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Mailing:
733 Starkweather Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44113
T 216. 741. 1310
F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

 - Archpriest John Zdinak, 
   Dean

   dean@sttheodosius.org

   Cell: 216. 554. 7282

 - Father Jacob Van Sickle

 - Protodeacon Daniel Boerio

 - Subdeacon Theodore
   Lentz, Sacristan

 - Reader Julius Kovach,
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

 - Reader Paul Pangrace,
   Ambo Editor

Ambo
ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days

5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

* AMBO: Articles for 
publication should be 
submitted to: 
sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week 
before noon.

* CALENDAR: Event dates 
must be submitted by the 

OCTOBER 1, 2017
PROTECTION (POKROV)

OF THE MOST HOLY
THEOTOKOS

PROTECTION OF THE THEOTOKOS
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The Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos: “Today the Virgin stands in the midst of the Church, and with choirs 
of Saints she invisibly prays to God for us. Angels and Bishops venerate Her, Apostles and prophets rejoice 
together, Since for our sake she prays to the Eternal God!” 

This miraculous appearance of the Mother of God occurred in the mid-tenth century in Constantinople, in the 
Blachernae church where her robe, veil, and part of her belt were preserved after being transferred from Palestine 
in the fifth century. 

On Sunday, October 1, during the All Night Vigil, when the church was overflowing with those at prayer, the 
Fool-for-Christ Saint Andrew (October 2), at the fourth hour, lifted up his eyes towards the heavens and beheld 
our most Holy Lady Theotokos coming through the air, resplendent with heavenly light and surrounded by an 
assembly of the Saints. Saint John the Baptist and the holy Apostle John the Theologian accompanied the Queen 
of Heaven. On bended knees the Most Holy Virgin tearfully prayed for Christians for a long time. Then, coming 
near the Bishop’s Throne, she continued her prayer. 

After completing her prayer she took her veil and spread it over the people praying in church, protecting them 
from enemies both visible and invisible. The Most Holy Lady Theotokos was resplendent with heavenly glory, 
and the protecting veil in her hands gleamed “more than the rays of the sun.” Saint Andrew gazed trembling at 
the miraculous vision and he asked his disciple, the blessed Epiphanius standing beside him, “Do you see, 
brother, the Holy Theotokos, praying for all the world?” Epiphanius answered, “I do see, holy Father, and I am in 
awe.”

The Ever-Blessed Mother of God implored the Lord Jesus Christ to accept the prayers of all the people calling on 
His Most Holy Name, and to respond speedily to her intercession, “O Heavenly King, accept all those who pray 
to You and call on my name for help. Do not let them go away from my icon unheard.” 

Saints Andrew and Epiphanius were worthy to see the Mother of God at prayer, and “for a long time observed 
the Protecting Veil spread over the people and shining with flashes of glory. As long as the Most Holy Theotokos 
was there, the Protecting Veil was also visible, but with her departure it also became invisible. After taking it 
with her, she left behind the grace of her visitation.”

At the Blachernae church, the memory of the miraculous appearance of the Mother of God was remembered. In 
the fourteenth century, the Russian pilgrim and clerk Alexander, saw in the church an icon of the Most Holy 
Theotokos praying for the world, depicting Saint Andrew in contemplation of her. 

The Primary Chronicle of Saint Nestor reflects that the protective intercession of the Mother of God was needed 
because an attack of a large pagan Russian fleet under the leadership of Askole and Dir. The feast celebrates the 
divine destruction of the fleet which threatened Constantinople itself, sometime in the years 864-867 or 
according to the Russian historian Vasiliev, on June 18, 860. Ironically, this Feast is considered important by the 
Slavic Churches but not by the Greeks. 

The Primary Chronicle of Saint Nestor also notes the miraculous deliverance followed an all-night Vigil and the 
dipping of the garment of the Mother of God into the waters of the sea at the Blachernae church, but does not 
mention Saints Andrew and Epiphanius and their vision of the Mother of God at prayer. These latter elements, 
and the beginnings of the celebrating of the Feast of the Protection, seem to postdate Saint Nestor and the 
Chronicle. A further historical complication might be noted under (October 2) dating Saint Andrew’s death to the 
year 936. 
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The year of death might not be quite reliable, or the assertion that he survived to a ripe old age after the vision of 
his youth, or that his vision involved some later pagan Russian raid which met with the same fate. The suggestion 
that Saint Andrew was a Slav (or a Scythian according to other sources, such as S. V. Bulgakov) is interesting, 
but not necessarily accurate. The extent of Slavic expansion and repopulation into Greece is the topic of scholarly 
disputes.

In the PROLOGUE, a Russian book of the twelfth century, a description of the establishment of the special Feast 
marking this event states, “For when we heard, we realized how wondrous and merciful was the vision... and it 
transpired that Your holy Protection should not remain without festal celebration, O Ever-Blessed One!” 

Therefore, in the festal celebration of the Protection of the Mother of God, the Russian Church sings, “With the 
choirs of the Angels, O Sovereign Lady, with the venerable and glorious prophets, with the First-Ranked 
Apostles and with the Hieromartyrs and Hierarchs, pray for us sinners, glorifying the Feast of your Protection in 
the Russian Land.” Moreover, it would seem that Saint Andrew, contemplating the miraculous vision was a Slav, 
was taken captive, and became the slave of the local inhabitant of Constantinople named Theognostus.

Churches in honor of the Protection of the Mother of God began to appear in Russia in the twelfth century. 
Widely known for its architectural merit is the temple of the Protection at Nerl, which was built in the year 1165 
by holy Prince Andrew Bogoliubsky. The efforts of this holy prince also established in the Russian Church the 
Feast of the Protection of the Mother of God, about the year 1164. 

