
prison. The Empress Augusta, who had heard much about the saint, wanted to see her. She prevailed upon the 
military commander Porphyrius to accompany her to the prison with a detachment of soldiers. The empress was 
impressed by the strong spirit of Saint Catherine, whose face was radiant with divine grace. The holy martyr 
explained the Christian teaching to them, and they were converted to Christ. 

On the following day they again brought the martyr to the judgment court where, under the threat of being 
broken on the wheel, they urged that she renounce the Christian Faith and offer sacrifice to the gods. The saint 
steadfastly confessed Christ and she herself approached the wheels; but an angel smashed the instruments of 
execution, which shattered into pieces with many pagans standing nearby. 

Having beheld this wonder, the Empress Augusta and the imperial courtier Porphyrius with 200 soldiers 
confessed their faith in Christ in front of everyone, and they were beheaded. Maximian again tried to entice the 
holy martyr, proposing marriage to her, and again he was refused. Saint Catherine firmly confessed her fidelity to 
the heavenly Bridegroom Christ, and with a prayer to Him she herself lay her head on the block beneath the 
executioner’s sword. 

The relics of Saint Catherine were taken by the angels to Mount Sinai. In the sixth century,, the venerable head 
and left hand of the holy martyr were found through a revelation and transferred with honor to a 
newly-constructed church of the Sinai monastery, built by the holy Emperor Justinian (November 14). 

Saint Catherine is called upon for relief and assistance during a difficult childbirth. Pilgrims to her monastery on 
Mt Sinai are given souvenir rings as a remembrance of their visit. 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 19

Nov. 19  Eph. 2:14-22
     Luke 12:16-21
 
Nov. 20  1 Thess. 1:1-10
              Luke 17:20-25

Nov. 21  Heb. 9:1-7
              Luke 10:38-42;
    11:27-28

Nov. 22  2 Thess. 2:1-12
    Luke 18:15-17,26-30

Nov. 23  2 Thess. 2:13-3:5
              Luke 18:31-34

Nov. 24  2 Thess. 3:6-18
    Luke 19:12-28

Nov. 25  Gal. 1:3-10
    Luke 10:19-21

                

A warm welcome to Fr. Yaroslav 
Stebelskyy and Mat. Galina. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Departed:

Ill Afflicted & 
Special Intentions:

Parish of St. Matthew’s
Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan
Archpriest Theodore Bobosh
Child Katie
Julia
Christopher Baymiller (friend of 
Paul Pangrace)
Paula Baymiller (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Carol Bohurjak
Marie Borland
Elizabeth Bullock (friend of the 
Jacobsons)
Julie Byndas
Gregory Cervo
Elsie Conrad
Arlene Czajkowski
Jerry Czajkowski
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia Morris’s 
brother)
Gregory Galan

Joseph Gammalo
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s sister)
John Kovalski (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s 
brother)
Paul Mihal
Irene Mysiw (friend of Helen 
Antonik)
Andrew Mytrohovich
Daniel O’Donnell
Pat O’Donnell
Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 
sister)
Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 
mother)
Anastasia Pogorily
Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s 
daughter)

Kay Rogozinski (Janice Tkacz’s 
mother)
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Andrew Sykaluk
Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s 
mother)
Janice Tkacz
Robert Walsh (friend of The Felons)
Colleen Walsh (friend of the The 
Felons)
Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Erin Zawolowycz
Peter Zimmerman

Christopher & Melanie (Wayne & 
Gayle Vidovich’s daughter) Hunter 
& Unborn Child

Richard & Natalie (Evans) Thombs 
& Unborn Child

*** Please make sure that when you call to have names added to the Prayer 
List that you give the person’s Christian name AND last name. Thank you. ***
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

       
COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 

  
 
 
 Coffee Hour:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Greeters:                                    
   11/19/17
 
 Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk
 
 
 Tammy & Eva Ponomarenko
   11/26/17
 
 Cathy Weber & Mat. Jenn Boerio
 
 
 Michael Tabeling & Paul Pangrace

    12/3/17
 
 Dan & Lavinia Morris
 
 
 
 
 
 Mat. Jenn Boerio & Karen Felon

   12/10/17
 
 Mats. Cindy Zdinak & Jenna Van Sickle 
 
 Igor Gajewsky & Linda Smotzer
   12/17/17
 
 Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind

 
 
 Linda Smotzer & Igor Gajewsky
   12/24/17
 
 Michael Tabeling & Michael Udell
 
 
 Tammy & Eva Ponomarenko
   12/31/17
 
 Steve Rusnak & Jim Schwind
 
 
 
 Igor Gajewsky & Paul Pangrace

 
 
 
 
 




FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick 
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms 

First program. We can always use your help by 
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10 
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping 

those in need. - Dan Morris 

 Dome Lighters
          
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be  made for The Health Of   

           or In Memory Of  your loved ones.  Contact the Parish Office if you are  interested.


 
 For the entire 2017 year: 


 
 In loving memory of Olga Fritskey


 
 from John & Ruth Fritskey


 


 Save the Date
41st Annual Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 17th, 2017

1:00 PM  - Tours
3:00 PM - Concert
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Thank you SO very much for the swift response 
to our Angel Tree! All of the names have been 

taken. Gifts are due by Sunday, December 10th. 
Distribution will be a Merrick House on 

Thursday, December 14th. All are welcome. 
God bless you for your kindness. (Any 

questions, please see Dan Morris).
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The 2018 Historic Images of Tremont Calendar is now 
available. It is sponsored by the Tremont History Project, an 

organization dedicated to preserving the unique history of the 
Tremont neighborhood. St. Theodosius Cathedral is featured 

again this year as it has been for the past two years. 
Calendars are $10 and the money is used to continue the work 

of the committee which includes thrice yearly church tours. 
Please see Dorothy Winovich for more information. 
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WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE

2017Sunday, Nov. 19
PROPHET OBADIAH
MARTYR BARLAAM
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, Nov. 20
VEN. GREGORY
DECAPOLITES
6:00 PM Great Vespers
7:00 PM Bible Study @ Parish Hall

Tuesday, Nov. 21
ENTRY OF THE 
MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS
INTO THE TEMPLE
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, Nov. 22
APOSTLES OF THE 70:
PHILEMON, ARCHIPPUS
AND MARTYR APPHIA
6:00 PM Thanksgiving Eve
Vesperal Divine Liturgy

Thursday, Nov. 23
ST. AMPHILOCHIUS,
BP. OF ICONIUM
RT. BLV. GREAT PRINCE
ALEXANDER NEVSKY
11:00 AM Thanksgiving Day Buffet @
Copper Stone
Parish Office Closed
No Faith Enrichment 

Friday, Nov. 24
GREATMARTYR CATHERINE
GREATMARTYR MERCURIUS
MARTYR MERKURY
Parish Office Closed

Saturday, Nov. 25
HIEROMARTYR CLEMENT,
POPE OF ROME
ST. CLEMENT OF OCHRID,
EQUAL-TO-THE-APOSTLES
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Nov. 26
VEN. ALYPIUS THE STYLITE
ST. INNOCENT OF IRKUTSK
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
11:00 AM Panahida for Martha, Mary
& Thomas Gajewsky

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral

733 Starkweather Avenue


Cleveland, Ohio 44113    
                               NOVEMBER

     REMINDER:
Please be sure 
that cell phones 
are turned off
before entering 
the temple.     

NOVEMBER
Special Collection

CHRISTMAS
CHARITY