At Novgorod in the twelfth century there was a monastery of the Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos (the 
so-called Zverin monastery) In Moscow also under Tsar Ivan the Terrible the cathedral of the Protection of the 
Mother of God was built at the church of the Holy Trinity (known as the church of Saint Basil the Blessed).

On the Feast of the Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos we implore the defense and assistance of the Queen 
of Heaven, “Remember us in your prayers, O Lady Virgin Mother of God, that we not perish by the increase of 
our sins. Protect us from every evil and from grievous woes, for in you do we hope, and venerating the Feast of 
your Protection, we magnify you.” 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 1

Oct. 1  2 Cor. 6:16-7:1
  Luke 6:31-36
 
Oct. 2  Eph. 4:25-32
            Luke 6:24-30

Oct. 3  Eph. 5:20-26
            Luke 6:37-45

Oct. 4  Eph. 5:25-33
  Luke 6:46-7:1

Oct. 5  Eph. 5:33-6:9
            Luke 7:17-30

Oct. 6  Eph. 6:18-24
  Luke 7:31-35

Oct. 7  1 Cor. 15:39-45
  Luke 5:27-32
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Departed:

Helmut Weber (Cathy Weber’s 
father)
09-22-17

Ill Afflicted & 
Special Intentions:

Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan
Archpriest Theodore Bobosh
Child Katie
Julia
Betty Balasz
Christopher Baymiller (friend of 
Paul Pangrace)
Paula Baymiller (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Carol Bohurjak
Marie Borland
Elizabeth Bullock (friend of the 
Jacobsons)
Julie Byndas
Gregory Cervo
Elsie Conrad
Arlene Czajkowski
Jerry Czajkowski

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia Morris’s 
brother)
Gregory Galan
Joseph Gammalo
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s sister)
John Kovalski (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s 
brother)
Melissa McCutcheon 
Jethro Miles
Paul Mihal
Irene Mysiw (friend of Helen 
Antonik)
Andy Mytrohovich
Daniel O’Donnell
Pat O’Donnell
Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 
sister)
Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s 
mother)
Gina Petkac

Peter Petkac
Anastasia Pogorily
Marshall Prock
Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s 
daughter)
Kay Rogozinski (Janice Tkacz’s 
mother)
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Andrew Sykaluk
Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s 
mother)
Janice Tkacz
Bob Walsh (friend of The Felons)
Colleen Walsh (friend of the The 
Felons)
Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul 
Pangrace)
Erin Zawolowycz
Peter Zimmerman

Christopher & Melanie (Wayne & 
Gayle Vidovich’s daughter) Hunter 
& Unborn Child
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

       
COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 

  
 
 
 Coffee Hour:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Greeters:                                    
    10/1/17
 
 Dan & Lavinia Morris
 
 
 
 
 
 Tammy & Eva Ponomarenko
    10/8/17
 
 Cathy Weber & Mat. Jenn Boerio
 
 
 Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
   10/15/17
 
 Mats. Cindy Zdinak & Jenna Van Sickle 
 
 Karen Felon & Paul Pangrace
   10/22/17
 
 Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind

 
 
 Tammy & Eva Ponomarenko
   10/29/17
 
 Michael Tabeling & Michael Udell
 
 
 Virginia Medvec & Sonia Vorell
    11/5/17
 
 Steve Rusnak & Jim Schwind
 
 
 
 Sonia Vorell & Virginia Medvec
   11/12/17
 
 Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk
 
 
 Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
 
 
 
 
 
 


 





FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick 
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms 

First program. We can always use your help by 
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10 
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping 

those in need. - Dan Morris 

 Dome Lighters
          
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be  made for The Health Of   

           or In Memory Of  your loved ones.  Contact the Parish Office if you are  interested.


 
 For the entire 2017 year: 


 
 In loving memory of Olga Fritskey


 
 from John & Ruth Fritskey
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Set aside Sunday evening, October 
15th at 5:00 PM for Boys Night Out! 
We will be meeting at Nano Brew at 

the corner of W. 25th & Bridge. 
There is plenty of parking behind 
West Side Market. Please see Dan 

Morris to be included.
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WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE

2017Sunday, Oct. 1
PROTECTION
(POKROV)
OF THE MOST HOLY
THEOTOKOS
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM “Who’s Killing My Faith?” @
St. Matthew Antiochian

Monday, Oct. 2
HIEROMARTYR CYPRIAN,
MARTYRS JUSTINA
AND THEOCTISTUS
7:00 PM Bible Study @ Parish Hall

Tuesday, Oct. 3
HIEROMARTYR DIONYSIUS
THE AREOPAGITE,
BISHOP OF ATHENS
10:00 AM Russian Festival @
St. Nicholas in Mogadore

Wednesday, Oct. 4
HIEROMARTYR
HIEROTHEUS,
BISHOP OF ATHENS
10:00 AM Russian Festival @
St. Nicholas in Mogadore

Thursday, Oct. 5
SS. PETER, ALEKSY,
JONAH,
PHILIP AND GERMOGEN
METRS. OF MOSCOW
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment @
Copper Stone
6:00 PM EOWG Dinner @ 
Copper Stone

Friday, Oct. 6
HOLY APOSTLE THOMAS
ST. INNOCENT, 
METR. OF MOSCOW
6:00 PM Clam Bake Kickoff @
Copper Stone

Saturday, Oct. 7
MARTYRS SERGIUS
AND BACCHUS
IN SYRIA
4:45 PM Church School
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Oct. 8
VEN. PELAGIA
THE PENITENT
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral

733 Starkweather Avenue


Cleveland, Ohio 44113    
        	               OCTOBER

     REMINDER:
Please be sure 
that cell phones 
are turned off
before entering 
the temple.     

OCTOBER
Special Collection

IOCC 


